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rehabilitating feeder roads and bridges.  
The “Market Promotion” component enables Liberia’s 

smallholder farmers, a high proportion of whom are 
women, to supply quality rice surpluses first to WFP and 
then, in the long run, to Liberian consumer markets, thus 
increasing their income.  

Community Grain Reserves (CGR) through 

establishing women-managed grain “banks”, aim to 
strengthen the resilience of poor households to seasonal 
food insecurity, economic shocks and natural disasters. 

The Capacity Development component aims to 
enhance government ownership of safety-net 
programmes through knowledge transfer and buy-in. 

Food Assistance for 

Refugees and 

Vulnerable Host 

Communities  

 

PRRO 200550** 
(June 2014 – July 2016) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total 

Received    

(in USD) 

 

6-Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

36 m 
19.6 m  
(55%) 

2.7 m 
(166%) 

*November 2016 – April 2017                 **Budget Revision to extend project to June 2017 is ongoing. 

 

WFP has been supporting Cote d'Ivoire refugees in 

Liberia since 2010. The current Ivorian refugee 

population is 15,431. Repatriations are expected to 

resume in November as road conditions improve. It is 

expected that the current population will reduce to 

12,000 by the end of the year and to 5,000 by the end of 

2017. 

 

A food security assessment on refugee vulnerability was 

completed in August reflecting that 5.6 percent are 

extremely vulnerable, 29.7 percent are highly vulnerable, 

and 56.1 percent are moderately vulnerable. It further 

recommended reduced rations for all but the extremely 

vulnerable. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Highlights 
 The Liberia school meals programme will experience a 

complete in funding shortage in the school meals 
programme in February. WFP and the Ministry of 
Education are working on contingency plans and engaging 
the donor community. 

 WFP is supporting the government with the Liberia Zero 

Hunger Strategic Review to review critical gaps and 
assess priorities to reach Zero Hunger by 2030. 

 The refugee population continues to decline due to the 
repatriation exercise conducted by UNHCR. By the end of 
2016 it is estimated around 12,000 refugees will remain 
in country. WFP will restart general food distributions in 

November but only to the extremely and highly 
vulnerable populations.  
WFP will provide food to malnourished HIV clients on 
ART*, to TB* clients and to clients of PMTCT* services 
including their affected households. The project is funded 
through the Government and the Global funds. 

*ART: Antiretroviral Therapy, TB: Tuberculosis, PMTCT: Prevention of Mother to     

Child Transmission 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WFP Assistance 

 

WFP Liberia 
Country Brief    
 
 
 

 
Country Programme 

CP 200395 

(Jan 2013 – Dec. 2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total 

Received          

(in USD) 

6-Month Net 

Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

85.5 m 46 m 
(54%) 

8.5 m      
(69%) 

*November 2016 – April 2017 

Strengthen Social Safety Nets (school meals, nutrition) 
According to UNICEF, nearly two thirds of Liberian children 
have never been in school and the country has the highest 
portion of children missing out on primary education 
according to Liberia first global out-of-school ranking. 
 
The school meals component provides daily meals to 

primary schoolchildren and take-home rations to girls in 
grades four to six from highly vulnerable households in the 
most food-insecure counties. WFP also works to enhance 
the monitoring and management capacities of the Ministry 
of Education at the central, county and district levels. 

However, the school meals programme will experience a 
complete funding shortage with absolutely no food 

distribution in February. 
 
WFP launched a Home Grown School Feeding (HGSF) 
programme with 6 schools in June. These schools have 
seen a 30 percent increase in attendance when school 
resumed in September. The pilot has been expanded to 

include an additional 6 schools.   
 
WFP supports the Government of Liberia in providing food 
to malnourished HIV clients on ART, to TB clients and 
clients of PMTCT services including their affected 
households. The Global Fund resources will contribute 
towards strengthening the national capacity of the Ministry 

of Health in addressing the nutritional needs of people 
living with HIV and TB. The project targets all 15 counties 
of Liberia and runs for a time period of 15 months (1 

October 2016 to 31 December 2017).  
 

The Livelihood Assets and Market Promotion (LAMP) 
is targeting six counties. LAMP comprises of two 
components: the “Livelihood Assets Promotion” and the 
“Market Promotion”. The “Livelihood Assets Promotion” 
component aims to stimulate agricultural production and 
enhance the resilience of rural communities to economic 

shocks, food insecurity and natural disasters. This involves 
assisting vulnerable communities in rehabilitating lowland 
rice fields and small-scale irrigation schemes, as well as 

Credit: ©WFP/John Monibah 
Caption: Farmers who supply plantains to WFP for use 
in HGSF in Nimba County, Liberia. 
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In Numbers 

290,000 people in need of food assistance 
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Operational Updates 

 The Liberia Zero Hunger Strategic Review will support the 

Government and its partners to articulate what is needed 
to achieve SDG2 (zero hunger) in Liberia by 2030 
through a country-led, open and consultative process 
involving all relevant stakeholders. The Review will 

establish a baseline that fosters joint understanding of 
the challenges and gaps in the national response to food 
and nutrition security, leading to a joint agreement and a 

consensus on priority actions required to achieve zero 
hunger by 2030.  
 

 The Lead Convener or Chair for the Liberia Zero Hunger 
Strategic Review has been identified. He will be 
supported by an advisory body consisting of Government 
institutions, development partners and other technical 

and financial partners and civil society, a technical team 
including focal points at identified key government 
institutions and development organizations and a 
research team. 

 
 Findings and recommendations of the Zero Hunger 

Strategic Review will contribute to Liberia’s Vision 2030 

by helping to shape the direction and focus of national 
priorities established by the Agenda for Transformation 
2012 – 2017 and subsequent national medium term 
economic growth and development strategies.  

 
 Liberia UNDAF has been extended until the end of 2018 

to enable alignment with the Government planning 
processes and the future new administration (elections 
are scheduled for October 2017). 

 
 The Ministry of Agriculture (MOA), WFP and FAO 

participated in a joint media event on 17 October at MOA 
office in Monrovia to celebrate the World Food Day. 

Deputy Country Director Julie MacDonald used the 
occasion to highlight the critical financial constraints the 
school meals project is facing. 

 

 The second food assistance for assets distribution under 
the UN Human Security Trust Fund project has been 

completed. A total of 16.15 metric tons of rice, beans, 
and vegetable oil was distributed to 300 farmers. 

 
 Data collection to assess the achievements and impact of 

the Human Security Trust Fund project in all counties of 
Nimba, Grand Gedeh, River Gee and Maryland began in 
late October. Findings will be used for future programme 

designs of trust fund operations. 
 

 

Challenges 

 UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) is starting its drawdown in 

the country. This is especially affecting sub-offices as key 
support is no longer available in some parts of the 

county.  
 

 Deplorable road conditions, due to heavy rainfalls are 
impeding food distribution around the country especially 
in the rural areas. 

 

 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Population: 4.5 million 

Global Acute Malnutrition: 2.8% 
Stunting: 36% 
 

205 Human Development Index: 

177 out of 188 

Gender Inequality Index: 0.651 

(rank 146 out of 187) 

 

Contact info: John Monibah (john.monibah@wfp.org)  

Country Director: Julie MacDonald 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/Liberia  

 

 
 
Liberia suffered violent conflicts spanning almost 3 
decades, from 1979 to 2003: a military coup d'état in 
1980, widespread violence during military rule (1980-
1990), and two civil wars (1989-1996 and 1999-2003). As 

a result of these conflicts, national GDP fell by 90 percent 
between 1987 and 1995, one of the biggest economic 
collapses ever recorded in the world (Liberia PRS 2008). In 
addition, an EVD* outbreak from mid-2014 to end 2015, 
caused significant socio-economic disruptions. The World 
Bank estimates that the outbreak could have cost Liberia 

as much as USD 234 million or 12 percent of the GDP. 
Although Liberia has reduced chronic malnutrition rates 
among children under the age of five from “critical” to 
“serious”, according to WHO classification, six of Liberia’s 
15 counties still have critical levels of chronic malnutrition. 
In an effort to improve infrastructure and social service 

delivery, the government has embarked on a national plan 

to make Liberia a middle income country by 2030. 
 
WFP Liberia’s Country Strategy (2013 – 2017) fully 
embraces the government’s vision of a “hunger free 
Liberia”.  Within this broad goal, the Country Strategy 
envisions safety nets as being central to all WFP’s 
interventions in Liberia. Through safety nets, WFP will help 
advance Liberia’s food and nutrition security agenda. 

WFP has been present in Liberia since 1968. 

 

*EVD: Ebola Virus Disease 

 

../../../../../AppData/Local/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/ZE00K5CY/www.wfp.org/countries/Liberia

