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In Numbers (October) 

2.8 m people received relief food assistance 

923,425 students given school meals 

65,619 women and children treated for malnutrition 

30,947 refugees and asylum seekers assisted 
 

 

 

 

Highlights 

 Following the launch of the humanitarian response in July, 

WFP has continued to distribute food and cash to food 
insecure populations for the fourth month (October) of the 
nine month operation (July 2016 – March 2017). Due to 

resource constraints, food-insecure populations have only 
been able to receive half rations of all non-cereal food 
commodities. 

 While household food security has improved where 

assistance has started, continued high maize prices will 
significantly erode purchasing power of rural households 
not supported with humanitarian assistance.   

 WFP’s support to school meals, nutrition, resilience building 
and market access for small holder farmers continues. 
During this unprecedented period of food-insecurity, WFP is 
scaling up emergency school meals and nutrition support to 
adolescents and adults on Anti-Retroviral Therapy (ART).  
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WFP Assistance 

 

 

 
Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Country Programme – Malawi 

DEV 200287** 

(Mar 2012 - Dec 2016) 122 m 
105 m 

(86%) 

4.8 m 
(27%) 

Food assistance to Refugees in Malawi 

PRRO 200460 

(June 2013 – May 2017)    18 m  
9.8 m  
(55%) 

4 m 

(75%) 

Responding to Humanitarian Needs and Strengthening Resilience  

to Restore Food Security, Nutrition and Livelihoods 

PRRO 200692 

(Dec 2014 – Dec. 2017)   540 m 
    334  

(62%) 

135 m 
(57%) 

*November 2016 – April 2017              **Budget revision to extend the project’s duration is underway.  

     

 

DEV 200287: This Development Programme (DEV) has 

three components: 1) Support to Education, 2) Nutrition 
Support and 3) Capacity Development related to Disaster 
Risk Reduction. Under component one, WFP provides 
school meals to primary and pre-primary students in 13 
food insecure districts. Component two enables WFP to 
provide treatment of moderate acute malnutrition to 
children, pregnant/breastfeeding women and people on 

HIV/Tuberculosis (TB) treatment. The third component 
focuses on strengthening national capacity to prepare for, 
respond to and mitigate disasters – this final component 
is linked to field-level asset creation work under PRRO 
200692. The three components are complemented by 
WFP’s support to agricultural markets and smallholder 

farmers through the Purchase for Progress (P4P) and a 
Prevention of Stunting pilot.  

The programme is currently undergoing a two year 

budget revision, which will extend activities until 
December 2018 and will be presented to the November 
session of the Executive Board. The revision will expand 
nutrition support to incorporate treatment of Severe 
Acute Malnutrition (SAM) in adult TB and HIV /Aids 
patients, prevention of stunting initiatives, building on 

learnings from the ongoing pilot supported by the 
Children’s Investment Fund Foundation (CIFF) in one 
district, as well as scale-up of school meals given the 
severe effects of El Niño. Lack of resources will jeopardize 
the delivery of school meals from January 2017.  

PRRO 200692: This Protracted Relief and Recovery 
Operation (PRRO) provides a seamless transition between 

relief response and resilience-building efforts. The project is 
the vehicle for WFP’s emergency response to the effects of 
El Niño and 2016/17 lean season food insecurity, targeting 
5.85 million people from January. The relief component is 
implemented through targeted food and cash transfers and 

also benefits from working with partners to deliver 
complementary recovery activities to pave way for a 
gradual transition to conditional relief assistance. The 
recovery component concentrates on multi-sector and 
multi-year resilience activities that involve nutrition-
sensitive productive asset creation and several innovations 

in risk management and reduction. Funding continues to be 
urgently needed for relief assistance with ongoing pipeline 
breaks for all non-maize commodities starting from October 
2016 and in cash transfers beginning December 2016. 

PRRO 200460: This is a successor project to previous 

refugee operations, which have been active in Malawi since 
2002. The goal is to contribute to achieving and maintaining 
food security among refugees and asylum seekers. The 
project also seeks to support host communities with 

productive asset creation activities. However, this operation 
is chronically underfunded with frequent funding-induced 
ration reductions. The asset creation and cash component 
have never received funding. This project has recently been 
extended to May 2017 in order to cater for a refugee 
population that was originally projected to reach over 
87,000 with continued arrivals primarily from the 

Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and Burundi to 
Dzaleka Camp (central Malawi), and from Mozambique to 
Luwani camp (south-western Malawi). To date, the 
population of asylum seekers and refugees hovers around 
30,000 people. 

 

 

 

 

Credit: WFP/Giada Di Maria 
Caption: WFP Deputy Country Director Mietek Maj and 
Head of Sub-Office Peter Otto observe the El Niño response 
registration process in Chikwawa district. 
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Operational Updates 
 
 In response to the worst food insecurity in the country, 

WFP and partners have reached 100 percent of targeted 

households for October, equivalent to some 2.8 million 

people, with lifesaving food assistance. Implementation 

has delayed in one district due to technical 

implementation issues, though all beneficiaries are 

expected to be reached by early November. As per the 

recommendations of the Malawi Vulnerability Assessment 

Committee, WFP and partners are scaling up to all 6.5 

million people facing food insecurity in a phased approach 

– whereby the hardest-hit districts are receiving 

assistance first and with the peak response being from 

January-March 2016. In November, WFP will face the 

most significant increase in the affected population in 

need of assistance, with targeted beneficiaries nearly 

doubling between October and November. 

 

 Maize prices continue to rise and are predicted to reach 

the peak during the peak hunger period towards the end 

of the year and early 2017 based on current projections. 

While the start of humanitarian assistance in some 

districts has reduced negative coping levels, concerns 

continue over the worsening food security in most parts 

of Malawi as the country braces for the peak of food 

insecurity period, as well as possible floods.  

 

 Implementation of complementary activities in two out of 
five districts has started linking humanitarian assistance 
to social protection programmes. In October, WFP Malawi 
held a high-level panel discussion on Shock Responsive 
Social Protection which helped position WFP in the social 

protection space as it looks to concurrently address the 
effects of successive climatic shocks to reduce chronic 
food insecurity and help the country move away from 
large scale humanitarian responses.  
 

 In line with ongoing efforts to break the cycle of food and 

nutrition insecurity, WFP continues to scale up productive 

asset creation and social safety nets through provision of 

school meals, nutrition support to malnourished people on 

ART and TB treatment, and to connect smallholder 

farmers to formal and quality markets as well as to input 

into food value chains.  

 

 As part of focused efforts on protecting educational and 

nutritional gains during the period of unprecedented food 

insecurity, WFP rolled out revised Community 

Management of Acute Malnutrition (CMAM) guidelines, 

supported a Training of Trainers and field testing of CMAM 

training manuals in October with the aim of improving 

capacity to prevent, detect, refer and treat malnutrition at 

facility and community levels. Meanwhile, WFP is scaling 

up emergency school meals to 71 previously uncovered 

primary schools in four badly hit districts. With 

sensitizations about the emergency programme 

completed with targeted school communities in October, 

the first emergency school meals will be provided in 

November.  

 

Challenges  

 Funding shortages for non-maize commodities and cash-
based transfers for the emergency response continue to 
remain highly concerning as the number of people in need 

of assistance will almost double in November.  

Malawi, a small landlocked country in sub-Saharan Africa, 
is a UNFPA global population hotspot with a rapidly 
expanding population at 3 percent per year. Despite 
significant investments in development, a quarter of 

Malawians live in poverty and the number of households 
experiencing food shocks increased from 20 percent to 83 
percent from 2012 to 2014, according to latest national 
statistics. With the majority of livelihoods dependent on 
agriculture, the population is highly vulnerable to the 
effects of natural disasters and food insecurity; since 
2012, the context has necessitated large-scale 
humanitarian response to food insecurity.  

Malawi’s challenges are compounded by a volatile 

economy with one of the highest inflation rates in the 
region (at 21.2 percent), high rates of HIV infection (at 

10 percent), school drop-out (at 15 percent) and chronic 
undernutrition (at 37 percent for children under five). 
According to the Cost of Hunger in Africa study in Malawi, 
the annual costs of child undernutrition are some USD 
597 million, equivalent to 10.3 percent of GDP. Given 

these challenges, WFP’s operations work to support the 
Government in attaining a food and nutrition secure and 
resilient future, which is guided by the new 2015 
Sustainable Development Goals with a particular 
emphasis on reaching zero hunger (SDG 2).  

WFP has been present in Malawi since 1965. 

 

Stunting Rate: 37% of children 

under 5  

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Donors (listed in alphabetical order) 

Australia, ECHO, Egypt, Germany, Iceland, Ireland, Japan, 
Lithuania, Malawi, Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, UK, UN CERF, 
USA, Private Donors (CIFF) 

  

 

 

 

 

2015 Human Development Index: 

173 out of 188 

Income Level: Low  

Contact info: wfp.lilongwe@wfp.org 

Country Director: Coco Ushiyama 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/malawi  

 

Population: 17 million 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/malawi

