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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Poor rains recorded in the major crop growing areas 
during 2011/12 agricultural season 

 Price for rice decreased slightly in recent months, after it 
rose moderately since the beginning of 2010 

 Food insecurity concerns due to adverse impact of floods 
and conflict in Kachin state 

Poor rains recorded in the major crop growing 
areas during 2011/12 agricultural season 

Following a period of abundant rains at the very start of the 2011/12 
agricultural season (September-October), dry weather set in from late 
October stretching for six dekads, which may affect the maize and 
wheat crops and also the secondary season (dry) rice crop. Most of 
paddy crop in this season is irrigated, but lack of rainfall may reduce the 
total water supply for irrigation in some areas. 
 
Harvesting of the 2011 main season paddy was completed by 
December. Heavy rains in early October caused severe localized 
flooding in the central region of the country which resulted in the 
estimated drop in production of the main season paddy crop, which 
normally accounts for approximately 80 percent of the national annual 
output. 
 
A preliminary FAO estimate puts the 2011 annual aggregate paddy 
output at 30 million tonnes (equivalent to 19 million tonnes of milled 
rice), a decrease of about 3 percent from the good harvest a year 
before. 
 
Rice is the dominant cereal in the country accounting for more than 90 
percent of the aggregate cereal production.  
 
The annual total cereal harvest for 2011 is estimated at 31.7 million 
tonnes (including paddy) indicating a slight decrease over the previous 
year’s below average output. Nonetheless, the country is expected to 
produce some exportable surplus of rice and maize. 
 
Myanmar imports mainly wheat which is not produced locally. Since 
wheat imports in the 2010/11 marketing year (July/June) were above-
average resulting in some carryover stocks, the total cereal import 
requirement for 2011/12 is forecast at 195 000 tonnes, slightly below 
the level a year before.  

Price for rice decreased slightly in recent months, 
after it rose moderately since the beginning of 
2010 

The average retail price for rice, the main staple food in the country, 
decreased over the last few months and has come down somewhat 
from the record level reached in May 2011. 
 
In November 2011 rice prices were 5.7 percent lower than the same 
month last year. At the same time, however, the latest information from 
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the Central Statistical Office indicates that the year-on-year food price 
inflation in November 2011 was 1.9 percent. 

Food insecurity concerns due to adverse impact of 
floods and conflict in Kachin state  
Overall, food security situation has improved except in areas affected 
by the floods in October. Official estimates indicate that over 160 
people were killed and 36 000 adversely affected, with the majority 
located in Magway, Mandalay and Sagaing regions. Furthermore, in 
Myanmar’s northern Kachin state, thousands of people were displaced, 
after recent fighting between Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and the 
government forces. According to WFP pockets of food insecurity exist 
particularly in Buthidaung Maungdaw, Rathedaung of NRS and 
Pakkoku in the Dryzone. In 2011 the international donors responded 
with a total of USD 54 million for development of the key livelihoods 
sectors.  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 


