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Credit: @WFP/Riana Ravoala 
Caption: Thanks to USAID support, WFP implements MAM 
treatment by distributing ready-to-use food supplement 
(Plumpy Sup) to children under 5. It improves the nutrition 
situation in the most food insecure areas.  
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WFP Assistance 

 

Response to Natural 

Disasters 

 
PRRO 200735  

(Jan. 2015- June 2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD)  

Total 

Received  

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

  82 m 
  14 m 

(16%) 
83.5 m 
(96%) 

*November 2016 – April 2017   **As per ongoing PRRO budget revision.  

Support to market access: Based on the “Purchase for 

Progress initiative” (P4P) this programme supports 
farmers’ access to agricultural markets through a 
collaboration between the International Fund for 
Agricultural Developmen (IFAD), the Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) and WFP. Farmers’ 
Organizations receive technical assistance and are 

provided with high-quality seeds, which enables them to 
sell production surpluses to WFP. In the south, 4,000 
farmers benefit from P4P.  
 
The Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation is 
implemented in disaster-affected areas, mainly the 
south, the south-east and the capital region. It aims to 

provide relief assistance to disaster-affected and food 
insecure communities; increase their resilience to 
shocks; and strengthen national capacity for disasters 
preparedness and responses.  

Cash-based-transfer: WFP provides assistance using 
cash-based-transfers where markets are functioning and 
when food is available but not accessible to the 
communities. 
    

 

 

Highlights 

 Madagascar’s southern region has been experiencing a 
prolonged drought reinforced by the effects of El Niño. 

This has left 1.2 million people in nine districts food-
insecure.  

 
 In October, WFP scaled up the drought-response in 

the nine most affected areas through food and cash-
based lifesaving assistance and nutritional support to 

treat moderate acute malnutrition. 
 

 WFP’s funding requirement for the drought response 
for the period November 2016 – April 2017 stands at 
USD 83.5 million. 

 

 
 

 

In Numbers 

1.8 million People affected by El Niño  

575,000 People in need of food assistance 
54% 46% xxx 

People Assisted in 

August 2016  

WFP in Madagascar addresses food security and 

malnutrition challenges through a Country Programme (CP) 
(development) and a Protracted Relief and Recovery 
Operation (emergency response). WFP is largely present in 
the drought-affected southern part of the country.   
     

Country Programme 

 

CP 200733 

(Mar. 2015- Dec. 2019)  

Total  

Requirements   

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

69 m 
20.5 m 
(30%) 

1.4 m 
(22%) 

 *November 2016 – April 2017 

In 2016, as a result of the El Niño phenomenon and of 
three consecutive years of drought and failed crop 
production, over 1.2 million people (or more than 80 
percent of the population) are currently estimated to be 
food insecure in nine districts of southern Madagascar. 

Eighty percent of the population of the affected districts are 

famers.  
 
The CP is implemented in the south of Madagascar and in 
vulnerable urban areas of Antananarivo, Tamatave (east) 
and Tulear (south-west). The CP has three components: 
support the national school feeding programme; improve 
nutritional outcomes for vulnerable groups; and improve 

access to markets for smallholder farmers.    
 
School feeding programme: The School Feeding 
programme, which supports 250,000 children, aims to 
encourage access to education in food insecure areas. It 
also acts as a safety net, transferring income in the form of 
food to drought affected food insecure households. School 

meals prevent the adoption of negative coping strategies, 
such as taking children out of school during the lean 

season.  

Nutrition: Supporting the National Office for Nutrition, 

WFP provides supplementary feeding for moderate acute 

malnutrition and prevention of stunting, targeting 111,000 

children under the age of two and pregnant and 

breastfeeding mothers in the south.   

            

 

  

    

 
 

 

 

In Numbers 

1.2 million People affected by El Niño  
 

54% 46% 367,940  
People Assisted in 

September 2016  
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Donors: African Development Bank, Andorra, Australia, 

Canada, European Union, France, Global Partnership for 
Education (through World Bank), Japan, Monaco, Norway,  
Russia, Switzerland, USAID   

 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 
 WFP response to drought in the south: in September, 

WFP provided lifesaving assistance to 367,940 people in 

seven districts through food or cash-based life-saving 
assistance and nutritional support to treat moderate acute 
malnutrition among children under the age of five.    
 

In response to a deteriorating food security situation, WFP 
is scaling up drought-response to reach 920,000 people in 

October.   
  
 School feeding: the 2016/2017 school year started on 05 

October. WFP provides school meals to 250,000 children 
from 1,200 primary schools in the south. 

 

Capacity building for national partners 
Home Grown School Feeding: WFP supports the 
Government in piloting a Home Grown School Feeding 
Programme (HGSF), linking school feeding to smallholder 
farmers’ productions in the south. For the 2016/17 school 

year, the Government will implement a pilot HGSF for 
20,000 children previously assisted by WFP in the south.      

National school feeding policy: WFP provides technical 

assistance to the Government for the elaboration of the 
national school feeding policy, which was validated at 
national level on 19 October.    

Nutrition: WFP supports Office National de Nutrition 
(ONN) in designing the National Nutrition Policy. Studies 
such as the Cost of Diet and the Cost of Hunger Analysis 
are taken into consideration, and capacity building of 
community workers is emphasised.  

Challenges 

Resourcing: the situation in the drought-affected south is 
likely to deteriorate in January‐March 2017 if humanitarian 

assistance is not scaled up. There has so far been limited 
contributions to the El Niño response. 
 
Implementation challenges: the south is an isolated 

area with bad road conditions. The two main ports (Tulear 
and Fort Dauphin) have limited capacity.  

 
Logistical challenges: WFP faces congestion at the entry 
ports in the south and augmentation of warehousing 
capacity is being explored in view of the scale-up plan. 
WFP is also considering increasing transport capacity.   

Operational issues: Following the delay in the arrival of 
USAID-donated sorghum, WFP has purchased locally 2,500 
mt of cereals and pulses in order to avoid a disruption of 
assistance.  

Partnerships 
In 2016 and 2017, WFP and FAO will provide joint relief 
assistance for in the south: unconditional food assistance 
for 1,000,000 severely food insecure people; MAM 
treatment for 90,000 children with a protection ration for 

mothers; blanket supplementary feeding to improve the 
nutritional status of 120,000 children, pregnant and 

lactating women; and agricultural support for 850,000 
people. 
 
WFP and FAO will continue to support the “Food security 
and Livelihoods” Cluster, IPC and other food security 
assessments; market assessments and commodity/price 

monitoring in the country.  
  

    
 

 
 

 
 
 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Despite vast potential, Madagascar has experienced, over 

the past decades, a stagnation in per capita income coupled 
with a rise in poverty: 92 percent of its estimated 23 
million people live below the international poverty line. 

Madagascar has experienced several political crises since 
independence in 1960. The latest (2009-2013) negatively 
affected government institutional capacity, economic 
growth and social development efforts. It also reduced 
vulnerable people's access to basic services and their ability 
to prevent and recover from frequent shocks.  

Madagascar is one of the ten countries most vulnerable to 

natural disasters affecting communities’ food and nutrition 
security. Five million people live in areas highly prone to 
cyclones, floods or drought. These risks are exacerbated by 
climate change and the El Niño phenomenon.  

In January 2016, the food security assessment mission 
indicated that 80 percent of the population in the seven 

most affected districts are severely food insecure. Most of 
households have exhausted their food stocks and are 
dedicating their remaining resources exclusively to 
procuring food.  

WFP’s Country Strategy for 2015 /2019 focuses on:  

1) Providing emergency assistance to disaster affected 
communities and increasing their resilience to shocks; 2) 

Improving access to basic social services and safety nets; 
and 3) Strengthening access to markets for small farmers.  

Strengthening national capacity and supporting the 

development of national programmes, policies and action 
plans are WFP priorities in Madagascar.  

WFP has been present in Madagascar since 1968.   

 

 

Country Director: Moumini Ouedraogo  

Contact info: Moumini.Ouedraogo@wfp.org 

Further information: www.wfp.org/Countries/Madagascar 

 

 

Chronic malnutrition: 47.3 % of 

children between 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

154 out of 188 

Income Level: Low 

Population: 23 million 

http://www.wfp.org/Countries/Madagascar

