
Different steps the EU should take 

immediately and in the coming years to 

create a comprehensive approach to the 

benefits and challenges of migration.
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Recent developments in 
restrictive EU migration 
policies

April 2015 – Ten Point Action Plan on Migration

The annual number of asylum applications 
in the European Union (EU) increased 
significantly in 2014, before doubling in 
2015. EU Member States responded to this 
sharp rise in asylum claims with restrictive 
migration policy measures. These measures 
set in motion a domino effect of similarly 
restrictive policies across the EU and in other 
states, aimed at deterring migration to the 
region.
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Source: Eurostat (migr_asyappctza).

BORDERS ARE                 
TIGHTENED

RESPONSIBILITY IS 
EVADED

AID IS 
RESTRICTED

Most EU policies regard migration 
as a security issue, and focus on 
deterring movement and detaining 
people, rather than the provision 
of humanitarian assistance or 
promoting respect for human rights.

Through EU policies, Member 
States are outsourcing migration 
management to countries of origin 
and transit instead of facilitating safe 
and regular migration, highlighting 
a lack of responsibility sharing as 
regards resettlement, relocation and 
returns.

Most agreements between EU 
Member States and third countries 
tie assistance (such as economic 
incentives or visa waivers) to the 
condition of preventing migration.

May 2015 – A European Agenda 
on Migration

March 2016 - EU-Turkey Agreement
June 2016 - Partnership Framework With Third 
Countries 

December 2016 - Joint Action Plan on the 
Implementation of the EU-Turkey Statement 

January 2017 - Joint Communication on 
the Central Mediterranean Route 

 February 2017 -  Malta Declaration 

Additional relevant policies

• EU Action Plan on return

• Valletta Political Declaration and Action Plan (VAP)

• Joint Way Forward

• Launch of EU Border and Coast Guard Agency

Evidence Based?

Migration debates are highly politicised in Europe and objective evidence based on research and 
analysis is not always taken into account when designing and evaluating migration policies.

July 2017 -  Action Plan to Support Italy

Disclaimer: This infographic presents a selection of European policies
relevant to migration rather than an exhaustive list of all policy
initiatives related to the subject.

Plan outlining the direct, substantial 

measures to be taken immediately by 

European institutions and the 28 Member 

States in response to the situation in the 

Mediterranean.

A framework aimed at managing 

migratory flows prior to arrival in Europe, 

as well as tackling the root causes of 

irregular migration in origin, transit, and 

destination countries.

Joint EU–Greece plan outlining additional efforts 

to strengthen the implementation of the EU-Turkey 

Statement and how to ‘alleviate the pressure’ on 

the Greek islands.

Declaration by the members of the 

European Council on managing the 

external aspects of migration. 

A joint agreement on common efforts 

between the EU and Turkey aimed at 

ending irregular migration from Turkey 

to the EU.

Communication from the EU to European 

institutions identifying a set of key actions 

to be started quickly in order to deter the 

various stages of migration along the Central 

Mediterranean route.

A series of immediate measures that can be 

taken by EU Member States, the Commission, 

EU Agencies, and Italy specifically to manage 

the increasing numbers of arrivals along the 

Central Mediterranean Route.
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