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HIGHLIGHTS 
• Over 6,000 Afghans newly 

displaced in August 2012 

because of conflict 

• Over 50,000 Afghan refugee 

returnees provided with initial 

assistance support to date in 

2012 

• No provinces assessed to be in 

the emergency phase in first 

IPC release 

• 14 reported humanitarian 

access-related incidents in 

August 

FIGURES 
Total Afghan 
Population 

27 m 

Conflict Induced 
IDPs 

~413,000 

Undocumented 
Afghans in Iran 

1.4 m 

Registered 
Afghans in Iran 

1 m 

Undocumented 
Afghans in 
Pakistan 

1 m 

Registered 
Afghans in 
Pakistan 

1.9 m 

Registered in 
other countries 

200,000 

Source: UNHCR/IOM as of 06/2012 

CAP FUNDING 

448 million  
requested (US$) 

 

34% funded 

 

 

  

 

 

August 2012, a deadly month for Afghan 
civilians 
August 2012 was one of the deadliest month for civilians since UNAMA Human Rights 
began recording civilian casualties, with 374 civilians killed and 581 injured. The month of 
Ramadan was dominated by large-scale, targeted and brutal acts of violence, which 
doubled the figure of civilian casualties as compared to the holy month last year. 
Spectacular high profile attacks were perpetrated in Kunduz, including a radio controlled 
explosive attached to a motorbike which exploded in the middle of a busy market in Archi 
district center.  Nimroz, a province that previously witnessed only a moderate volume of 
insurgent activity, suffered the single most deadly attack in 2012 so far when coordinated 
multiple suicide strikes hit three separate crowded locations in Zaranj city. Hirat also 
registered a high number of civilian casualties during a suicide attack at an Afghan 
National Army check point. 

 
In the north, a number of targeted attacks were reported in Faryab, Jawzjan, Balkh, 
Takhar and Badakhshan. The central region registered one high profile attack when a 
suicide attack in Logar caused a low number of casualties but no fatalities. Targeted 
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killings were reported in the Western provinces of Ghor and Badghis. Additionally, 
Kandahar, Helmand and Ghazni maintained high volumes of security incidents, marked 
by an increase in targeted attacks. Meanwhile in the East, magnetic explosives continued 
to plague road travel in Jalalabad - Nangarhar. In Ghazni, multi targeted attacks were 
reported while fighting in Andar continues to cause internal displacement, while rocket 
use escalated in Zabul. Election-related intimidations in the run up to the parliamentary 
elections in September were reported in areas in the East, South and Western parts of 
the Country.  

Anti-government elements continue to cause the vast majority of civilian casualties, 
bearing responsibility for over 85% of all civilian deaths and injuries during the summer 
period. Insurgent leaders have publicly urged respect for civilian lives, but the tactics and 
locations of such incidents demonstrate a continued reckless disregard for Afghanistan’s 
citizenry. 

 
Over 6,000 Afghans newly displaced in August 2012  
During August, 6,585 individuals or 1,097 families were reportedly newly displaced due to 
conflict and insecurity in the Central, North, South and Western parts of the country. The 
Western region reported the highest increase in displacements reporting 4,590 newly 
displaced persons due to armed conflict, hostilities, intimidation and threats mainly in 
Hirat, Ghor and Farah provinces. 1,782 new displacements were reported in the Central 
region due to the deteriorating security situation, 119 individuals were reportedly 
displaced in the north as a result of tribal conflicts, and 94 individuals were displaced in 
the South due to ongoing armed conflict, intimidations and forced recruitments. The 
August figures indicate a remarkable decrease compared to July 2012, which registered 
13,444 newly displaced individuals.  Cumulatively, 134,929 individuals were reportedly 
displaced due to conflict and insecurity during the last eight months of 2012, bringing the 
total number to 430,316 persons or 66,953 families.  
 

 

 
 
Between January to August 2012, 118,246 conflict induced IDPs or 19,613 families were 
provided with NFI assistance following inter-agency assessments by the regional IDP 
taskforces.  While responding to the needs of the displaced, the humanitarian community 

Source: UNHCR 
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North 14.5 20.2 -26.7

North-East 15.5 20.4 -25.8

West 16.5 18.7 -13.1

West-Central 18.5 18.8 -1.3

Central 18.0 18.3 -3.1

South 17.2 18.5 -4.7

East 18.4 22.1 -18.4

South-West 18.6 18.8 -2.2

All 17.1 19.4 -12.3

Region Aug
2012

Jul
2011

%

is faced with a range of access constraints which affect both the timeliness and quality of 
displacement data, assessments and assistance. In particular, insecurity and remoteness 
affects the accuracy of displacement data. For example, of the approximately 6,500 
individuals that were reported in August, several thousands were displaced already in 
June and July but verified displacement information was unavailable. In addition, 
displacement in urban areas is under-reported due to the invisibility of IDPs. 
 
Over 50,000 Afghan refugee returnees provided with initial 
assistance support to date in 2012 
Of the projected 162,000 refugees anticipated to return in 2012, 51,639 have returned in 
the course of the first 8 months of the year. The returnees were provided with a 
repatriation cash grant upon arrival at the five UNHCR encashment centers located in 
Kabul, Nangarhar, Kandahar, Paktya and Hirat provinces. This grant includes a cash 
component of US$150 per person; a transport component between US$20 and US$46, 
and a short-term assistance component of US$117. In addition, all returnees receive 
briefings on mine awareness and education procedures in Afghanistan. They also 
received basic health services and all children under 5 were vaccinated against Polio and 
Measles.  Surveys conducted by UNHCR of Afghan refugees in host countries highlight 
the key obstacles to returning home as a need for capital or assets such as land or 
housing, or social assets such as education and vocational skills (Islamic Republic of 
Iran), and a lack of security combined with a lack of livelihoods (Pakistan). 

 

Wheat grain retail prices continue to fall in 
Afghanistan 
According to WFP’s Vulnerability Analysis and Mapping (VAM) for the month of August, 
average wheat-grain retail prices continued its downward trend since July 2011 averaging 
18.7 AFA/Kg. This is mainly due to falling demand in regional markets such as Pakistan 
and Kazakhstan and harvesting timing within Afghanistan. Wheat flour prices originally 
fell along with wheat-grain but since June 2012 are on the increase, especially in the 
main urban centers of Afghanistan where in August it averaged 25.6 AFA/Kg. Daily labor 
wages varied from 150 to 500 AFA throughout surveyed areas with an increase of 66% in 
Northern Afghanistan during the harvest period. These trends the global pattern and 
should contribute to improved food security.  For more information please visit 
http://www.wfp.org/content/afghanistan-market-price-bulletins-2012. 
 
Delayed winter season forecast  

 
Afghanistan is susceptible to very cold winter temperatures that put the lives of vulnerable 
Afghans at risk. For the 2012/2012 winter season weather experts from International 
Institute for Weather Forecast (IRI) have tentatively projected that the coming winter will 
have a late start with low temperatures expected around January 2013. This projection 
should be used as an opportunity for preparedness and contingency planning, rather than 
giving people a false sense of security from the risk of extreme cold temperatures.  
http://reliefweb.int/map/afghanistan/early-warning-update-report-32-14-august-2012  

2012 Natural hazards calendar for Afghanistan 

Hazard Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Earthquakes                         
Avalanches                         
Extreme winter                         
Floods                         
Landslides                         
Extreme summer                         

Source: UNHCR 

Source: OCHA/FEWSNET 
 

Source: WFP 

http://www.wfp.org/content/afghanistan-market-price-bulletins-2012�
http://reliefweb.int/map/afghanistan/early-warning-update-report-32-14-august-2012�
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Extreme cold temperature projections 
An analysis of monthly minimum extreme cold temperatures for the period 1950 – 2000 
reveals that the Central Highlands and some parts of the North-Eastern region 
experience temperatures ranging between minus thirty to minus twenty degrees.  

 
These low temperatures expose vulnerable Afghans to the risk of avalanches and harsh 
weather conditions that exhaust their coping mechanisms and lower their resilience. At 
the peak of the winter season most of the areas mentioned above are cut off from 
services, hence the need for humanitarian actors to preposition food, non-food items and 
health supplies in these areas before the onset of the winter season. The health cluster 
reported that it has already ordered winter stocks for preposition to remote areas that are 
not accessible during winter. IOM has received emergency stocks pipeline for 
prepositioning in Central Highlands and Badakhshan during the first weeks of October, 
while the rest of the country stock prepositioning commences in November 2012. The 
Emergency Shelter cluster will scale up its winter contingency planning once CERF 
funding is received. Similarly, the health cluster has stepped up its winter contingency 
planning. Access to health services is hindered in 70 districts during winter, mainly in the 
North-Eastern and Northern region and the Central Highlands. Early warning/surveillance 
training will be conducted in these districts to ensure early detection and reporting during 
the winter season in remote areas. 
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No provinces assessed to be in the emergency phase in first IPC 
release 

 
The Integrated Phase Classification (IPC) is a set of tools and procedures used to 
classify the nature and severity of food insecurity in order to prioritize and aid 
humanitarian assistance.  Acute Food Insecurity is categorized into five Phases: Minimal, 
Stressed, Crisis, Emergency, and Famine. Each of these phases has different 
implications for response objectives and activities. Following the August Integrated Food 
Security Phase Classification (IPC) Analysis Workshop in Kabul, the Afghanistan Food 
Security Technical Team (AFSTT), comprising participants form UN agencies, national 
and international NGOs, government and academia produced the first IPC map for 
Afghanistan. The analysis covered 16 provinces based on food consumption, livelihood 
changes, nutritional status and mortality data available from different assessments and 
surveys. The analysis showed Nuristan and Badakhshan as Phase 3 – Crisis.  

 
Following further analysis, a more comprehensive IPC map will be completed in late 
September 2012. More information on the Integrated Phase Classification can be found 
at http://afg.humanitarianresponse.info/resources/ipc and http://www.ipcinfo.org/  

 

http://afg.humanitarianresponse.info/resources/ipc�
http://www.ipcinfo.org/�
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Worsening access to health services exposes 
population to disease outbreaks 
Since January, 165 disease outbreaks were investigated and responded to in 
Afghanistan with 119 deaths reported. Almost all provinces reported outbreaks of 
measles over the last 9 months. Most worryingly, one of the principals reasons for 
outbreaks is the reported decline in the population’s coverage by health services due to 
non-functionality, abandonment or conflict (40% increase in the number of nonfunctional 
health facilities compare to the same period in 2011).  Nearly 30% of the population has 
no or very poor access to primary health care, and in Southern provinces, nearly 50% to 
70% of the population has limited or no access to functional health facilities due to 
ongoing armed conflict.  In Kunar, more than 20,000 children in outlying districts are 
inaccessible for immunization due to conflict which has led to the reporting of polio cases 
for the first time in over a decade. 

14 reported humanitarian access-related incidents in August 
Fourteen incidents of direct and indirect attacks against humanitarian workers were 
registered across seven Provinces in the East, North, North Eastern and Western parts of 
the country. The incidents included IED detonations against humanitarian vehicles, 
abduction of humanitarian workers, threats and intimidation, harassments at illegal 
checkpoints, a Radio Controlled Improvised Explosive Device (RCIED) strike and theft of 
humanitarian assets. The relatively peaceful Badakhshan province experienced a second 
fatal access incident during the period, when a humanitarian vehicle was struck by 
RCIED killing two humanitarian staff and one community volunteer and injuring one staff 
member and one community volunteer.  

 
The period also recorded pre-election violence incidents in the Western region. These 
incidents are notably characterized by primarily conflicts between local candidates with 
only isolated incidents associated with the humanitarian community reported. An incident 
in the Western region where a non government organization was asked to post anti-
election posters on the walls reiterated the importance of the humanitarian community to 
remain neutral and ensure both operations and staff remain politically neutral.  
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For further information, please contact:  
Aidan O’Leary, OCHA Head of Office, oleary@un.org, cell +93 79 300 1101 
Christophe Verhellen, Public Information Officer, verhellen@un.org, cell +93 79 300 1132 
OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at http://afg.humanitarianresponse.info | www.unocha.org |www.reliefweb.int 

Multiple abductions of humanitarian staff were also registered in the Western and 
Northern regions of the country. In each of the abduction cases, the staff members were 
released following negotiations by local elders.  

CAP funding marginally improves to 34% 
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