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SITUATION OVERVIEW 

 

 The drought early warning stage for the month of October is Alert and the trend is deteriorating. 

 Little rainfall was recorded in some parts of the County i.e. in The Hilly Areas of Mbooni and Kilungu 

and some parts of Makueni sub-county. 

 The water situation in the Marginal Farming livelihood zones was fair, in the Marginal Mixed farming 

Livelihood zone water stress was being experienced since the water levels had gone down especially in 

rivers and Earth Dams. This has led to an increase in waiting time at the available sources. 

 Water trucking was still on-going in Kathonzweni where water in 24 shallow wells along the seasonal 

river Londokwe in Kithuki/Kitise ward was poisoned.  

 The livestock health and body condition was fair for cattle and good for Goats in the Mixed Farming 

(Coffee/Dairy/Irrigation) and Mixed Farming (Cotton/Livestock/Food crops) livelihood zones, while in 

some sections in the Marginal Mixed Farming Livelihood Zone , the body condition of cattle was poor. 

This is due to the decline in availability and access to natural vegetation and pasture. 

 Generally the quality and quantity of pasture and browse was fair in the Mixed Farming 

(Coffee/Dairy/Irrigation) and Mixed Farming (Cotton/Livestock/Food crops) livelihood zones while in 

the Marginal Mixed Farming Livelihood Zone was poor. This condition is below normal for this time of 

the year. 

 Market prices of Cereals like maize, rice and posho retailed at ksh33.75, Ksh82.29 and Ksh46.09 

respectively compared to last month which was ksh35.3, Ksh82.5 and Ksh46.9 respectively while that of 

legumes like beans, green grams, cowpeas and pigeon peas retailed at Ksh82.25, Ksh104, Ksh40 and 

Ksh52 compared to last month which was Ksh78.3, Ksh90, Ksh48 and Ksh50 respectively. 

 Compared to last month household average prices for livestock retailed as follows: cattle increased from 

Ksh15,000 to Ksh16,500; goat increased from Ksh2,742 to Ksh2,756; that of Sheep was at Ksh2,167 and 

Poultry decreased from Ksh368 to an average of Ksh313.90. 

 The proportion of children at risk of malnutrition remained stable at 7.22% which reflects a good and 

stable situation. 

 

  RECOMMENDATIONS BY MAKUENI CSG AND KFSSG 

 Promotion of traditional high value crops (THVC) 

 Increase household coverage to piped water system and subsidize water prices in areas with extreme 

scarcity of water 

 Livestock disease surveillance and vaccination  

 Maintenance and servicing of key water community points 

 Scale up high impact nutrition interventions (HiNi) 

 Expand school meal programme in schools  

 Conduct a County wide integrated health and nutrition survey 

  Promotion of proper post-harvest management practices. 

 Capacity building on pasture and fodder conservation 

 Enhance safety of water by distributing water treatment tabs at household level. 

 FFA-Provision of farm inputs (pond liners, drip kits, hoes, levelling boards, spirit levels) in Kibwezi, 

Kalawa and Kathonzweni. 

 

 

 

 



OCTOBER 2014, EARLY WARNING BULLETIN - MAKUENI COUNTY. 

 

CURRENT INTERVENTIONS 

Food Interventions 

The following food items had been provided for distribution by the Ministry of Internal Coordination 

through the County Commissioner’s office. However there have been logistical challenges in distributing 

the food. The following were the food balances as at 14 October, 2014. 

 

S/NO SUB COUNTY MAIZE BEANS(50 KG) OIL 

50 KG 90 KG   

1. MAKINDU 14 at Makindu - 69 at Makindu 13 at 

Makindu 

2. KATHONZWENI NIL NIL NIL NIL 

3. MAKUENI 12 at Wote - 2 - 

4. MBOONI WEST NIL NIL NIL NIL 

5. MBOONI EAST 360 at Wote NCPD  96 at DCCs office 

Mbumbuni 

24 

6. KILUNGU 252 at DCCs Office 

Kilungu 

500 at Konza 

NCPB 

246 at Konza NCPB 59 

7. MUKAA NIL NIL NIL NIL 

8. MATILIKU NIL NIL NIL NIL 

9. KIBWEZI 96 at KIBWEZI 

NCPB 

- 25 at Kibwezi 24 

TOTAL  734 500 438 120(6*3) 

 

 Humanitarian food assistance provided through food for assets to households in Kibwezi by KRCS 

and Kathonzweni and Kalawa by WVK.(World vision Kenya)  

 GOK Relief food was provided by ministry of Devolution and Planning through the County 

Commissioners Office. 

 

Non Food Aid 

Agriculture 

 Water harvesting structures 

 Promotion of traditional high value crops. 

 Training on water harvesting for crop production. 

        Livestock 

 Vaccination of FMD, Gumboro and NCD. 

 Training on pasture and fodder utilisation 

 Disease surveillance 

       Water 

 Provision of water treatment tabs for Households.  

 Provision of Fuel subsidy by NDMA 

 Provision of electricity subsidy by County Government.  

 Subsidized water trucking to institutions 

 Provision of treatment chemicals for major Water Companies in the County. 

        

       Health and Nutrition 

 Supplementary feeding and Upscale in provision of health services. 

 Therapeutic food from UNICEF 
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1.0 ENVIRONMENTAL INDICATORS 

 

1.1 Rainfall 

 

 
 

(Rainfall Data from MoALF and Makindu Met): 

 

 The onset of the short rains was late though some rainfall was recorded in the Marginal farming zones 

i.e. Tulimani recorded an average of 76.5mm in 3 wet days, Makueni sub county an average of 63.0 

mm in 2 wet days Kisau an average of 49.7mm in 2 wet days and Kilungu received an average of 42.2 

mm for 2 wet days. Average rainfall received 57.9 mm was received. 

  No rain was recorded in the Marginal Mixed Farming Zone. 

        This analysed per livelihood zone gives: 

-Mixed farming zone (coffee/dairy/irrigation): 56.1mm in 2 wet days; 

-Mixed farming zone (food crops/cotton/livestock): 63mm in 2 wet days; 

-Marginal mixed farming zone: 0mm 

 

 Spatial and temporal distribution.  

  The Rainfall received was poorly distributed in both space and time within all the livelihood zones 

    The spatial distribution was not good as only the mixed farming LZ areas received this rainfall for short 

periods of time. 

 

Standardized Precipitation Index (SPI) 

 The 3 month SPI (August, September and October) for the county was 0.60 implying near Normal 

conditions. 
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1.2 Forage Cover (Pasture & Browse) 

 Pasture regeneration is evident in few areas where it had rained i.e. Mixed Farming (crop/livestock) i.e. 

Makueni sub county, Mixed Farming (coffee/dairy) i.e. Tulimani, Kisau, Kikima and Kilungu.  

 In the mixed farming zone the pasture condition was poor since the short rains had not yet began. 

 VCI indicates moderate drought in these area. 
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1.3 Household Access To Water    

  
 

 Return distances to water sources decreased from 3km to an average of 2.76km for livestock and 

from 2.65km to an average of 2.62km for domestic use. This may have been as a result of the on-

going water trucking interventions. 

 Average return distance to water sources is 2.18Km in the Marginal Mixed Farming Zone where 

water levels have gone down. 

 Livestock are still being watered at alternate days in the Marginal mixed farming livelihood zone. 

 This is a normal phenomenon at this time of year. 
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1.3.1 Water sources 

 Major Sources of water for both domestic and livestock use in the County were Natural Rivers, 

Traditional River wells, shallow wells, boreholes and springs accounting for 39%,26%13%, 11% 

and 8% of all water sources respectively.  

 The current available water sources are normal at this time of the year. 

1.3.2 Implications on food security  

 With the slight reduction in watering and grazing distances, the reduced quality and quantity of 

pasture across the county following in-migration of herds from the neighboring county of Kajiado, 

delayed onset of rainfall hence delayed planting, the food security situation at the moment looks 

poor across all LZs other than the Mixed Farming LZs .There is also a risk of disease spread along 

the migratory routes. However, the situation could improve should the rains not delay any further. 

 

1.4 Emerging Issues 

1.4.1 Insecurity 

 There were no reported cases of insecurity. 

 

1.4.2 Migration 

 There were reported cases of in-migration from Kajiado to Kibwezi East and Kibwezi West. There 

were minimal cases of intra-migration and no reported cases of out migration. 
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2. RURAL ECONOMY INDICATORS 

 

2.1 Livestock body condition 

 Livestock health and body condition was  between fair and poor for Cattle and good for goats in the 

Mixed Farming (Coffee/Dairy/Irrigation) and Mixed Farming (Cotton/Livestock/Food crops) livelihood 

zones, while in the Marginal Mixed Farming Livelihood Zone the body condition for cattle had 

worsened. 

 

2.2 Crop production    

 Main agricultural activity in the county was land preparation. 

 In the some parts of the Mixed farming livelihood zone farmers were busy planting crops. 

 Fruits like mangoes were at the flowering stage. 

 

2.3 Implication on food security 

 Deterioration in Livestock body condition in most areas as a result of decline in pasture condition due to 

inadequate rainfall is likely to lower milk production more so in Marginal Mixed Farming Livelihood 

Zone and as a result, a decline in nutrition status of children is expected should the situation persist. 

 Most of the crop planted during the long rains withered before maturity and farmers achieved minimal 

harvest while in the marginal mixed farming zone they have experienced a near total crop failure. Food 

stocks have continued to be depleted rapidly. This has in turn affected community members as they 

continue planting. 

 

FOOD COMMODITY PRICES  

CATTLE 

 
               

 Farm gate prices of cattle at household level was Ksh16,500. 

 This can be attributed to the fair body condition of Cattle in the Mixed farming livelihood zone. 

 Compared to the long term mean this is normal at this time of the year. 
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GOATS 

 
 

 Prices of goats increased from an average of Ksh2742 to Kshs2757. 

 The prices remained lower than the long-term mean but lower than that of October last year. 

 This is can be attributed to the high demand for Goats.   

 Compared to the long term mean the trend is Normal. 

 

SHEEP 

 
          

 Prices of sheep remained stable at ksh2,167. 

 The prices were lower than the long-term mean and that of October last year. 

 This is a common trend at this time of the year.        
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MAIZE 

 

 
              

 Maize prices decreased from Ksh35.5 to an average of Ksh33.75 per kilo this month. 

 The prices were slightly lower than that of the long term mean and that of the same period last year.  

 The trend is normal compared to the long term average.                

 

BEANS 

 
 

 Bean prices increased from Ksh78.3 to an average of Ksh82.2 

 Most households are relying on the market stocks and supplies. 

 The prices were lower than the long term mean but slightly higher than that of the same period last 

year. 
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2.4 Purchase Price of other Foodstuffs  

   

 RICE 

 

 Rice prices decreased from Ksh82.5 per kilo to an average of Ksh82.29 and remained readily available 

in most local shops across the county.    

 The prices were comparably higher than the long term mean and that of the same period last year. 

 

3. HUMAN WELFARE INDICATORS 

3.1 Milk Production 

 

 Milk production in Mixed Farming (Coffee/dairy) was 0.75 litres per day compared to the normal of one 

litre per day. In the Mixed Farming zone (food crop/livestock) the milk production is 0.4 litres compared 

to normal of 0.5 litres, while in the Marginal Mixed Farming the current production is 0.25litres against 

the normal of 0.4 litres.  

 The average price of Milk increased by five to ten percent for both the Mixed Farming (coffee/diary) 

and the Marginal Mixed Farming livelihood zones. In the Mixed Farming (coffee/dairy) milk price per 

litre is selling at Ksh50 to Ksh60 compared to normal Ksh45, while in the Mixed Farming zones 

(crop/livestock) prices had a similar range against normal of Ksh50 .Milk price in the Marginal Mixed 

Farming Livelihood zone is Between Ksh60 to Ksh70 compared to normal Ksh55. 
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3.2 Nutritional Status (MUAC measurements) 

 

 
 

 Percentage of children under five years of age who were at risk of malnutrition remained stable at 

7.22% but within the normal range. Out of a total of 1085 children sampled, 56 were found to be at risk 

of malnutrition and these were found to be in the Marginal-Mixed-farming LZ. 

 children under five years of age who were at risk of malnutrition was high in Kasunguni at 13.7%, 

Darajani at 11.5% and Yinthungu at 14.1% 

 This is attributed to declining milk production levels causing a decrease in milk consumption rates 

among children under the age of five years. 

 This presents a stable trend at this time of the year relative to the long term mean. 

                                                    

3.3 Livestock Migration 

There were reported cases of in-migration from Kajiado to Kibwezi East and Kibwezi West. There were 

minimal cases of intra-migration and no reported cases of out migration. 

 

3.4 Income 
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 The main sources of income in the County were: Casual labour especially in farms at 55%, remittances 

at 15%, formal employment at 16% and petty trading at 8%.  

 Observable activities leading to environmental degradation at the County included: charcoal burning and 

sand harvesting. 

 

4.1 Insecurity /conflict /human displacement 

 No conflict/human displacement was reported during the month of October. 

 

Drought Situation Prognosis 

With the current drought status (Alert with a deteriorating trend) as a result of the delayed onset of 

rainfall, 

Livestock body condition has steadily continued to decline. Should the rains commence within the next 

two weeks, the situation could revert. It is however recommended that the community be assisted with 

both the food and non food items. 
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