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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Wheat planting will start in major producing regions 
soon and 2017 output will depend on weather 

 Wheat production in 2016 recovered from previous 
year’s very low level 

 Wheat import requirements in 2016/17 forecast to 
sharply decrease from last year’s high level 

 Prices of beef and mutton increased in recent 
months to reflect market seasonality 

 Livestock sector and rural population affected by 
severe winter 

Wheat planting will start soon and 2017 
production will depend on weather 
Local crop production depends essentially on adequate and 
timely rainfall. Given the short length of the growing season (from 
late May to early September), the early germination of crops is 
crucial to obtain a good production in the Central Agricultural 
Region, where around 80 percent of cereals are grown. The 
timely germination depends on the thawing of snow in May and 
timely rains during the early season. 

Wheat production in 2016 recovered from 
previous year’s sharply-reduced level 
Harvestings of the 2016 main season cereal crops, mainly wheat, 
barley and oats, was completed in September. The 2016 wheat 
production is officially estimated at 467 000 tonnes, up 
129 percent from the 2015 drought-reduced level and close to the 
2014 record. This is the result of a recovery in both plantings and 
yields reflecting favourable weather conditions and Government 
support measures, including the distribution of subsidized fuel, 
seeds, pesticides, herbicides and fertilizers. 

Cereal import requirements in 2016/17 
marketing year forecast to sharply decrease 

Wheat and rice are the two major imported cereals, mainly from 
the Russian Federation and Kazakhstan. Cereal imports in the 
2016/17 marketing year (October/September) are forecast at 
81 000 tonnes, well below last year’s high level of 244 000 
tonnes. This reflects lower wheat imports, which are forecast at 
50 000 tonnes, four times less than in 2015/16 and close to the 
five-year average, reflecting the strong rebound in 2016 
production. Rice (not produced in the country) imports in 2016 
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are anticipated to remain close to the previous year’s level of 
25 000 tonnes. 

Prices of beef and mutton meat decreased in 
recent months 

Prices of beef and mutton, which are main local staple foods, 
increased seasonally from October-November 2016 in the 
capital, Ulaanbaatar, mainly reflecting increased market supplies. 
The prices of beef and mutton in February were 33.1 percent and 
38.6 percent, respectively, higher than three months earlier, but 
they were only 6.1 percent higher for beef and 0.4 percent lower 
for mutton than a year earlier. Meat prices have the usual 
seasonal lows during October-December and highs during May-
July. 
 
Wheat flour price in Ulaanbaatar, in February decreased by 
3.9 percent from the previous month and 5.5 percent from a year 
earlier, mainly due to strong supply as a result of a good wheat 
harvest in 2016. 

Livestock sector and rural population affected 
by severe winter in 2016/17 

The country has experienced harsh winter conditions which have 
severely impacted herders’ livelihoods. The extreme cold 
(-40 degrees Celcius), following the drought during the summer 
2016, has depleted reserves of hay and fodder for livestock. 
Grazing and movements of animals have become increasingly 
difficult in the north of the country. 
 
A severe winter in which a large number of livestock die due to 
lack of grazing resources or cold is called “dzud” in Mongolia. 
The Government of Mongolia has reported “dzud or near-“dzud” 
conditions in 127 soums of 17 provinces and two districts of 
Ulaanbaatar city. More than 165 000 people (about 43 000 
herder families) are reported to have been affected as the poor 
health and death of livestock places them at risk of decreased 
incomes and food insecurity. 
 
In response to the unfolding situation, the Government of 
Mongolia allocated MNT 3.7 billion (USD 1.5 million) to assist the 
affected populations. The United Nations allocated 
USD 1.1 million to support 3 500 of the most vulnerable herder 
households with Agriculture and Early Recovery activities. 

 
 

 
 

 

 


