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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Planting of 2014/15 rice crop is underway 

 Rice production in 2014 increased to 4 million tonnes, partly 
recovering from last year’s sharply reduced output 

 Prices of rice in October were below their year-earlier levels 

 Food security conditions improved in central and northern 
regions, but a second year of poor cereal outputs aggravated 
conditions in southern regions 

Land preparation and planting of 2015 crop are 
underway 

Land preparation and planting of the early maturing 2015 rice crops, to be 
harvested in December-January, are underway. Overall, forecasts for the 
October 2014-March 2015 period point to a higher probability of normal to 
above-normal rains, indicating a generally positive outlook for the main 
rice 2015 crop, which is expected to be harvested between April and 
June. 

Rice production recovered in 2014 
According to the joint 2014 FAO/WFP Crop and Food Security 
Assessment Mission (CFSAM) report, released in October, the 2014 rice 
output increased by 10 percent to 4 million tonnes. Despite uneven rains 
in southern regions and the impact of the locust plague, generally 
favourable weather conditions were observed in the main rice producing 
regions of the centre and north, and in combination with an estimated 
increase in the area planted, contributed to the annual production gain. 
However, the rice output still remains 9 percent below the previous five-
year average. Maize and cassava production in 2014 was estimated to 
have decreased, with sharp declines recorded in the southern regions of 
Atsimo Andrefana, Androy and Anosy. 
 
The joint Government/FAO anti-locust campaign, which commenced in 
November 2013, treated more than 1.2 million hectares through both 
aerial and ground operations. These operations prevented an expansion 
of the plague and reduced the impact on cereal crops in 2014. 
 
Overall, the national 2014 cereal harvest is put at 4.35 million tonnes, 
higher than 2013’s output but about 9 percent below the previous five-
year average. 

Reduced rice imports forecast in 2014/15 
Given the low domestic output in 2013, a substantial volume of rice was 
imported in the 2013/14 marketing year (April/March), estimated at about 
540 000 tonnes, more than twice the level of the previous year. In 
2014/15, import requirements are forecast to decline to approximately 
250 000 tonnes, reflecting the larger domestic harvest in 2014. 

Rice prices increased seasonally, but remained 
below 2013 levels 

After decreasing between February and June 2014, rice prices increased 
seasonally. At MGA 1 259 per kg in October 2014, the average price of 
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domestic varieties is about 9 percent below their year-earlier levels, 
reflecting improved rice supplies in 2014. Similarly, the average price of 
imported rice, which has been comparatively more stable, is 5 percent 
below its level of October 2013. 

Increased prevalence of food insecurity in southern 
regions 

In southern regions, particularly Atsimo Andrefana and Androy, the 
prevalence of food insecurity increased in 2014, reflecting a second year 
of reduced cereal outputs in these areas. The 2014 CFSAM estimated 
the rates of food insecurity in Atsimo Andrefana and Androy at 74 and 
83 percent, respectively, compared to 39 and 65 percent in the previous 
year. Households in these regions are expected to face a difficult lean 
season (October-March). The factor that poses the biggest risk is a rise in 
food prices, given households’ low purchasing power and the fact that a 
large proportion of their budgets are allocated to food purchases; over 
two-thirds of the surveyed households spent 75 percent of their budget 
on food. In central and northern regions, however, where rice production 
gains were observed, food security conditions improved. Based on the 
CFSAM survey results, the overall rate of food insecurity (moderate and 
severe) is estimated at about 36 percent. 

 


