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The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent (IFRC) Disaster Relief Emergency Fund 
(DREF) is a source of unearmarked money created by the Federation in 1985 to ensure that immediate 
financial support is available for Red Cross and Red Crescent emergency response. The DREF is a vital 
part of the International Federation’s disaster response system and increases the ability of National 
Societies to respond to disasters.  

CHF 29,441 has been allocated from the 
IFRC’s Disaster Relief Emergency Fund 
(DREF) to support the Red Crescent Society 
of Kyrgyzstan in delivering immediate 
assistance to some 30,000 beneficiaries. 
Unearmarked funds to repay DREF are 
encouraged. 

Summary: For the first time in many years, a 
fatal case in Kyrgyzstan revealed the return of 
one of the most feared diseases of the Middle 
Ages - the bubonic plague. On 22 August 2013, 
a 15-year-old boy, a resident of the Issyk-Kul 
region, was hospitalized in the Ak-Suu regional 
hospital with complaints of high fever and the 
appearance of skin buboes. After observation, 
doctors had discovered buboes under the arm 
and around the neck and the patient was 
hospitalized in the intensive care unit with a 
diagnosis of a "suspected bubonic form of 
plague". The boy eventually died in the evening 
of 22 August 2013. Pathologists confirmed the 
dreaded diagnosis - a form of bubonic plague. One week earlier the teenager had been resting in a 
mountainous tract of Sary Jaz and had eaten grilled meat from a wild marmot which may have been the 
vector. On 27 of August 2013, in Ak-Suu hospital of Issyk-Kul region three more people were hospitalized 
with suspected bubonic plague. 

At this moment, 131 people (33 medical staff) who had contact with the boy are hospitalized and isolated. 
Six villages of Ak-Suu district are at the highest risk. Two villages have been totally isolated.  

The Kyrgyz Red Crescent`s National Disaster Response Team is conducting an ongoing assessment of 
the situation and the needs. Several hygiene and health relief items were distributed from NS Disaster 
Preparedness Stocks with the support of ICRC to cover the needs of the patients at the local hospital. 

This operation is expected to be implemented over three months, and therefore will be completed by 
beginning of December 2013. A final report will be made available by the beginning of March 2014. 

<click here for the DREF budget; here for contact details; here to view the map of the affected 
area> 
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Distribution of relief items by National Disaster Response Team, 
Ak-Suu regional hospital, Issyk-Kul region, Kyrgyz Republic.  
Photo: Kyrgyz Red Crescent 



The situation 
Bubonic plague1 has been detected in Ak-Suu district of Issyk-Kul region with suspected cases reported. On 
26 August 2013 one sample was tested and confirmed by both the departmental and national laboratories. 
The Minister of Health of the Kyrgyz Republic, Madame Dinara Saginbaeva, officially confirmed a case of 
human death from plague in the country. This reported case has come from Ichke-Jergiz village of Ak-Su 
district.  

Three more people with suspected bubonic plague have been hospitalized in the Ak-Suu hospital of Issyk-
Kul region. 

The Ministry of Health of Kyrgyzstan, through its hospitals and local authorities, has been supporting affected 
patients and is currently implementing preventive mechanisms to stop the spreading of the plague. 499 
employees are involved in home visits in Ak-Suu district, among them 324 medical professionals (doctors, 
paramedics, nurses etc) and 175 members of village health committees. 

There are five posts organized to ensure public order and disengagement of quarantine areas Ak-Suu district 
by police department employees. 

In addition to state financial support in the form of reimbursement of travel expenses and fuel to the amount 
of 150,000 Kyrgyz soms (approx. CHF 2,860), the Kyrgyz health authorities have sent to the Issyk-Kul region 
doses of anti-plague vaccine, tents, and personal protective equipment to carry out anti-epidemic and 
prevention. 

According to the rapid assessment information, 131 people (33 medical staff) who had contact with the 
deceased boy have been hospitalized and isolated. Six villages of Ak-Suu district are at the highest risk. Two 
villages have been totally isolated. 

 
Coordination and partnerships 
The Kyrgyzstan Red Crescent (KRC) is working closely with the Ministry of Emergency Situations and the 
Ministry of Health of the Kyrgyz Republic on the national level. The KRC is exchanging and sharing 
information with the Kyrgyz Government. 

At the moment, the Kyrgyz Red Crescent (KRC) is the only organization, which is coordinating the on-going 
activities with local authorities and hospital administration. The KRC has become an important strategic 
partner to the Health Authorities in responding to health emergencies, and other health related programs. 
The cooperation is facilitated through various health sector activities at national as well as district levels. 

 
Red Cross and Red Crescent action 
Eight National Disaster Response Team members and 10 branch staff and volunteers are conducting an 
assessment of the situation and the needs. Several relief items were distributed from NS Disaster 
Preparedness Stocks to cover needs of local hospital patients: 

 
Item Quantity Unit 

Sterile bandage 120 pcs 
Non-sterile bandage 120 pcs 
Gloves non-sterile 100 pairs 
Masks 100 pcs 
Gloves sterile 95 pairs 
Rubber boots 20 pairs 

 
The above stock, already distributed, would be replenished with the help of the DREF allocations. 

                                                 
1 Plague - severe quarantine disease carried by rodents, refers to particularly dangerous infections. Infection of human by human is 
usually performed by droplet infection and leads to the development of pneumonic plague. Natural pest holes of plague exist on all the 
continents of the world except Australia. Humans can be infected from rodent flea bites or through the dismantling of rodent carcasses. 

 



The ICRC Delegation in the Kyrgyz Republic has expressed their readiness to support the Kyrgyz National 
Society in their response and prepositioning activities. The ICRC allocated funds to purchase and send 
items specified below to Issyk-Kul Red Crescent representation: 
 

Item Quantity Unit 

Housework gloves 100 pairs 
Cheesecloth 100 metres 
Cotton wool balls 100 pcs 
Baby diapers (size 0-5 ) 300 pcs 
Housework soap 100 pcs 
Sanitizer (dry) 100 pcs 
Sanitizer (liquid) 100 pcs 
Washing powder 100 pcs 
Toothpaste 100 pcs 
Toothbrush 100 pcs 
Toilet paper 100 pcs 
Paper towels 100  pcs 
White material for medical gowns 30  metres 
Plastic cups 10  pcs 
Sleepwear  10  pcs 

 
The Red Crescent Society of Kyrgyzstan is closely coordinating its plans and activities with Red Cross Red 
Crescent Movement partners, primarily the IFRC Europe Zone Office and the ICRC Delegation in the Kyrgyz 
Republic. 

 
The needs 
The Kyrgyz Red Crescent is planning to support the Kyrgyz Government in conducting anti-epidemic and 
prevention measures. The KRC will target 30,000 people with preventive information campaign oriented for 
three specific groups. 

 

The proposed operation 
Replenish the Red Сrescent Society of Kyrgyzstan disaster preparedness stocks  
(relief items) 
Outcome:  RCSK DP stock in Red Crescent Emergency Response Centres is replenished. 
Outputs (expected results): Replenishment of DP stock with bandages, gloves, rubber boots and masks. 
 
Activities planned:   
 Procure relief items according to the IFRC procurement procedures  
 Transportation of procured items and their prepositioning in one RC Emergency Response Centre 

(ERC) in Bishkek city.  
 Monitoring and control of supply movements from the point of dispatch to ERC’s. 

 

Improve hygiene and plague awareness among population in affected area 

Outcome: Improved hygiene and plague awareness among 30,000 people 
Outputs (expected results): The affected population is aware of plague prevention methods, early
detection and referrals. 
 
Activities planned: 
 Mobilization and training of local volunteers 
 30,000 information materials (prevention, early detection and referrals of plague cases) on 

plague produced, printed 
 Information materials are distributed by volunteers during household visits 
 Monitoring and control distribution of information materials 



Monitoring, Evaluation and Communication 

The Red Crescent Society Headquarters will monitor the progress and provide necessary technical advice. 
The beneficiary satisfaction survey will be conducted after the operation is completed. 

A workshop will be organized on the national level with the participation of the teams involved in the 
implementation of the disaster response operation to share experiences and lessons learnt during the 
operation. 

Visibility of the work of the volunteers is provided during the operations through publications and regular 
information to media. Weekly operation updates will be sent to the IFRC Europe Zone Office. 

Contact information 
For further information specifically related to this operation please contact: 

 Kyrgyz Red Crescent: Jypar Myrzanalieva, Head of DM Department;  

phone: +996(312)300190; mobile: +996(550)120035; email: j.myrzanalieva@redcrescent.kg 

 IFRC Country Office: Baylar Talibov, Federation Representative for Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan; 

phone:  (+7727) 2914156; email: baylar.talibov@ifrc.org 

 IFRC Zone Office: Alberto Monguzzi, Disaster Management Coordinator;  

phone:+36 1 8884 500; email: alberto.monguzzi@ifrc.org    

 IFRC Geneva: Christine South, Operations Support, 

phone: +41.22.730.4529, email: christine.south@ifrc.org


Click here 

1. Click here to see the DREF budget 

2. Click here to see the map of the affected area 

3. Click here to return to the title page 

 
How we work 
All IFRC assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct for the International Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Movement and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s) in Disaster Relief and the Humanitarian 
Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response (Sphere) in delivering assistance to the most 
vulnerable. 

The IFRC’s vision is to inspire, encourage, facilitate and promote at all times all forms of humanitarian 
activities by National Societies, with a view to preventing and alleviating human suffering, and thereby 
contributing to the maintenance and promotion of human dignity and peace in the world. 

 

 

 

 

The IFRC’s work is guided by Strategy 2020 which puts forward three strategic aims: 
1. Save lives, protect livelihoods, and strengthen recovery from disaster and crises. 
2. Enable healthy and safe living. 
3. Promote social inclusion and a culture of non-violence and peace. 



DREF OPERATION

Kyrgyzstan

Budget Group DREF Grant Budget CHF

Shelter - Relief
Shelter - Transitional
Construction - Housing
Construction - Facilities
Construction - Materials
Clothing & Textiles 480
Food
Seeds & Plants
Water, Sanitation & Hygiene
Medical & First Aid 762
Teaching Materials 3,000
Ustensils & Tools
Other Supplies & Services 452
Emergency Response Units
Cash Disbursments
Total RELIEF ITEMS, CONSTRUCTION AND SUPPLIES 4,694

Land & Buildings
Vehicles Purchase
Computer & Telecom Equipment
Office/Household  Furniture & Equipment
Medical Equipment
Other Machiney & Equipment
Total LAND, VEHICLES AND EQUIPMENT 0

Storage, Warehousing
Dsitribution & Monitoring 500
Transport & Vehicle Costs 5,600
Logistics Services
Total LOGISTICS, TRANSPORT AND STORAGE 6,100

International Staff
National Staff
National Society Staff 3,600
Volunteers 4,850
Total PERSONNEL 8,450

Consultants
Professional Fees
Total CONSULTANTS & PROFESSIONAL FEES 0

Workshops & Training 6,000
Total WORKSHOP & TRAINING 6,000

Travel
Information & Public Relations
Office Costs
Communications 2,400
Financial Charges
Other General Expenses
Shared Support Services
Total GENERAL EXPENDITURES 2,400

Programme and Supplementary Services Recovery 1,797
Total INDIRECT COSTS 1,797

TOTAL BUDGET 29,441

DREF Operation V2011.07
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The maps used do not imply the expression of any opinion on the part of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies or National Societies concerning the legal status of a territory or of its 
authorities. Map data sources: ESRI, DEVINFO, GRUMP, Federation, MDRKG010.mxd - Map created by DMU/NBO.

Kyrgyzstan: Epidemic

DREF MDRKG010
EP-2013-000105-KGZ

2 September 2013

I

Affected district
Affected region 

0 10050
km


	narr MDRKG010do
	DREF budget plague in kg validated
	map_MDRKG010

