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Highlights 

 Low agricultural production has made households 

more reliant on food purchases; however, high 

unemployment and low disposable income limit 

people’s purchasing power. 

 The Government of Lesotho has revised the 

guidelines for cash transfer value during the 

emergency.  

 The latest mVam report shows that subsidized pulses 

are out of stock in many rural shops, thus the price of 

beans slightly increased in August. 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

WFP Assistance 

 
Country Programme 

Lesotho 

 

CP 200369 

(2013-2017) 

Total  

Requirements  
(in USD) 

Total 
Received  

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 
Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

40.7 m 
21.2 m  
(52%) 

 3 m 
(79%) 

*October 2016 – March 2017 

The Country Programme (CP) comprises three 

components: Early Childhood Care and Development 

(ECCD), Nutrition support and HIV support. The CP 

aims to support preparedness for primary education 

among pre-school students and to assist the 

Government’s efforts in the prevention and treatment 

of undernutrition. The CP also seeks to tackle 

malnutrition with strategies that improve the socio 

economic status of communities. The strategies 

include: implementing supplementary feeding 

programmes, advocacy for increased national budget 

for nutrition, strengthening community linkages, 

implementing sustainable livelihood interventions, 

scaling up research and information sharing as well as 

building strong partnerships. In view of the food 

insecurity caused by the El Niño drought, WFP is 

intensifying its fundraising activities to continue 

contributing to the CP’s long term objectives.  

School Meals 

Programme 
 

Trust Fund (TF) 200771: 

(2015-2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

10.3 m 
10.3 m  
(100%) 

 

Through the School Meals Programme, which is fully 

funded by the Government, WFP assists 250,000 

students in public primary schools with two meals per 

day. The meals consist of morning porridge and a 

lunch meal of maize with either beans or peas. The 

meals aim to improve enrolment, enhance learning 

capacity and reduce poverty and malnutrition. With 

regards to the El Niño-induced drought, the meals 

serve as an effective safety net for children from food 

insecure families. WFP supports the Government’s 

education strategy of free and compulsory primary 
education. 

Support to drought 
affected population  

 

PRRO 200980 

(June 2016-Dec 2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total 

Received (in 

USD) 
 

6 Month 
Net Funding 

Requirements  

(in USD)* 

27 m 
9.4 m  
(35%) 

13.9 m 
(97%) 

       *October 2016 – March 2017 

 

The latest Mobile Vulnerability Analysis Mapping 

(mVam) report shows that in August, although 

markets continued to function normally, the supply of 

subsidised commodities, particularly beans, was very 

low, thus causing a price increase of between M 7-14 

per 500g in rural areas. Faced with low crop 

production and with limited employment 

opportunities, people are reportedly buying smaller 
quantities of food than they would usually buy.  

The latest mVam feedback on high levels of 

unemployment and low amounts of food purchased 

by food insecure people are consistent with the two 

most recent mVam reports and manifest the need for 
continued assistance for food insecure people.   

  

 

Credit: WFP/Vincent Kiwanuka 

Caption: WFP staff inspecting one of the project sites for 
resilience through land reclamation implemented in 2015 with 
funding from ECHO. Two water reservoirs were constructed at 
the site to provide water for domestic use and irrigation. 
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In Numbers 

709,000 people affected by drought   

 

263,000 people targeted by WFP’s PRRO 

22,090 People assisted 
by WFP since March 
2016 

September 2016 

http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp284303.pdf
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Donors 

The Government of Lesotho, Japan, European Union, World 
Bank, GFDRR, ECHO, CERF, WFP Multilateral and private donors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

 The Government of Lesotho has issued new guidance 

on the cash transfer value. The value per person is 

now set at M 120 per month translating into M 600 

(approximately USD 40) for a household of five 

people. Assistance will be based on the actual number 

of people in a household. 

 

 Targeting is nearly completed in the five districts 

where WFP has planned to extend food and cash 

assistance starting in October 2016. Delays of the 

Disaster Management Authority targeting process 

prevented WFP from expanding the planned relief 

assistance programme in September. The 

distributions will resume in October 2016. 

 

 Confirmed contributions from the Government and 

partners cover the needs of around 337,000 food 

insecure people against the Lesotho Vulnerability 

Assessment Committee 2016 food survival deficit 

category of 476,842 Basotho, leaving a gap of around 

139,000 people in need. 

 

 Through its PRRO Component 1: Relief Lean Season 

Assistance, WFP plans to reach 200,000 people facing 

a food survival deficit during the lean season. The 

overall budget for Component 1 is USD 10 million. The 

current confirmed contributions for this component 

amount to around USD 8.5 million to assist 180,000 

people. Additional resources in cash would allow WFP 

to fill the gap and reach all planned people in need 

until March 2017. 

 

 There are so far no confirmed contributions for PRRO 

Component 2 (Productive Assets Creation) and 3 

(Technical Assistance and National Capacity 

Strengthening) worth around USD 17 million overall. 

Component 3 aims to strengthen the capacity of the 

Ministry of Forestry to promote a shift within the 

national public works programme (“Fato-Fato”) from 

the current transfer-based approach to an asset 

creation and resilience-centered model. 

 

 Technical Advisors from the ECHO Regional Office for 

East and Southern Africa in Nairobi visited Lesotho to 

assess the drought situation and discuss with WFP the 

ongoing operations. They interacted with some of the 

people assisted by WFP through cash transfers in 

2016 and through the 2015 ECHO funded resilience 

activities.  

 

 

 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

More than half (57 percent) of the population lives on 

less than a dollar per day. Lesotho’s GDP is USD 2.2 

billion while its national gross income per capita is USD 

1,500 (World Bank). The Southern African Customs 

Union (SACU) revenue contributes a significant 

proportion to Lesotho’s national budget. The 

Government contributes seven percent of its national 

budget to safety nets such as school feeding, pension 

for the elderly, child grants and cash for work. 

The population’s high vulnerability is exacerbated by 

recurring climatic hazards, including droughts, early 

frost and a low performing economy. As a result, 29 

percent of people below the age of 35 years are 

unemployed. The country is also characterized by an 

extremely high HIV prevalence rate (25 percent) and 

has to provide care for more than 250,000 orphans, 

most of whom lost their parents to AIDS. The life 

expectancy is 49 years. 

Agriculture, which contributes seven percent to the 

GDP, is a major source of livelihood for 80 percent of 

the population living in rural areas.  

WFP supports the Government’s efforts of building the 

resilience of communities frequently affected by 

climatic hazards, with the view to stimulate agricultural 

production.  

WFP has been present in Lesotho since 1965. 

Chronic malnutrition: 33% of 

children between 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

161 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Population: 2.1 million 


