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Office of the Resident Coordinator 
 
This report is produced by the HCT WG and covers the period from 10 to 16 February 2012. The next 
report will be issued on 23 February 2012. 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 

 In total, an estimated US$17 million are required to provide humanitarian assistance to 33,485 
households affected by the combined effects of storms and cyclone in the provinces of Zambezia, 
Gaza, Maputo, Inhambane and Nampula; 

 According to the Ministry of Agriculture, an estimated 123,000 ha of planted area was affected, of 
which 6,000 ha have been lost; 

 Damage assessments and the provision of assistance to households affected continue. Currently 
there is a need to procure more goods to prevent a break in supply and a continuation of the 
response.  

II. Situation Overview 

The combined effects of tropical storm Dando and cyclone Funso on households, schools and health 
centres in the provinces of Zambezia, Gaza, Maputo, Inhambane and Nampula are becoming much more 
evident (See map below:  Districts severely affected in Zambezia Province).  The multisectoral assessment 
carried out in early February by joint teams from Government of Mozambique (GoM) sectors and 
Humanitarian Country Team members indicates that about 33,483 households have been affected, 4,868 
houses totally destroyed, as well as 544 classrooms and 31 health centres partially or completely destroyed 
and about 6,000 ha of agricultural crop lost. An estimated US$17 million is required to support GoM sectors 
and HCT clusters in the provision of shelter and family kits, prevention of water and vector borne diseases, 
ensuring access to food and nutrition assistance to 2 per cent of children under the age of 5 in Zambezia 
Province, as well as provision of logistic services to the areas affected (see details of damage in the table 
below).   
 

Table 1. Summary of damage  
PROVINCE POPULATION HOUSES INFRASTRUCTURES 

Agricultural areas (ha) 

Individuals  Households  Partially 
destroyed 

Totally 
destroyed 

Flooded Classrooms Health 
centers 

affected  lost  

Maputo cidade 410 91 233 0 14 0 0 N/A N/A 

Maputo prov. 

 
2,893 44 0 187 10 6 N/A N/A 

Gaza 48,830 9,762 5,393 774 3,599 225 10 N/A N/A 

Inhambane 
450 90       95 5 N/A N/A 

Zambezia 66,946 17,082 9,167 4,104 4,455 197 9 N/A N/A 

Nampula 2,835 567 347     5 1 N/A N/A 

Total 119,471 33,485 15,184 4,878 8,255 544 31 122,947 5,923 

Source: INGC (as of 1 Feb, data being verified in some provinces) 

 
The multisectoral teams deployed to areas affected, mainly the districts of Zambezia Province, are focusing 
on the implementation of the response plan and ensuring access to areas cut off by water during the 
inundation peak. In the northern region, the Ministry of Health (MoH) and partners are taking the required 
steps to control the cholera situation in the Montepuez district of Cabo Delgado Province.  
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In relation to cyclone and flood response, the current resource used is from (1) the internal resources from 
GoM emergency contingency funds (which were decentralized this year); (2) clusters’ in-country stocks; and 
(3) funds from bi-bilateral partners. 
 
Though the focus is to enable affected households to return to normalcy, there are still gaps to fully provide 
assistance to affected communities. Immediate financial support is therefore crucial to ensure the 
normalization of the situation and to reinforce the HCT members’ intervention capacity, taking into account 
the forecast by SARCOF and the National Meteorological Services (INAM) which is forecasting a likelihood 
of heavy rainfall for the central region. This region is traversed by the Zambezi River, which is currently 
presenting high hydrometrics levels at its two main stations, Caia and Marromeu, thus increasing the risk of 
flooding in lowlands.  
 
The updated forecast is once again affirming the prediction that this season will be difficult due to the 
effect of La Nina. During this week Mozambique faced the threat of a tropical cyclone Giovanna, which 
significantly impacted Madagascar and entered the Mozambique Channel during the last 24 hours. As of 
today, however, the risk of Giovanna affecting Mozambique has eased as it is moving towards south-east 
Madagascar.    
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

 EMERGENCY SHELTER 
Needs: According to GoM, the total number of houses damaged is as follows: 4,878 destroyed, 14,837 
partially destroyed and 8,255 flooded. About 17,082 households were affected in Zambézia province. With 
the in-country prepositioned emergency material, and the donation from bilateral partners (tarpaulins and 
tool kits), about 7,500 households can be currently be supported with emergency shelter material. The 
cluster requires US$ 2,852,625 to cover the immediate needs of the households affected. 
Response: The Cluster and GoM counterparts conducted an initial multi-sector assessment; the team 
identified target beneficiaries and distributed emergency shelter and non-food items (NFIs) to the most 
vulnerable population affected. The elderly, women, child-headed households, people with disabilities and 
those with chronic diseases were prioritized and supported in the building of shelters. The Cluster has also 
procured and distributed emergency shelter material and NFIs to cover the needs of the households 
affected; developed awareness materials for emergency shelter (booklets on the use of shelter kits); carried 
out advocacy on sustainable construction and safe shelter and settlement (“building back better”) with 
government institutions and humanitarian agencies, and monitored activities in field. 
Gaps & Constraints: The main gap is the lack of emergency shelter material, mainly tool kits for covering 
the current shelter needs of the rest of affected populations during the response phase.  
 

 FOOD SECURITY 
Needs:  About 6,000 ha of crop have been destroyed, and the Cluster and the Ministry of Agriculture 
(MINAG) are in need of seeds to cover the districts affected in Maputo, Gaza and Zambézia provinces. Food 
is required for 83,000 people for an initial 30-day period.  
Response: The Cluster is currently supplying emergency food totaling 800 metric tons of cereals, enough to 
83,924 people for one month. This includes 77,424 people in Zambezia and 6,500 in Maputo. Most of the 
cereals have been locally purchased. Distributions are ongoing, and 725 tons of cereals have already been 
distributed to beneficiaries. Additionally, INGC is coordinating ad hoc emergency assistance, provided by 
civil society and the private sector in main urban centers. 
Gaps & Constraints: The Cluster is supporting a food security vulnerability assessment, led by SETSAN, in 
five provinces, covering 10 districts. The Ministry of Agriculture’s early crop loss assessment is also being 
carried out.  
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 HEALTH 
Needs: While all health centres visited assessed maintain their response capacity, some districts are in need 
of support for an additional water purification tablet stocks, the repair of four destroyed health facilities 
and the replacement of laboratory kits for water quality control in Maganja da Costa district. To ensure 
adequate support to affect health centers, the Cluster requires US$1,132,167. 

Response: Information received from the cluster-supported multisectoral rapid assessment in Zambezia 
Province indicates that sanitation conditions, as well as community behavior towards the use of latrines, 
are a risk factor and could cause the transmission of water and vector borne diseases such as diarrheal  
diseases, malaria or cholera. Although not to the linked the flooding, , Montepuez district in Cabo Delgado 
Province reported 35 cholera new cases between 6 and 12 February 2012, making a cumulative figure of 54 
cases this month. The sector is undertaking prevention measures to prevent the escalation of the problem. 
Health staff continues to carry out community sensitisation on water and vector borne disease prevention, 
supported by the use of chlorine for water purification and the distribution of IEC material. 

Gaps & Constraints: There is a limited number of health workers. For example, only two medical doctors 
are assisting the response in the district of Maganja da Costa. The provision of assistance to damaged 
hospitals is slow.  

 

 LOGISTICS 
Needs: While access to the affected areas is improving, the need for rapid movement of goods is 
increasing. Logistics services for transport, storage and handling are immediately required in the province 
of Zambézia where supply is limited and most of the partners have limited logistic capacity. In this regards 
the clusters requires US$932,488 to assist all partners, including the INGC, to rapidly move goods to areas 
in need. 
Response: This Cluster has secured 800 metric tons of warehouse facilities in Quelimane at no cost for 
Cluster members. The Cluster is also coordinating and following up at the CTGC/CENOE level, which is 
necessary to synergize all logistics efforts. Subject to funding availability, the Logistics Cluster has identified 
potential transporters for Inhambane Province, as a preparedness measure for cyclones. Warehousing 
capacity identification for Inhambane Province is underway. 
Gaps & Constraints: Micaune district, in Zambezia Province, remains inaccessible by road; therefore 
transport of 40.8 tons of maize has been arranged by boat. The sector is in need of resources to ensure the 
rapid movement of goods to the population affected. 
 

 PROTECTION &  EDUCATION 
Needs: Around 114 schools were completely or partially destroyed, affecting the education of 49,635 
school children in Zambezia Province. The largest number of children affected is in Namacurra district (31 
per cent) and Maganja da Costa (26 per cent). The sector urgently needs to bring back a sense of normalcy 
to pupils affected and to the education system, by ensuring that destroyed schools are fully restored. The 
sectors require US$872,340 to provide schools tents and OVC learning as well as recreational kits to the 
children affected.  
 
Response:  The Cluster, in collaboration with the Ministry of Education (MINED), provided 12 tents, 
tarpaulin and 2,491 leaners’ kits to the worst hit districts of Namacurra, Nicoadala and Maganja da Costa in 
Zambezia Province. With support from the Cluster, various school materials for affected children, 5,072 zinc 
sheets and 151 textbooks were provided covering over 40 per cent of the sector’s needs in the affected 
districts.   Staff from MINED in collaboration with GoM sectors were deployed to Zambezia, Gaza and 
Inhambane provinces to assess the situation and assist in the coordination of the response. Additionally, 
MINED is spearheading an evaluation of the damaged schools in all 3 affected provinces. The repair of some 
conventional schools has already commenced, led by MINED, using funds from their school construction 
allocations.  
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For protection of affected families, 773 family kits and 1,200 dignity kits were distributed to the most 
vulnerable households in Zambezia Province, as well as 2 recreational kits for Assistance Centers. 
Additionally, 1,500 dignity kits will be distributed in Maputo, Gaza and Zambezia provinces.  Community 
radio programmes focused on protection-related issues in Zambezia and Gaza provinces IEC materials are 
being prepared for dissemination against GBV.  
 
Gaps & Constraints: As most of the education and protection materials are stored in warehouses in 
Zambezia Province, logistical support is required to ensure the rapid distributions of these relief items. Few 
schools have already been repaired, and others still need additional resources in order to complete 
rehabilitation work. The Provincial Directorate of Education DPECs need to take active responsibility in 
leading the sectoral response and coordination, as does the Provincial Emergency Operation Centers COEs. 
Active participation of school construction focal points in the DPECs and in the assessment of damage to 
schools would provide a more accurate analysis of the situation.   
 
 

 WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 
Needs: To provide safe water, sanitation and hygiene to the districts affected, the sector requires 
US$1,685,000. Pledges of US$1,000,000 are still to be confirmed.   
Response: The sectors have deployed staff to Zambezia Province to support coordination in the field. The 
Cluster is currently supporting the rehabilitation of boreholes and the installation of water tanks with 
capacity to serve about 2,000 individuals in Quelimane. The Cluster has also distributed IEC materials in 
local languages targeting risky community hygiene behavior, distributing family kits, plastic buckets, and 10l 
flexible jerry cans as well as water purification material covering 50 percent of the needs in the Zambezia 
Province.  
Gaps & Constraints: While the sanitation problem is critical in Zambezia Province, immediate financial 
assistance is critical to prevent the spread of water and vector borne diseases, taking into account the 
diarrheal cases already reported in health sector. 
 

 NUTRITION 

Needs: While practically all health centres in affected districts of Zambezia Province maintain their normal 
response capacity, there are no supplementary feeding programmes for malnourished children. 
Response: At the request of MoH, and in the absence of CSB, some 13.7 tons of BP5 compact foods are 
being delivered to Quelimane, for the setting up of health centre-based supplementary feeding in the 
districts of Chinde, Maganja da Costa, Nicoadala, Pebane, Inhassunge, Namacurra, Mocuba and Quelimane 
city. Up to 10,000 moderately malnourished under-five children will be targeted. 
Gaps & Constraints: Financial assistance may be necessary to continue/expand the programme, should 
medium term food security be threatened as a result of the emergency. 
 

IV. Coordination 

Daily CTGC coordination meetings are held at Central CENOE and at provincial COE in Zambezia Province. 
The Coordination is focusing on monitoring the implementation of the response plan and on streamlining 
the response and assistance to affected populations.  HCT Cluster Leads coordination meetings are held to 
reinforce closer coordination and collaboration at all levels. It also highlights the need for immediate 
intervention to support Zambezia Province, taking into account the current events and the updated 
weather forecast.  
 
Following up the joint multisectoral assessment results, the HCT is mobilizing funds to support the 
emergency operation, given the fact that the initial response has overstretched GoM Emergency 
contingency plans funds. Gaps are still reported in several sectors. While NGO partners could individually 
mobilize funds, they are requested to inform the clusters Leads so that duplication is avoided. 
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V. Funding 

 
The mulisectoral preliminary assessment that followed the GoM 
request for assistance indicates that financial support totaling   
US$17,664,837 is required to cover humanitarian needs in 
shelter; water, sanitation and hygiene; food assistance and 
nutrition; health promotion; ensure the functioning of the 
education system, the provision of logistical services’ as well as seeds. 
The Government has received in-kind donations from US/OFDA and Japan. Some have received pledges 
from US/OFDA and private sector Japanese companies. Also, the Government of Switzerland has donated 
250,000 CHF. 

VI. Contact 

Please contact: 
Maputo: Jennifer topping. UN Resident Coordinator and HCT Chair  
Jennifer.topping@one.un.org, (+258) 21 48 51 58;  
 
Maputo: Lola Castro, WFP Representative and HCT Working Group Chair 
Lola.castro@wfp.org, (+258) 82 301 428 0;   
 
Maputo: Casimiro Sande, Emergency Officer and HCT  
Casimiro.antonio@one.un.org, (+258) 820736710; 21485159/ 65/67  
 
 
Map.1. Districts severally affected in the Zambezia province  

 
  
 

Total requested  
17,664,837(US$) 

Total funded 
2,057,276 
(US$) 
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