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I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES

 The combined effects of tropical cyclones Giovanna, Irina and recent heavy rains in the south-east
Madagascar left 112 people dead and 133 injured.

 The Education, shelter and food security have been identified as priorities sectors in the five affected
districts where an estimated 614 classrooms have been partially damaged and 1,408 other
destroyed; between 35 and 80 per cent of the agricultural production has been damaged; and
around 30,000 people in the eastern coast are likely to be food insecure until the next harvest period
in May.

 The majority of the IDPs hosted in the shelters have returned home and roads are again opened to
traffic. However, long term rehabilitation is required in many national roads.

 Resurgence of malaria cases is being reported in many districts in the south-east and the eastern
regions. The number of reported cases is ten times higher than the one reported at the same time in
2009; however, it worth noting that the malaria outbreak started before the emergency.

 The majority of the pre-positioned stocks have been used by humanitarian actors to respond to
urgent needs.

 Few pledges have been announced by donors for the replenishment of depleted stocks.

II. Situation Overview

Irina and floods in the south-east regions

Severe tropical storm Irina and the Inter-Tropical Convergence Zone
(ITCZ) left 77 people dead and 15 others injured. The south-east
regions (particularly the commune of Kelilalina in Ifanadiana district)
are the most severely affected area with 27 people reported dead as
a consequence of landslides. The 9,600 IDP who were hosted in the
temporary sites during the first days of the flooding have since
returned home.

Water level is back to normal in all the affected districts. However,
rice fields have been completely flooded and crop losses are
expected to be significant. No major damage has been reported in
other sectors with the exception of public works sector. However, all
national roads connecting the affected regions are accessible by all
types all vehicles; the railway is also operational. A resurgence of
malaria cases is being reported in many health districts in the south-
eastern regions. The number of reported cases is ten times higher
than usual. It's worth noting that the malaria outbreak started prior to the emergency situation.

The Response to Tropical Cyclone Giovanna

Five weeks after tropical cyclone Giovanna struck the country, the number of deaths reported according to
information received from the National Bureau for Disaster and Risks Management (BNGRC), remains at 35,
while 118 other people were injured. All IDPs have since returned home or are being hosted by relatives.
Interventions in the sectors of education, food security, shelters, logistic, water, hygiene and sanitation
(WASH) and healthcare are still on-going in the eastern coast. The recent joint multi-sectoral assessment
indicates that gaps are mainly registered in the sectors of education and shelter. UNICEF estimates that US$
2,160,000 will be required to rehabilitate damaged classrooms and replenish pre-positioned stocks. The food
security cluster will continue to mobilize its pre-positioning food and seeds stocks to address most urgent
needs until the next harvest in May. Mid-term gaps will be identified through an in-depth assessment, to be
conducted in 19 districts in the coming weeks.
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III. Humanitarian Needs and Response to Giovanna

EDUCATION

Needs: 614 classrooms require repairs, while 1,408 others (including 1,328 primary school classrooms)
need to be completely rebuilt. Most of these schools are located in the districts of Brickaville, Vatomandry
and Moramanga.

Responses: Together with the Ministry of Education, school kits have been dispatched by Unicef and its
partners to the affected areas, 62 temporary classrooms have been installed, and more are expected to be
installed through on-site technical teams who are providing training on the establishment of temporary
classrooms. The Malagasy Red Cross provided plastic sheetings for four schools, while South Africa
donated 50 schools tents to the Brickaville district.

With regard to rehabilitation and early recovery activities, the Intervention Development Fund (FID) project is
considering the rehabilitation of ten schools. According to the chief of the Brickaville district, the AL IMDAAD
Foundation, based in SouthAfrica, plans to finance the reconstruction of five others schools in the district of
Brickaville, while Ambatovy – a private mining company - provided material for the rehabilitation of 21
schools.

Constraints: Due to limited resources, it is not possible to cover all the needs of school construction and
rehabilitation.

EMERGENCY SHELTER

Needs: All those displaced have returned homes. Those who have not been enable to repair their houses
are being hosted by relatives.

Response: The distribution of 600 family tents by Shelter Box has been completed in three communes in
Brickaville, (Andevoranto, Brickaville city and Anivorano Est). Furthermore, plastic sheeting and rehabilitation
kits have been provided by CARE International and the Malagasy Red Cross Society. Theses interventions
benefited around 8,000 households.

Gaps & Constraints: According to the preliminary results of the joint multiple-sectoral assessment mission,
gaps are still significant in the sector of shelters (including housing). Around 16,000 families have not been
able to repair their homes and are still hosted by their relatives; those families represent 8 percent of the total
number of affected families in the five most affected districts by tropical cyclone Giovanna in the eastern
regions.

LOGISTICS

Needs: In the south-eastern district of Farafangana, the ferry used to cross the river Manampatrana is
currently damaged. A World Bank mission is ongoing from 20 to 30 March to assess infrastructures
damages.

Response: The WFP Logistics Unit, in collaboration with BNGRC, the Corps de Civil Protection and Caritas,
is assessing the possibility of transferring around 30 tons of mixed commodities by motor boat. This will allow
emergency assistance to four affected/isolated municipalities. From 18 March, a WFP Logistics mission will
be conducted in the affected areas in the south-eastern regions, in order to provide logistical assistance to
local partners. The Ministry of Public Works has achieved urgent reparation to all damaged national roads.

Gaps & Constraints: Although all national roads are open, long term rehabilitation is required in many
national roads.

FOOD SECURITY AND LIVELIHOODS

Needs: According to the joint multi-sectoral assessment mission conducted in the eastern coast affected by
Giovanna, damages in the agriculture sector is estimated between 35 to 80 per cent. Around 30,000 people
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in the eastern coast are likely to be food insecure until the next harvest period in May. Food security sector
in-depth assessment will start soon in the south-eastern regions.

Following the recommendations of the joint multi-sectoral assessment mission carried out in early March, the
Food Security and Livelihoods Cluster will conduct an in-depth food security assessment in the 19 most
affected districts by all natural disasters as of 19 March. The results of this assessment will define longer
term food security situation and related assistance schemes. Results should be expected in early April.

Response: To date, WFP assistance has targeted a total of 101,591 affected people in 14 districts in the
capital region, the south-east regions and the eastern coast. The UN agency will have distributed a total of
945 tons of food by May. On 18 March, WFP deployed a mission to the affected districts in the south-eastern
regions affected by flooding in order to provide assistance to local partners in organizing food distribution and
related activities. To date, WFP, in collaboration with HELP Madagascar, BDEM, CARE International,
Miarintsoa, Fanantenana, Saint Gabriel,Reggio Terzo Mondo, Caritas and WeltHunger Hilfe, has assisted
46,095 beneficiaries in the districts of Brickaville, Vatomandry (east coast), Nosy Varika, Mananjary,
Vangaindrano (south east) and in poor areas around Antananarivo. 475 tons of food (high energy biscuits,
cereals, pulses and fortified vegetable oil) has been distributed through life-saving targeted distributions,
followed by food -for-work activities. Food-for-work initiatives aimed at building latrines and rehabilitating
damaged community road infrastructures. WFP will continue its assistance through targeted distributions and
food-for-work activities.

The Intervention Development Funds (FID) will implement cash-for-work projects in five communes in the
south eastern coast (Vangaindrano city, Anosivelo, Farafangana city, Ifanadiana city and Kelilalina) that will
target 1,800 people. FAO has started to distribute seeds in Manakara and Mananjary through the Regional
Agriculture Directorate of these districts.

NUTRITION

No major change since last situation report.

HEALTH

Needs: Giovanna, Irina and the ITCZ have caused damages to 108 health facilities and destroyed 7
hospitals and 19 basic health centres (BHC). In the south-eastern regions, 29 health facilities have been
damaged, including 4 of them completely destroyed in Midongy district. A resurgence of malaria cases has
been reported in many districts in the south-eastern and the eastern regions. The number of reported cases
is ten times higher than the number reported at the same time in 2009. It's worth noting that initial outbreak
started prior to the emergency situation.

Response: The joint WHO-UNICEF field missions undertaken last week had strengthened coordination in
the Atsinanana region and provided health response strategies. In the south eastern region, a UNICEF
support mission is on the ground, while WHO is deploying a team to support the response to the resurgence
of malaria in that area

Gaps & Constraints: Additional mosquito nets are required, both in the eastern and the south-eastern
coasts to prevent malaria outbreak. Furthermore free cases management should be offered immediately for
a period of two months (until the next harvest period in May) to pregnant and lactating women, as well as to
children under 5 years of age and the elderly, in the most affected districts.

PROTECTION
No major change since last situation report.

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE (WASH)

Needs: For the south-eastern regions, needs are still being assessed. However, it is estimated that 3,822
households are in need of WASH assistance, including WASH kits, hygiene promotion, disinfection of wells,
sanitary cleaning of public areas and sensitization on vector control.

Response: Regarding areas affected by cyclone Giovanna, the bulk of activities involving the distribution of
WASH kits, the installation of temporary latrines, and the supply and distribution of potable water, has been
completed, with the remainder is currently underway. In addition, the disinfection of wells, the promotion of
hygiene awareness, the use of water treatment products at home and vector control awareness has been
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undertaken and will continue, as well as the monitoring for water-borne diseases. WASH interventions have
been implemented in Antananarivo, Mampikony and in the four districts of Moramanga, Brickaville,
Vatomandry and Mahanoro in the eastern regions. Activities have encompassed the installation of temporary
latrines at relocation sites, hygiene promotion (reaching 14,250 households), the provision of WASH kits (for
13,000 households), sanitary cleaning of public areas, disinfection of wells, and sensitization on vector
control.

For the south-eastern region, a WASH expert is on the ground to support coordination of the WASH Cluster’s
activities in the flood affected areas. To date 2,748 WASH kits have been distributed; the promotion of
hygiene awareness and use of water treatment products at home has reached 2,748 households.
Disinfection of community wells and sanitary cleaning of public facilities are being undertaken.

Gaps & Constraints: N/A

IV. Coordination

An HCT meeting took place on 15 March, during which the results of the joint multi-sectoral assessment
mission carried out in the eastern regions were presented.

The Resident Coordinator Office, on behalf of the HCT, responded to the Note Verbal received from the
Minister of Foreign Affairs requesting international solidarity. The HCT shared with the Malagasy
Government its cumulative intervention figures since 14 February and advocated for the replenishment of
depleted pre-positioned stocks, most of which were mobilized for the response to Giovanna, Irina and the
heavy rainfalls brought by the ITCZ.

V. Funding

The European Union pledges 1 million euro for education, shelter and wash interventions. Unicef will receive
130,000 euro for the procurement of school tents for the education sector. The rest will be shared among
others humanitarians actors.

All humanitarian partners including donors and recipient agencies are encouraged to inform FTS of cash and
in-kind contributions by sending an e-mail to: fts@un.org.

VI. Contact

Please contact:

At country level:
Fatma Samoura, UN Resident Coordinator
Fatma.samoura@undp.org, Phone. +261 34 480 0780

Rija Rakotoson, Humanitarian Affairs Officer,
rakotoson@un.org, Phone. +261 33 150 7693

At regional level:
Narciso Rosa-Berlanga, Regional Humanitarian Affairs Officer,
rosa-berlanga@un.org, Phone. +278 290 814 24

For more information, please visit www.reliefweb.int/country/mdg

To be added or deleted from this sit rep mailing list, please e-mail: rakotoson@un.org
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