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A father holds his daughter in a Hirat IDP site. Credit: James St John Cox/OCHA 

HIGHLIGHTS 

• The major wheat producing 

provinces that rely mainly on 

rain-fed crops, the seasonal 

precipitation received is half or 

less of the long term average. 

• UNHCR has just undertaken a 

field-based IDP verification 

exercise of the 620,000 conflict 

IDPs registered. 

• CHF fund targeted for 450,000 

children who are severely 

acutely malnourished. 

• ERF approves $1.8 million in 

funding in 2014. 

• 22 incidents against 

humanitarians recorded in 

March. 

FIGURES 

  Province             Precipitation   

Kunduz 19% 

Takhar 35% 

Jawzjan 40% 

Badakhshan 41% 

Zabul 43% 

Sar-ePul 51% 

Faryab 52% 

Hirat 52% 

Badghis 53% 

Balkh 55% 

Kandahar 56% 

   Source: Fewsnet 2014 

CHAP APPEAL 

406 million  
requested (USD) 

 

HUMANITARIAN AID 

COMMITTED TO 

AFGHANISTAN 

163 million 
(USD) 

   Source: FTS Mar 2014 

  

    

 

 

 
In 11 provinces the seasonal precipitation so far was very poor. 

 
 
In nine of the major wheat producing provinces that rely mainly on rain-fed crops, the 
seasonal precipitation received is half or less of the long term average. Kunduz, Takhar, 
Jawzjan and Badakhshan in particular have only received 19% to 41% of the average 
precipitation for the season so far.  
 
No crop prospects reports from MAIL have been seen since January, when 2 provinces 
were identified where the winter wheat crop was performing poorly: Zabul and Kandahar.    
While the overall precipitation pattern for the growing season is still unclear, food security 
partners need to monitor the situation very closely from March to June. These three 
months are the most critical for rainfall in the wheat growing season.  
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Humanitarian needs assessments in 2014 
Food security: The pre-harvest Seasonal Food Security Assessment (SFSA) will be 
done in 178 districts of all 34 provinces, conducted by FSA cluster members. 8,500 
households, 850 community focus groups and 136 traders will be surveyed between 
March and July. The assessment will determine the level of food insecurity in the 
provinces as well as at national level; identify vulnerable groups; learn about shocks 
causing food insecurity; and better understand food utilization (intra-households) along 
with food accessibility. The results are expected around early July.  

 
Nutrition: The nutrition cluster plans to undertake SMART surveys (Standardised 
Monitoring and Assessment of Relief and Transitions) to achieve a baseline, a mid-term 
survey (6 months) and a 12 months survey of the top 20 priority districts benefitting from 
CHF funding. The cluster also plans to invest heavily in improving the information 
management and data available from the network of CMAM programmes.  
 
Annual assessments to determine programme coverage are envisaged on an annual 
basis to determine whether programmes are functioning optimally and reaching the 
maximum number of malnourished children in need (SQUEAC - Semi Qualitative 
Evaluation of Access and Coverage). Resource permitting, causal analysis studies will 
also be planned in districts where the highest Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) is 
observed.   
 
Health: The health cluster will shortly initiate a health facility functionality survey intended 
to establish a clear picture of coverage and constraints to accessing services. Initially the 
survey will focus on identifying where facilities may have closed due to insecurity and 
difficult access. The assessment will also audit the services provided, human resources 
and drugs and supplies available at operating health facilities, in reference to the 
catchment population, giving a picture of where and what gaps exist in the provision of 
essential basic and life saving services. 
 
IDPs: UNHCR has just undertaken a field-based IDP verification exercise of the 620,000 
conflict IDPs registered on their database, along with the Department of Refugees and 
Returnees and UNHCR’s partners. The data compilation activity is currently ongoing; 

  
Full report can be accessed at: 
http://www.msf.org/article/betw
een-rhetoric-and-reality-
ongoing-struggle-access-
healthcare-afghanistan 

Rain Fed 
Agriculture Land 
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results are expected to be available in the second quarter of 2014. The maximum 
anticipated reduction in the number of actual IDPs is estimated at 20%. 
 
IOM recorded 8,356 people were displaced due to natural disasters in 2013; all 1,800 
drought-induced IDP families will continue to be tracked. 
 

Common Humanitarian Fund opens and prioritises life-saving health 
and nutrition action. 
The Common Humanitarian Fund (CHF) was opened in March and was immediately 

oversubscribed by eligible partners. 21 nongovernment organisations and four United 

Nations agencies working in emergency health and nutrition applied for $20 million of 

funding made available by donors so far. The projects, which are being reviewed, cover 

almost 80 districts of the south, southeast, east and northeastern regions of Afghanistan 

where the conflict makes life-saving health and nutrition services the highest priority.  
 
Treating injuries and severe acute malnutrition: The priority of the initial allocation is 
treating injuries and acute malnutrition of people affected by conflict. This will be done in 
a number of ways; by providing first aid trauma posts and ambulances to ensure the 
speedy transfer of war casualties to equipped, staffed health facilities; and by ensuring 
proper care and feeding of malnourished children. 
 
450,000 acutely malnourished children targeted: The proposed activities will bring 
emergency health support to more than 5.3 million affected people and target almost 
450,000 children who are severely acutely malnourished. The CHF has already received 
pledges of $20 million donor funds, with contributions already received from the United 
Kingdom ($8.2 million) and the United Nations ($1 million). The CHF is seeking $80 
million of support from donors in 2014. 
 

Monitoring winter distributions in the Kabul informal settlements 
Post distribution monitoring: The Kabul informal settlements (KIS) the KIS task force 
conducted a post distribution monitoring and evaluation (PDM) exercise in March, of over 
700 beneficiaries. These 700 people were the same people interviewed by the task force 
during the joint needs assessment of November 2013.  
 
The questionnaire asked questions about specific topics (quantity, quality, relevance, 
impact, coordination and tracking) relevant to the three strategic goals of the task force 
(1. relevance, 2. Impact and 3. innovation) rather than about the specific items distributed 
(heating fuel, nonfood items, winter clothes and cash). 
 
Goods preferred to cash: This winter cash-based assistance was piloted by the Danish 
Refugee Council (DRC) and Welthungerhilfes. 82 per cent of respondents expressed 
their preference for in-kind assistance. The main reasons given for these preference were 
the difficulties in purchasing items away from KIS sites, a particular concern by women 
that the cash may not be used for its intended purpose, and that costs are reduced when 
bulk purchases are done by organisations. 
 
Recommendations and next steps: The report recommended that the KIS taskforce 
introduce standards for KIS winter relief packages, and that all involved service providers 
and donors should be given information about the most appropriate winter relief 
packages prior to winter 2014-15.   
 
The report also recommends that the principle of do no harm should be taken into 
consideration, to consider the unforeseen impacts of the aid. As an example, while 
firewood is the most preferred heating fuel for KIS residents, it has both short and long-
term environmental impacts (e.g. deforestation). 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The full presentation can be 
accessed at: 
https://afg.humanitarianrespo
nse.info/document/kis-pdm-
report-winter-2013-2014 
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Declining Refugee returns over past decade 
March saw the lowest ever number of refugee returns recorded in a single month  

 
Monthly lows of new IDPs in January, February 2104 

 

Monthly lows of newly internally displaced people were recorded in first two months of 

2014. 2,900 IDPs were registered in January 2014 compared to 16,500 for the same 

month in 2013. A similar change occurred in February 2014 where 3,500 were recorded 

compared to 13,000 in February last year.  
 
Two thirds of IDPs move out of Sa’adat camp, Herat in search of jobs, 
income. 
Many IDP families left Sa’adat site: In the final days of March, many families left the 
Sa’adat site and have moved out of the site to areas closer to Hirat city where there are 
livelihood and work opportunities. Around two thirds of the population of Sa’adat have 
now moved to or around Shaidayee garden, in the east of the city. More than 600 families 
remain in Sa’adat: they will receive an additional installment of food rations from WFP in 
April. 
 
WASH items distributed in Hirat camps: In March, humanitarian actors provided water, 
sanitation and hygiene (WASH) items for the camps around Hirat city. Hygiene kits were 
provided to 1,434 families by DRC and UNICEF, while latrines and hygiene training were 
provided by the Department of Rural Rehabilitation and Development (DRRD), with 
funding from UNICEF. WASH needs at the Karizak and Pashdan sites still require 
additional attention. 
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For further information, please contact:  

 

Aidan O’Leary, OCHA Head of Office, oleary@un.org, cell +93 79 300 1101  

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at: http://afg.humanitarianresponse.info | www.unocha.org |www.reliefweb.int 

 

No attacks on the clinics/schools used as polling stations 
During the April National and Provincial elections, many schools and health facilities were 
used as polling stations, even though the humanitarian community had requested for 
alternatives to be found. Despite the expected increase in violence during the election 
period; there was no systematic targeting of the schools and health facilities used as 
polling stations. 
 
A total of 22 incidents -including seven crime incidents - affected humanitarians in March 
nine provinces. Seven people were killed, three injured, two abducted and one staff 
person was arrested and detained.  The central region registered eight incidents including 
five crime incidents in Kabul; six incidents were registered in the Southern region 
registered six, four in the East, three in the West and one in the North.   The incidents in; 
complex attacks including direct attacks, abductions, small arms fire/ sharp object 
attacks, improvised explosive device detonations and arson.  

 
No evidence of deliberate targeting of health personnel: A higher number of incidents 
were recorded on health workers in March 2014 than the previous two months. Nine 
incidents were recorded across seven provinces. Despite the increased incidents against 
vaccinators, there is no evidence of deliberate targeting of immunization personnel.  
 
In Sangin district, Helmand three immunization campaign personnel were killed after a 
pressure-plate IED detonated against their motorcycle, whilst another immunization 
volunteer was stabbed during a dispute with a local resident. An immunization supervisor 
was abducted while on transit and released six hours later upon the establishment of his 
profile. In Kunar an NGO vaccinator along with five other civilians were arrested and 
remain in custody. In Nimroz a magnetic IED was attached to an NGO ambulance 
detonated destroying the ambulance and in Kunar an NGO clinic was collaterally 
impacted following an attack within its vicinity. In Nangahar five government registered 
polio vaccinators and their driver were abducted and released within hours following 
negotiations by local elders whilst Takhar province registered its first hospital robbery 
incident. 

 

Humanitarian Financing Update 
Humanitarian funding for 2014 reaches $163 million: The overall humanitarian funding 
total for Afghanistan in 2014 to date reached USD $163 million in March. Of this total, 
39.7 per cent ($64.7 million) was provided to the International Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Movement and humanitarian activities outside the Common Humanitarian 
Action Plan (CHAP). 
 
78 per cent of humanitarian funding from top 3 donors: The top three donors to 
humanitarian funding in Afghanistan in 2014 are Japan (32 per cent), the European 
Commission (24.4 per cent) and the United States of America (21.1 per cent). These 
three donors have contributed a combined 77.5 per cent of all humanitarian funding to 
date. 
 
ERF approves $1.8 million in funding in 2014: OCHA has received 28 proposals for 
funding from the Emergency Response Fund in 2014, of which seven projects have been 
approved for a total of $1.8 million. 43 per cent of the approved proposals are from 
Afghan organisations, and more than half of the projects will be located in the provinces 
of the Central Region. 

 

 
 

 

 


