
 November 2016 

developed and is ready for stocking with fingerlings while 

in Maahta One Town, a storage facility was built using 

only local construction materials (mud, sticks, thatch).  

In Maahta Two Town, 1.5km farm to town access road 

was completed to easily transport crops from farm to 

town. The clearing of one hectare of vegetable production 

site was achieved in Blameyea Town, and in Melekie 

Town farmers completed 470 m of fence (made of thatch 

and sticks) to ward off animals from destroying their 

crops.   

Food Assistance for 

Refugees and 

Vulnerable Host 
Communities  

 

PRRO 200550** 

(June 2014 – July 2016) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total 

Received    

(in USD) 

 

6-Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

36 m 
19.6 m  
(55%) 

1.1 m 
(86%) 

*December 2016 – May 2017                 **Budget Revision to extend project to June 2017 is ongoing. 

 

 

Ivorian Refugees: WFP has been supporting Cote 

d'Ivoire refugees in Liberia since 2010. The current 

Ivorian refugee population is 15,431. Repatriations are 

expected to resume in November as road conditions 

improve. It is expected that the current population will 

reduce to 12,000 by the end of the year and to 5,000 by 

the end of 2017. 

 

Food Security Assessment: A food security 

assessment on refugee vulnerability was completed in 

August reflecting that 5.6 percent are extremely 

vulnerable, 29.7 percent are highly vulnerable, and 56.1 

percent are moderately vulnerable. It further 

recommended reduced rations for all but the extremely 

vulnerable. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Highlights 
 The Liberia school meals programme will experience a 

complete pipeline break in February. WFP and the 
Ministry of Education are working on a contingency plan 
and engaging the donor community. 

 WFP is supporting the Government with the Liberia Zero 
Hunger Strategic Review to review critical gaps and 

assess priorities to reach Zero Hunger by 2030. 
 The refugee population continues to decline due to the 

voluntary repatriation exercise conducted by UNHCR. By 
the end of 2016 it is estimated around 12,000 refugees 
will remain in country. WFP will restart general food 
distributions in December but only targeting the 
extremely and highly vulnerable populations.  

 WFP will provide food to malnourished HIV clients on 
ART*, to TB* clients and to clients of PMTCT* services 

including their affected households. The project is funded 
through the Government and the Global fund. 
*ART: Antiretroviral Therapy, TB: Tuberculosis, PMTCT: Prevention of Mother to     

Child Transmission 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WFP Assistance 

 

WFP Liberia 
Country Brief    
 
 
 

 

Country Programme 

CP 200395 

(Jan 2013 – Dec. 2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total 

Received          

(in USD) 

6-Month Net 

Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

85.5 m 46 m 
(54%) 

8.2 m      
(89%) 

*December 2016 – May 2017 

Strengthen Social Safety Nets (school meals, nutrition) 
According to UNICEF, nearly two thirds of Liberian children 
have never been in school and the country has the highest 
portion of children missing out on primary education 
according to Liberia first global out-of-school ranking. 
 

The school meals component provides daily meals to 
primary schoolchildren and take-home rations to girls in 
grades four to six from highly vulnerable households in the 
most food-insecure counties. WFP also works to enhance 
the monitoring and management capacities of the Ministry 
of Education at the central, county and district levels. 

However, the school meals programme will experience a 
complete funding shortage with absolutely no food 
distribution in February. 
 
WFP launched a Home Grown School Feeding (HGSF) 
programme with 6 schools in June. These schools have 
seen a 30 percent increase in attendance when school 

resumed in September. The pilot has been expanded to 
include an additional 6 schools; now providing daily meals 
to slightly above 3,000 school children in 12 schools. 
 
WFP supports the Government of Liberia in providing food 
to malnourished HIV clients on ART, to TB clients and 
clients of PMTCT services including their affected 

households. Resources provided by the Global Fund will 
contribute towards strengthening the national capacity of 
the Ministry of Health in addressing the nutritional needs of 

people living with HIV and TB. The project targets all 15 
counties of Liberia and runs for a time period of 15 months 
(1 October 2016 to 31 December 2017).  
 

The Livelihood Assets and Market Promotion (LAMP)  
Under the Japanese Bilateral project, lowland development 

and rehabilitation activities continued as planned with a 

total of 1.3 ha developed. This brings lowland fully 

developed to 64 ha (96 percent) of the planned 67 ha for 

2016. Through the provision of food assistance for assets, 

significant progress was achieved on individual farms in 5 

communities: in Garmue town, one fish pond fully 

Credit: ©WFP/John Monibah 
Caption: Children having lunch from the WFP-supported 
Home Grown School Feeding programme (HGSF) in Nimba 
county. 
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Operational Updates 
 The Liberia Zero Hunger Strategic Review will support the 

Government and its partners to articulate what is needed 
to achieve SDG2 (zero hunger) in Liberia by 2030 
through a country-led, open and consultative process 
involving all relevant stakeholders. The Review will 
establish a baseline that fosters joint understanding of 

the challenges and gaps in the national response to food 
and nutrition security, leading to a joint agreement and a 
consensus on priority actions required to achieve zero 
hunger by 2030.  
 

 The Lead Convener for the Liberia Zero Hunger Strategic 
Review has been identified. He will be supported by an 

advisory body consisting of Government institutions, 
development partners and other technical and financial 
partners and civil society, a technical team including focal 
points at identified key government institutions and 
development organizations and a research team. 

 

 Findings and recommendations of the Zero Hunger 
Strategic Review will contribute to Liberia’s Vision 2030 
by helping to shape the direction and focus of national 
priorities established by the Agenda for Transformation 

2012 – 2017 and subsequent national medium term 
economic growth and development strategies.  

 

 Liberia UNDAF has been extended until the end of 2018 
to enable alignment with the Government planning 
processes and the future new administration (elections 
are scheduled for October 2017). 

 

 The second food assistance for assets distribution under 
the UN Human Security Trust Fund project has been 
completed. A total of 16.15 metric tons of rice, beans, 
and vegetable oil was distributed to 300 farmers. 

 

 To celebrate the 2016 World Food Day, WFP, FAO and the 
Ministry of Agriculture joined partners in a National 
Stakeholders Symposium to meet and discuss critical 
issues of concern. This year’s Forum brought together 

expert panellists, donors and partners to deliberate on 
climate change and its effects on the food security and 
agriculture sector. WFP also participated in the 

agriculture fair, held in Nimba County, displaying best 
practices in value-added rice, beans, and cassava.  

 

 School Meals: WFP held talks with the Ministry of 
Education (MOE) on funding shortfall in school feeding. 

WFP and the MOE also agreed on key activities for 2017, 
including the need for the Government to get involved in 
resource mobilization efforts and support the continuation 
of the Home Grown School Feeding pilot in 2017. WFP will 
distribute the last school meals to 142,000 children 
between January and February 2017. This represents a 
52 percent cut in the number of children reached in 

March 2016 when the country office increased the Home 
Grown School Feeding pilot from 6 to 12 schools. The 

increase in the number of schoolchildren was 
necessitated by a 30 percent enrolment increase in the 6 
piloted from June and the new 6 schools added in 
November. Both sides reviewed the work plan to decide 
on activities to continue with until February 2017 – the 
end of the funding period. 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Population: 4.5 million 

Global Acute Malnutrition: 2.8% 
Stunting: 36% 
 

205 Human Development 

Index: 177 out of 188 

Gender Inequality Index: 

0.651 (rank 146 out of 187) 

 

 
  
Liberia suffered violent conflicts spanning almost 3 

decades, from 1979 to 2003: a military coup d'état in 
1980, widespread violence during military rule (1980-
1990), and two civil wars (1989-1996 and 1999-2003). 
As a result of these conflicts, national GDP fell by 90 
percent between 1987 and 1995, one of the biggest 
economic collapses ever recorded in the world (Liberia 
PRS 2008). In addition, an Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) 

outbreak from mid-2014 to end 2015, caused significant 
socio-economic disruptions. The World Bank estimates 
that the outbreak could have cost Liberia as much as 
USD 234 million or 12 percent of the GDP. Although 
Liberia has reduced chronic malnutrition rates among 
children under the age of five from “critical” to “serious”, 
according to WHO classification, six of Liberia’s 15 

counties still have critical levels of chronic malnutrition. 
In an effort to improve infrastructure and social service 

delivery, the Government has embarked on a national 
plan to make Liberia a middle income country by 2030. 
 
WFP Liberia’s Country Strategy (2013 – 2017) fully 

embraces the government’s vision of a “hunger free 
Liberia”.  Within this broad goal, the Country Strategy 
envisions safety nets as being central to all WFP’s 
interventions in Liberia. Through safety nets, WFP will 
help advance Liberia’s food and nutrition security 
agenda. 

WFP has been present in Liberia since 1968. 

 

*EVD: Ebola Virus Disease 

 


