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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 The 2012 early season cereal crops harvest estimated 
above last year’s level 

 Slightly higher cereal imports in current marketing year 

 Price for rice increased sharply recently but remains 
below last year’s level 

 Food insecurity concerns due to adverse impact of floods 
and conflict in Rakhine state 

The 2012 early season cereal crops harvest 
estimated above last year’s level 
Harvesting of the 2012 early (secondary) season crops, mainly maize, 
wheat and secondary paddy was completed in June. 
 
Following a period of abundant rains at the very start of the 2012 
agricultural season (September-October), dry weather set in from late 
October stretching for six dekads. Rains however, resumed more 
normal patterns between January and June. Most of paddy and wheat 
crop in the early season is irrigated, therefore the dry spells had a 
limited impact on the crops. 
 
Planting of the 2012 main season paddy crop, which normally accounts 
for approximately 80 percent of the national annual output, was 
completed in June under generally favourable weather conditions.  
The aggregate 2012 paddy output (early and main seasons) is 
expected to return to an average level of 31 million tonnes, after it 
decreased in 2011 due to floods.  
  
The 2012 maize crop, harvested earlier in the year, is estimated to 1.5 
million tonnes, some 15 percent higher than in 2011, reflecting mainly a 
slight expansion of almost 2 percent in the planted area, adequate input 
supply during the growing season, as well as high demand for the crop 
from the feed industry and from neighbouring China. 
 
Overall, the annual total cereal harvest for 2012 is forecast at 32.9 
million tonnes (including paddy) showing a slight increase of about 4 
percent over the previous year’s below average output and some 1.7 
percent above the average of the last five years.  
 
Rice is the dominant cereal in the country accounting for about 90 
percent of the aggregate cereal production. 

The 2011 cereal harvest declined from previous 
year due to floods 

The annual total cereal harvest for 2011 is estimated at 31.7 million 
tonnes, indicating a slight decline over the previous year’s bumper 
output. The decrease in total cereal output is mainly attributed to a drop 
in production of the main season paddy crop due to severe localized 
flooding in the central part of the country following heavy rains during 
the season.  

Slightly higher cereal imports in current marketing 
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year 
Myanmar imports mainly wheat which is not produced locally. In 
2012/13 (July/June) marketing year, the imports are forecast slightly 
above last year’s level at around 160 000 tonnes, in response to 
increasing demand. 
 
Overall, the total cereal import requirement for 2012/13 is forecast at 
205 000 tonnes, up by some 5.1 percent on the 2011/12 level.  

Price of rice increased sharply in recent months  

The wholesale price for rice, the main staple food in the country, has 
been increasing since the first week of June and is 4 percent higher 
than a year earlier. The increase is mainly on account of rising demand 
of Emata 25% rice variety for export. 
 
The latest information from the Central Statistical Organization (CSO) 
indicates that the year-on-year food price inflation in December 2011 
decreased by 2.3 percent. 

Food insecurity concerns due to adverse impact of 
floods and conflict in Rakhine state  
Overall, food security situation has improved except in areas affected 
by the floods in October 2011. Official estimates indicate that over 160 
people were killed and 36 000 adversely affected, with the majority 
located in Magway, Mandalay and Sagaing regions. Additionally, crop 
losses due to the floods severely affected the food security situation in 
northern Paletwa and Madupi. 
 
Furthermore, in Myanmar’s Rakhine state located in the northwest of 
the country, thousands of people were displaced, after serious inter-
communal violence in June 2012. The Government has therefore 
declared a state of emergency in this state. 
 
According to WFP pockets of food insecurity exist particularly in 
Buthidaung, Maungdaw and Rathedaung of Northern Rakhine state 
(NRS) and Pakkoku in the Dryzone.  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 


