
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

WFP Assistance 

 Country Programme 

– Malawi 

DEV 200287** 

(March 2012 –

December 2018) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

200 m 
110 m 
(55%) 

5.1 m 
(26%) 

*December 2016 – May 2017 

 
DEV 200287: This Development Programme (DEV) has 
three components: 1) Support to Education, 2) Nutrition 
Support and 3) Capacity Development related to Disaster 
Risk Reduction. This programme started in 2012 and was 

recently extended to continue activities until December 2018. 
Under component one, WFP provides school meals to primary 
and pre-primary students in 13 food insecure districts. With 
earmarked funding, WFP has rolled out an emergency school 
meals project given the context of widespread acute food 
insecurity in 2016/17. Component two enables WFP to 
provide treatment of moderate acute malnutrition to 

children, pregnant /breastfeeding women and people on 
HIV/Tuberculosis (TB) treatment. For people on HIV/TB 

treatment, WFP also provides treatment of severe acute 
malnutrition (SAM). The third component focuses on 
strengthening national capacity to prepare for, respond to 
and mitigate disasters – this final component is linked to 
field-level asset creation under PRRO 200692. The three 

components are complemented by WFP’s support to 
agricultural markets and smallholder farmers through the 
Purchase for Progress and a Prevention of Stunting pilot.  

Food assistance to 

Refugees in Malawi 

PRRO 200460 

(June 2013 – May 2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

17.8 m 
9.8 m 
(55%) 

3.4 m 
(66%) 

*December 2016 – May 2017 

 

PRRO 200460: This is a successor project to previous 
refugee operations, which have been active in Malawi since 

2002. The goal is to contribute to achieving and maintaining 
food security among refugees and asylum seekers through 
in-kind food assistance and cash-based transfers. The project 
also seeks to support host communities with productive asset 
creation activities. However, this operation is chronically 

underfunded with frequent funding-induced ration reductions. 
The asset creation and cash component have never received 
funding. This project has recently been extended to May 
2017 in order to cater for a refugee population that was 
originally projected to reach over 87,000 with continued 
arrivals primarily from the Democratic Republic of Congo 

(DRC) and Burundi to Dzaleka Camp (central Malawi), and 

from Mozambique to Luwani camp (south-western Malawi). 
To date, the population of camp-based asylum seekers and 
refugees is 32,300 people. 

 
Responding to 

Humanitarian Needs 
and Strengthening 

Resilience to Restore 

Food Security, 

Nutrition and 

Livelihoods 

PRRO 200692 

(Dec 2014 – Dec. 2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

539 m 
345 m 
(64%) 

113 m 
(51%) 

*December 2016 – May 2017 

 
PRRO 200692: This Protracted Relief and Recovery 
Operation (PRRO) provides a seamless transition between 
relief response and resilience-building efforts. The project 
is the vehicle for WFP’s current relief response to the 
effects of El Niño and 2016/17 lean season food insecurity, 

targeting 6 million people from January 2017. The relief 
component is implemented through targeted food and cash 
transfers and also benefits from working with partners to 

deliver complementary recovery activities to pave way for 
a gradual transition to conditional assistance. The recovery 
component concentrates on multi-sector and multi-year 
resilience activities that involve nutrition-sensitive 

productive asset creation and several innovations in risk 
management and reduction. Funding continues to be 
urgently needed for relief assistance with ongoing pipeline 
breaks for all non-maize commodities and cash-based 
transfers.  

 

Highlights 

 WFP scaled up food and cash distributions to food insecure 

populations for the fifth month (November) of the nine 
month operation (July ‘16 – Mar ‘17). Due to resource 
constraints, only half rations of all non-cereal food 
commodities continue to be distributed. WFP still urgently 

needs USD 30.5 million to scale-up assistance to the 

required levels to meet the most vulnerable people’s food 
needs during the peak of the hunger season (Jan-Mar). 

 Despite the reduced rations, relief assistance has provided 
some alleviation to the acute food insecurity situation with 
data showing that people are for the first time in three 
months reducing negative coping strategies. 

 During this unprecedented period of food-insecurity, WFP is 

also scaling up safety nets (like school meals) and 
expanding nutrition support to people living with HIV.  

 

Credit: WFP/Giada Di Maria 
Caption: WFP Deputy Country Director Mietek Maj and Head 
of Sub-Office Peter Otto observe the El Niño response 
registration process in Chikwawa district. 
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In Numbers 

5.1 million people received relief assistance 

870,000 students received school meals 

74,000 children, women and people living with 

         HIV treated for malnutrition 

71,000 people creating productive assets 

32,300 refugees and asylum seekers assisted 

52% 48 % 
People Assisted 
November 2016 

November 2016 
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Donors (listed in alphabetical order) 

Australia, ECHO, Egypt, Germany, Iceland, Ireland, Japan, 
Lithuania, Malawi, Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, World Bank, 
UK, UN CERF, USDA, USAID, Private Donors (CIFF) 

 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

 WFP and partners have provided lifesaving food assistance 
to 83 percent of targeted food-insecure households for 
November, equivalent to 4.2 million people as of early 
December, with distributions continuing for the remaining 
targeted households. This is the fifth month of the relief 

response to El Niño-induced food insecurity, which began in 
July 2016. The response is being roll-out in a phased 
approach – with the hardest-hit districts receiving 
assistance first and the peak response being from January-
March 2017. Continued humanitarian assistance has shown 
an improvement in food security as seen through the 

reduction of negative coping strategies, according to mVAM 
– however, incidences of malnutrition remain notably 
higher compared to last year. Meanwhile, WFP is racing to 
preposition  35,000 mt of food in areas that are at-risk of 
being cut off during the current rainy season. 
 

 In November, the Malawi Vulnerability Assessment 

Committee (MVAC) released the results of an updated 

assessment that found an additional 200,267 people in 

need of assistance. This brings the total affected population 

to an alarming 6.7 million people from January across 24 

districts. The MVAC also recommended a reduction in 

people slated to receive cash-based transfers, as 

assumptions about maize market functionality have not 

held. Out of the 6.7 million, WFP will target 6 million 

through in-kind food (5.3 million) and through a hybrid 

modality of a voucher for maize, in partnership with the 

private sector, paired with cash for the non-maize 

commodities (approx. 700,000). INGO partners continue to 

target the remaining 700,000 people in need of assistance. 

 

 As part of the relief response, WFP continues to scale up 
productive asset creation to complement relief assistance. 
So far, some 115,000 households (i.e. 632,000 people) 

have received this complementary support across eight 
priority districts. This work is in addition to WFP’s multi-
year resilience-building programme which provides food 
assistance for assets (FFA) to70,000 people.  
 

 With the aim of protecting gains in nutrition and HIV-

related mortality during this period of unprecedented food 

insecurity, WFP and the Ministry of Health are scaling up 

treatment to malnourished adolescents and adults living 

with HIV who are on Antiretroviral Therapy (ART). While 

WFP has previously provided fortified blended food to treat 

moderate acute malnutrition amongst this population, 

assistance has now expanded to include severe acute 

malnutrition – which had been a gap in Malawi since 2010.  

 

 November marked the first distributions of emergency 

school meals to 63,000 children in four districts in southern 

Malawi. While this emergency support is funded, WFP is 

facing an imminent funding gap of USD 3 million for its 

usual school meals programme. Funding is urgently needed 

to avoid forced reduction or even suspension during the 

peak lean season.  

Challenges 

 Funding shortages, especially for non-maize commodities 
and cash-based transfers, for the ongoing emergency 
response remains highly concerning as the peak response 
period (January-March) nears. Shortfalls come on top of 
ongoing ration reduction for all non-maize commodities, 
greatly undermining the overall impact of assistance.  

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Malawi, a small landlocked country in sub-Saharan 
Africa, is a UNFPA global population hotspot with a 
population expanding rapidly at 3 percent per year. 
Despite significant investments in development, a 

quarter of Malawians live in poverty and the number of 
households experiencing food shocks increased from 20 
percent to 83 percent from 2012 to 2014, according to 
latest national statistics. With the majority of 
livelihoods dependent on agriculture, the population is 
highly vulnerable to the effects of natural disasters and 
food insecurity; since 2012, the context has 

necessitated large-scale humanitarian response to food 
insecurity.  

Malawi’s challenges are compounded by a volatile 
economy with one of the highest inflation rates in the 

region (at 20.1 percent), high rates of HIV infection (at 
10 percent), school drop-out (at 15 percent) and 
chronic undernutrition (at 37 percent for children under 
five). According to the Cost of Hunger in Africa study in 

Malawi, the annual costs of child undernutrition are 
some USD 597 million, equivalent to 10.3 percent of 
GDP. Given these challenges, WFP’s operations work to 
support the Government in attaining a food and 
nutrition secure and resilient future, which is guided by 
the new 2015 Sustainable Development Goals with a 
particular emphasis on reaching zero hunger (SDG 2).  

WFP has been present in Malawi since 1965. 

 

Contact info: wfp.lilongwe@wfp.org 

Country Director: Coco Ushiyama 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/malawi 

 

Stunting Rate: 37% of children 

under 5 

2015 Human Development Index: 

173 out of 188 

Income Level: Low 

Population: 17 million 

http://vam.wfp.org/sites/mvam_monitoring/malawi.html
http://www.wfp.org/countries/XXX

