
 

June 2016 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Numbers (June) 

857,000 students assisted with school meals 

40,500 people treated for malnutrition 

34,700 refugees/asylum seekers assisted 

44,000 people assisted with resilience support 

 

 

 

 

Highlights  
 Following the Malawi – Vulnerability Assessment 

Committee (MVAC) recommendations to roll out the 

2016/17 lean season response in July, of the 6.5 million 

food insecure population, WFP plans to assist 5.8 million 

people with a mix of food and cash.The remaining 

650,000 food insecure people will be provided cash 

assistance by a consortium of NGOs. 

 

 Meanwhile, WFP has already scaled up resilience work. 

Livelihood recovery activities are a necessary part of the 

planned El Niño response and recovery efforts to mitigate 

further deterioration in food security and livelihoods. 

 

  On 30 June, the Special Operation supporting floods 

ended with the installation of the last of three bailey 

bridges in Phalombe district. 
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 WFP Assistance 

 

 

 
Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Country Programme - Malawi 

DEV 200287** 

(Mar 2012-Dec 2016) 122.4 m 
81.6 m 
(67%) 

3.9 m  
(40%) 

Food assistance to Refugees in Malawi 

PRRO 200460** 

(June 2013 – May 2016) 9.1 m 
8.9 m  
(97%) 

2.7 m 
(58%) 

Responding to Humanitarian Needs and Strengthening Resilience  

to Restore Food Security, Nutrition and Livelihoods 

PRRO 200692** 

(Dec 2014 – Mar 2017) 506.6 m 
184 m 
(36%) 

107 m  
(73%) 

Aviation Services, Logistics Augmentation, and Cluster 

Coordination in Response to the Floods in Malawi 

SO 200685 

(Jan 2015 - June 2016) 2.7 m 
2.7 m 
(97%) 

n/a 

*July - December 2016                       **Budget revision to extend the project’s duration is underway.  

DEV 200287: This Development Programme (DEV) has 

three components: 1) Support to Education, 2) Nutrition 

Support and 3) Capacity Development related to 

Disaster Risk Reduction. These are complemented by 

WFP’s support to agricultural markets and smallholder 

farmers through Purchase for Progress (P4P) and a 

Prevention of Stunting pilot. The programme is currently 

undergoing a two year budget revision, which will 

extend activities until December 2018. The revision will 

also expand nutrition support provided to 

HIV/Tuberculosis (TB) patients and incorporate 

prevention of stunting initiatives, building on learnings 

from the ongoing pilot. 

PRRO 200692: This Protracted Relief and Recovery 

Operation (PRRO) provides a seamless transition 

between relief response and resilience-building efforts. 

This project will be the vehicle for WFP’s emergency 

response to 2016/17 lean season food insecurity 

currently targeting 4.5 million people and scaling up to 

(targeting 5.8 million people) in January with multi-

sector and multi-year resilience activities. The relief 

component is implemented through targeted food and 

cash transfers and also benefits from working with 

partners to deliver complementary recovery activities to 

pave way for a gradual transition to conditional relief 

assistance. As this project will continue to be the 

primary response mechanism for WFP, a budget revision 

was approved by the Executive Board mid-June to 

accommodate increased needs. 

SO 200685: In response to the 2015 floods 

emergency, this Special Operation (SO) enabled WFP to 

support the entire humanitarian community in reaching 

affected populations and delivering assistance to areas 

otherwise inaccessible. The operation ended on 30 June 

with the completion of all three bailey bridges (two in 

Thyolo district and one in Phalombe), which will open 

access to critical markets and social services that 

support food security. 

PRRO 200460: This is a successor project to past 

refugee operations, which have been active in Malawi 

since 2002. The goal is to contribute to achieving and 

maintaining food security among refugees and asylum 

seekers. The project also seeks to support host 

communities with productive asset creation activities, 

however this component has never received funding. 

This project is currently undergoing a budget revision to 

extend the programme to May 2017. The project will 

cater to a refugee population that is projected to reach 

56,700 by end 2016 with continued arrivals to Dzaleka 

Camp and from Mozambique to the south-western part 

of the country. 

 

 

 

 

Credit: ©WFP/Phillip Pemba 
Caption: Japanese celebrity and WFP Ambassador 
Kurara Chibana interacts with students at a local school. 
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Operational Updates 
 
 An assessment led by the Malawi Vulnerability 

Assessment Committee (MVAC) in June identified 6.5 

million people across 24 districts will be in need of 
assistance over a period of nine months, starting in July 

2016.  
 

 WFP is currently assisting 4.5 million people; however, 
WFP plans to increase its assistance to 5.8 million food 
insecure people. WFP will provide targeted food 

assistance to 5.8 million food insecure people using a 
mix of food and cash assistance while the remaining 
650,000 food insecure people will be assisted by a 
consortium of international NGOs. This will be WFP 
Malawi’s largest response ever. To begin distributions in 
July, WFP has prioritised partner selection and intensive 
fundraising with potential donors. 

 

 WFP and partners across seven disaster-prone districts 

are scaling up resilience-building initiatives, which 

include conditional cash transfers, productive and 

nutrition-sensitive asset creation at community and 

household level, and other climate-sensitive and 

disaster risk reduction innovations. Starting in July, 

WFP will assist 80,000 food insecure people under the 

resilience programme with a household cash transfer, 

conditional on completion of community-agreed and 

community-led productive assets. This has a dual 

objective of protecting short-term food security, while 

restoring/creating households or community assets that 

enhance livelihoods and build resilience to future 

shocks. Multi-year funding is needed to maintain 

support through the 2016/17 lean season and beyond. 

 

 As the food security situation worsens, the nutrition 

situation remains precarious. WFP’s mobile 

Vulnerability Analysis and Mapping (mVAM) report 

observed a 20 percent increase of antiretroviral therapy 

(ART) patients with moderate acute malnutrition. 

 

 According to the June mVAM report, negative coping 

levels are rising across Malawi. Households with the 

poorest and those led by women are most likely to 

resort to negative coping strategies such as reduction 

of meals taken by adults.  

 

 WFP continues to provide school meals in 13 food 

insecure districts – which includes Home Grown School 

Meals (HGSM) in four districts, linking daily meals to 

smallholder farmers supported by P4P. 

 The Malawi government continues to support the 
relocation of Mozambican asylum seekers to former 

refugee camp in Neno district. At the end of June, 
1,800 people were at Luwani. If numbers continue to 

rise food stocks will run out by October.  

 

Challenges  
 

 Food prices continue to rise at a time when they should 

be stable or reduced, reflecting constrained supplies of 

food and increased demand; with prices 60 to 160 

percent higher than last year. WFP needs funding now 

to overcome rising prices of food and to preposition 

food to ensure a seamless response. 

 
 

 

Malawi, a small landlocked country in sub-Saharan Africa, 

is a UNFPA global population hotspot with a rapidly 

expanding population at 3 percent per year. Despite 

significant investments in development, a quarter of 

Malawians live in poverty and the number of households 

experiencing food shocks increased from 20% to 83% from 

2012 to 2014, according to latest national statistics. With 

the majority of livelihoods dependent on agriculture, the 

population is highly vulnerable to the effects of natural 

disasters and food insecurity; since 2012, the context has 

necessitated large-scale humanitarian response to food 

insecurity. Malawi’s challenges are compounded by a 

volatile economy with one of the highest inflation rates in 

the region (at 21.5 percent), high rates of HIV infection 

rate (at 10 percent), school drop-out (at 15 percent) and 

chronic undernutrition (at 42 percent for children under 

five). According to the Cost of Hunger in Africa study in 

Malawi, the annual costs of child undernutrition are some 

USD 597 million, equivalent to 10.3 percent of GDP. Given 

these challenges, WFP’s operations work to support the 

government in attaining a food and nutrition secure and 

resilient future, which is guided by the new 2015 

Sustainable Development Goals with a particular emphasis 

on reaching zero hunger (SDG 2).  

WFP has been present in Malawi since 1965. 

 

Stunting Rate: 42% of children 

under 5  

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Donors (listed in alphabetical order) 

Brazil, Canada, ECHO, Egypt, Germany, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, 
Japan, Malawi, Norway, Russia, Switzerland, UK, UN CERF, USA  

  

 

 

 

 

2015 Human Development Index: 

173 out of 188 

Income Level: Low  

Contact info: wfp.lilongwe@wfp.org 

Country Director: Coco Ushiyama 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/malawi  

 

Population: 17 million 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/malawi

