
Volunteers from PRCS explaining the functioning of the 
heater to one of the families whose house was flooded 
hosted in a flat made available by the authorities in Beit 
Hanina, near the separation wall.  (photo: PRCS) 
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The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent (IFRC) Disaster Relief Emergency Fund 
(DREF) is a source of un-earmarked money created by the Federation in 1985 to ensure that immediate 
financial support is available for Red Cross Red Crescent response to emergencies. The DREF is a vital 
part of the International Federation’s disaster response system and increases the ability of National 
Societies to respond to disasters. 

Summary: CHF 106,394 was allocated from the IFRC’s Disaster Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) on 
7 March, 2012 to support the Palestine Red Crescent Society (PRCS) in delivering assistance to a 
total of 1,888 beneficiaries, and to replenish the used contingency stocks. 
 
Thanks to support by the DREF, PRCS was able to 
bring tailored and effective immediate relief to 1,888 
persons. In addition, the emergency helped 
identifying gaps in coordination and ways to  
improve coordination with other actors as well as 
testing its contingency plans.  
 
PRCS has proceeded to all the purchases to 
replenish its stocks before the extended deadline of 
6 June. Since the announced second wave of heavy 
rains did not materialize, some items, notably tents, 
were distributed in smaller numbers than initially 
planned, which resulted in smaller purchase of tents 
and lesser overall expenditure at the end of the 
period. The unspent amount of approximately 
20,000 CHF has been transferred back from PRCS 
to the central DREF fund.  
 
The Federation wishes to thank the generous contributions done towards the replenishment of the DREF: 
ECHO has contributed 72,194 CHF, the Belgian Government 25,000 CHF and the Canadian Red Cross 
9,200 CHF to the DREF in replenishment of the allocation made for this operation.  
 
The major donors and partners of DREF include the Australian, American and Belgian governments, the 
Austrian Red Cross, the Canadian Red Cross and government, Danish Red Cross and government, the 
European Commission Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection (ECHO), the Irish and the Italian 
governments, the Japanese Red Cross Society, the Luxembourg government, the Monaco Red Cross and 
government, the Netherlands Red Cross and government, the Norwegian Red Cross and government, the 
Spanish Government, the Swedish Red Cross and government, the United Kingdom Department for 
International Development (DFID), the Medtronic and Z Zurich Foundations, and other corporate and 
private donors.  
The Belgian RC/Govt, ECHO, Canadian RC have replenished the DREF for the allocation made to this 
operation. 
The IFRC, on behalf of the national society, would like to extend thanks to all for their generous 
contributions.” Details of all donors can be found at 
http://www.ifrc.org/docs/appeals/Active/MAA00010_2012.pdf 
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The situation 
The exceptional rain storms and wave of very cold temperatures hit the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
(oPt) 28 February affecting large parts of the oPt and reached its peak towards the first week of March. 
More than 400 families located in the districts of Gaza, Hebron, Jenin, Salfit, Ramallah and the Jerusalem 
area beyond the separation wall temporarily fled their houses due to floods and major damages to the 
infrastructure. The timely and effective response 
by PRCS to the needs of the affected people 
contributed to mitigate the impact of the 
exceptionally heavy storms.  
 

In many areas, including Hebron, Ramallah and 

Jerusalem the heavy rain took the shape of 

snowstorms.  Due to the large quantities of 

rainfall the surface runoff was very high which 

caused flooding. Near the separation wall, some 

houses were flooded due to their proximity to the 

wall which impeded the rain to flow away. In the 

case of Jerusalem and Hebron, the most 

vulnerable affected people were the Bedouin 

refugees living in tents and barracks with minimal 

financial resources. 

 

The initially foreseen second wave of heavy rain storms fortunately did not materialize, which limited the 

initially forecast impact on vulnerable families.  
 

  

Red Cross and Red Crescent action 
A total of 1,888 persons belonging to 297 families received relief goods from PRCS as per the following 
tables:  
 
Item / Location  Jerusalem area Central area 

(Ramallah and 
Bethlehem) 

Hebron area Northern 
Jordan Valley 

Gaza area            TOTAL 

Tent  1 5 6 4  16 
Blanket  356 50 91 10 388 895 
Mattress 5 27 6   38 
Kitchen tool 4 4 15 2  25 
Hygiene kit 4 4 15 2 97 122 
Heater  1    97 98 
Cooking tool   15   15 
Tarpaulin 195 42 21 2 194 454 
Diaper   5     5 
Pillow 5     5 
Jerry can   20   20 
Shoes 3     3 

 
Distribution and location of beneficiaries  

Jerusalem area 

Name 
of 

village 
Beit Hanina 

Alhar al 
Ahmar 

Jabah Az Zain Al el Zarieh TOTAL 

Families 2 15 14 4 108 143 

People 14 117 62 30 597 820 

Central area 
(Ramallah, al Bireh, 

Bethlehem) 

Name 
of 

village 
Ain Kinya Der Nedaun     

Families 8 15    23 

People 57 79    136 

Hebron area 

Name 
of 

village 

Kherbet 
Souzia 

     

Families 15     15 

People 102     102 

Northern Jordan 
valley 

Name 
of 

village 

Kherbet 
Ebzeik 

Kherbet 
Yiarza 

    

Families 9 10    19 
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People 61 61    122 

Gaza area 

Name 
of 

village 
Gaza      

Families 97     97 

People 708     708 

GRAND TOTALS 
Families 297 

People 1,888 

 
All distributions were done on the basis of a previous rapid needs assessment done by PRCS volunteers. 
PRCS needs assessment results were shared with other agencies, and it was agreed not to deploy other 
needs assessment teams and rely on the results of PRCS’ assessments.  
 
The coordination exercise that PRCS with the support 
of IFRC started during the cold wave response has 
proven successful, and the experience gained has set 
the basis for a renewed effort towards an improved 
coordination for disaster response, that could prove 
crucial in case of a major disaster. The on-going 
communication between UN OCHA, the Civil Defence 
and PRCS should soon be concretised into a light 
and context-appropriate coordination mechanism to 
link the national authorities, the UN system with its 
interagency cluster mechanism, and the Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Movement. A first high level 
meeting should take place before end 2012. This is 
even more needed in the unique context of the oPt, 
where 42% of the population are registered as 
refugees, and movement of goods and staff could be restricted in case of a major disaster due to the on-
going occupation.  
 
 

Relief distributions (food and basic non-food items)  

Outcome: Up to 400 families affected by the floods are provided with a first set of non-food items 

Outputs and activities planned:  

 Locally purchase of 1,000 blankets, 1,000 mattresses, 400 kitchen kits, 400 hygiene kits, and 50 gas 

heaters 

 Replenish the PRCS emergency stocks 

 Distribute the purchased NFIs and relief material in case needed 

 
Progress: All purchases were 
effectively done, with some minor 
variations in the quantities to 
respond to the actual needs. In 
total some 714 mattresses, 3,690 
blankets, 276 kitchen kits, 400 
hygiene kits and 50 kerosene 

heaters were purchased. These goods have replenished 
PRCS’ stocks and will allow for first emergency distribution in the future if needed.   
 
 

Emergency shelter 

Outcome: Up to 50 families affected by the floods are provided with emergency shelter (tent) 

Outputs and activities planned:  

 Purchase of up to maximum 50 locally produced and purchased tents 

 Maintain the newly established shelter working group that aims at discussing post emergency shelter 

issues 
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Progress: PRCS has purchased a total of 16 tents to replenish its stocks. It has to be noted that PRCS 
provided several families with other shelter solutions - mainly tarpaulins and plastic sheeting to Bedouin 
families. These families saw their tents affected but not totally destroyed, since the main frame (in several 
cases of metal, and in a few cases of wood) was not damaged. PRCS received some 4 rolls of plastic 
sheeting from UNICEF for part of these distributions.  
 
The smaller number of purchased tents resulted in a positive difference in the final expenditure, and the 
balance has since been refunded to the DREF central fund.  
 
The shelter working group has met only once since the emergency. It will be necessary to reconvene efforts 
to join the actors on shelter in a practical manner to restart defining the best ways to prepare for future 
emergencies and disasters.  

 

 

Contact information 
For further information specifically related to this operation please contact:  

 Palestine Red Crescent Society (PRCS): Dr Khaled Joudeh. Director General, Tel: +972 

22406515/6/7, Fax: +972 2 2402108, Mobile: +972 599601123. email: joudehk@palestinercs.org  

 IFRC Country Representation in Opt: Giorgio FERRARIO; office + 97222400484; mobile + 972 

598235888: email: giorgio.ferrario@ifrc.org  

 IFRC MENA Zone: Dr Hosam Faisal, DM Coordinator, MENA Zone; phone: +961 (0)5 956 058; 

Mobile +961 71 802 916: email: hosam.faysal@ifrc.org  

 IFRC Geneva: Christine South, Operations Support, Phone: +41.22.730.4529, email 

christine.south@ifrc.org  

For Resource Mobilization and Pledges: 

 In IFRC Zone: Samah Hassoun, Senior Resource Mobilization Officer, Mena Zone, Mobile: + 961 70 

480 488, email: samah.hassoun@ifrc.org   

For Performance and Accountability  
(planning, monitoring, evaluation and reporting enquiries)  

 In IFRC Zone:  Nadine Haddad, Senior PMER Officer, MENA zone, Mobile +961 70 802 775, email: 

nadine.haddad@ifrc.org     

 


Click here 

1. Revised Emergency Appeal budget below 

2. Click here to return to the title page 

 

 

How we work 

All IFRC assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct for the International Red Cross and Red 

Crescent Movement and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s) in Disaster Relief and the Humanitarian 

Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response (Sphere) in delivering assistance to the most 

vulnerable. 

The IFRC’s vision is to inspire, encourage, facilitate and promote at all times all forms of humanitarian 

activities by National Societies, with a view to preventing and alleviating human suffering, and thereby 

contributing to the maintenance and promotion of human dignity and peace in the world. 

 

mailto:joudehk@palestinercs.org
mailto:giorgio.ferrario@ifrc.org
mailto:hosam.faysal@ifrc.org
mailto:christine.south@ifrc.org
mailto:samah.hassoun@ifrc.org
mailto:nadine.haddad@ifrc.org
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The IFRC’s work is guided by Strategy 2020 which puts forward three strategic aims: 

1. Save lives, protect livelihoods, and strengthen recovery from disaster and crises. 

2. Enable healthy and safe living. 

3. Promote social inclusion and a culture of non-violence and peace. 

 

 



Selected Parameters
Reporting Timeframe 2012/3-2012/9
Budget Timeframe 2012/3-2012/5
Appeal mdrps005
Budget APPROVED

All figures are in Swiss Francs (CHF)

Final Report

Appeal Timeframe: 07 mar 12 to 07 may 12

Appeal Launch Date: 07 mar 12

MDRPS005 - Palestine - Floods and Cold Wave
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies

I. Funding
Disaster

Management
Health and

Social Services
National Society

Development
Principles and

Values Coordination TOTAL Deferred
Income

A. Budget 106,394 106,394

B. Opening Balance 0 0

Income

C. Total  Income  = SUM(C1..C4) 106,394 106,394

D. Total  Funding = B +C 106,394 106,394

Coverage = D/A 100% 100%

II. Movement of Funds
Disaster

Management
Health and

Social Services
National Society

Development
Principles and

Values Coordination TOTAL Deferred
Income

B. Opening Balance 0 0
C. Income 106,394 106,394
E. Expenditure -84,027 -84,027
F. Closing Balance = (B + C + E) 22,367 22,367

III. Expenditure
Expenditure

Account Groups Budget Disaster
Management

Health and Social
Services

National Society
Development

Principles and
Values Coordination TOTAL

Variance

A B A - B

BUDGET (C) 106,394 106,394

Relief items, Construction, Supplies
Shelter - Relief 26,200 26,200
Clothing & Textiles 38,700 38,700
Water, Sanitation & Hygiene 6,900 6,900
Utensils & Tools 14,300 14,300
Total Relief items, Construction, Supplies 86,100 86,100

Logistics, Transport & Storage
Transport & Vehicles Costs 3,900 3,900
Total Logistics, Transport & Storage 3,900 3,900

Personnel
National Society Staff 1,200 1,200
Volunteers 7,400 7,400
Total Personnel 8,600 8,600

General Expenditure
Communications 1,300 1,300
Total General Expenditure 1,300 1,300

Contributions & Transfers
Cash Transfers National Societies 78,899 78,899 -78,899
Total Contributions & Transfers 78,899 78,899 -78,899

Indirect Costs
Programme & Services Support Recover 6,494 5,128 5,128 1,365
Total Indirect Costs 6,494 5,128 5,128 1,365

TOTAL EXPENDITURE (D) 106,394 84,027 84,027 22,366

VARIANCE (C - D) 22,366 22,366

Other Income
DREF Allocations 106,394 106,394
C4. Other Income 106,394 106,394
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