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WFP Assistance 

 
Country Programme 

Lesotho 

 

CP 200369 

(2013-2017) 

Total  

Requirements  
(in USD) 

Total 
Received  

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 
Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

40.7 m 
21.2 m  
(52%) 

 2.3m 
(54%) 

   *August 2016 – January 2017 

The Country Programme (CP) comprises of two 

components: Early Childhood Care and Development 

(ECCD) and Nutrition and HIV. The CP aims to support 

preparedness for primary education among preschool 

students, assist the government’s efforts in the 

prevention and treatment of undernutrition. The CP 

also aims to tackle malnutrition with strategies that 

improve the socio economic status of communities. 

The strategies include implementing supplementary 

feeding programmes, advocacy for increased national 

nutrition budget, strengthening community linkages, 

implementing sustainable livelihood interventions, 

scaling up research and information sharing as well as 

building strong partnerships. In view of the food 

insecurity caused by the El Niño drought, WFP is 

intensifying its fundraising activities to continue 
contributing to the CP’s long term objectives.  

School Meals 

Programme 

 

Trust Fund (TF) 200771: 

(2015-2017) 

Total  

Requirements  
(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 
 

10.3 m 
10.3 m  
(100%) 

 

Through the School Meals Programme, which is fully 

funded by the Government, WFP assists 250,000 

students in public primary schools with two meals per 

day. The meals consist of morning porridge and a 

lunch meal of maize with either beans or peas. The 

meals aim to improve enrolment, enhance learning 

capacity and reduce poverty and malnutrition. With 

regards to the El Niño-induced drought, the meals 

serve as an effective safety net for children from food 

insecure families. WFP is supporting the government’s 

education strategy of free and compulsory primary 
education. 

Support to drought 

affected population  
 

PRRO 200980 

(June 2016-Dec 2017) 

Total  
Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total 

Received (in 

USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 
Requirements  

(in USD)* 

27 m 
1.9 m  
(6%) 

9 m 
(97%) 

       *August 2016 – January 2017 

 

WFP participated in the 21st International AIDS 

Conference held in Durban, South Africa on 18-22 

July 2016. The theme of the conference was Access 

Equity Rights Now. One presentation revealed that 

high Body Mass Index (BMI) delays the disease 

progression. This observation supports WFP’s current 

efforts in treating moderate acute malnutrition 

among people on ART and TB-DOTS treatment 

programmes in order to improve on nutritional status 

and thus treatment outcome. In another 

presentation, WFP’s ability to reach HIV/AIDS 
affected people in emergencies was underscored.  

  

 

Highlights 

 The Lesotho Vulnerability Assessment Committee 

(LVAC) results show that 709,000 rural people are in 

need of food assistance and livelihood protection.  

 WFP is appealing for additional funding for its 

Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO) 

which targets 263,000 drought affected people. In 

the broader response operation, WFP will work with 

communities in resilience building activities. 

 Through its Country Programme, WFP is assisting 

30,000 people with nutrition support in the districts 

of Maseru, Berea, Mafeteng, Mohale’s Hoek and 

Quthing.   

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

Credit: ©WFP/Tsitsi Matope 
Caption: ‘MaBataung Moletsane feeds her baby the 
Super Cereal Plus porridge provided by WFP through 
a contribution from the Government of Japan. 
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Photo 

 

In Numbers 

709,000  people affected by drought   

 

263,000  people targeted by WFP’s PRRO 

20,000 People assisted 
by WFP since March 
2016 

July 2016 
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Donors 

The Government of Lesotho, Japan, European Union, World 
Bank, GFDRR, ECHO, CERF, WFP Multilateral and private donors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

 In July, WFP assisted 20,000 people affected by the 

El Niño drought in Mafeteng and Mohale’s Hoek 

districts through Cash Based Transfers. Each 

household received 1,020 Maloti (USD 65).  

 

 The Regional M&E Advisor visited Lesotho to review 

the Country Office’s M&E plans, its implementation 

status and appropriateness of M&E tools to ensure 

that the M&E system is adherent to both Strategic 

and Management Results frameworks. The Advisor 

recommend that the Country Office shouldaugment 

the M&E staffing to improve timeliness of data 
collection and transmission. 

 Two additional Regional Bureau missions helped 

support the Country Office in thinking through the 

Strategic Planning process. On 25 July, they made a 

presentation to WFP CO staff on the National Zero 

Hunger Strategic Review Process.  

 In June, Lesotho’s PRRO 200980 "Support to 

Drought-Affected Populations" was approved by 

Headquarters. The PRRO seeks to support 263,000 

people in need of food assistance through relief and 
recovery interventions. 

 WFP and partners will conduct joint targeting 

exercise to select new beneficiaries in view of the 

planned expansion of assistance to the affected 
population.   

 A recent analysis has been concluded by WFP on the 

basis of the  LVAC report to assist the Disaster 

Management Authority (DMA) reach a cash based 

transfer value taking into account the Government’s 

30% subsidy on food commodities. Discussions are 

ongoing.  

 

 With WFP’s lead, the Government and partners are 

discussing to harmonize the transfer values for the 

cash based programmes. The objective is to address 

any disparity in terms of transfer value during the 
emergency response.   

Challenges 

 WFP is increasing its efforts to raise funds for the 

PRRO, which has a 6-month net funding requirement 
of total funding requirement of USD 9 million.  

 The Country Programme needs USD 1 million to 

increase its nutrition coverage between June and 
December 2016.  

 
 

 
 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

More than half (57 percent) of the population lives on 

less than a dollar per day. Lesotho’s GDP is USD 2.2 

billion while its national gross income per capita is USD 

1,500 (World Bank). The Southern African Customs 

Union (SACU) revenue contributes a significant 

proportion to Lesotho’s national budget. The 

Government contributes seven percent of its national 

budget to safety nets such as school feeding, pension 

for the elderly, child grants and cash for work. 

The high vulnerability situation is exacerbated by the 

recurring climatic hazards, including droughts, early 

frost and a low performing economy. As a result, 29 

percent of people below the age of 35 years are 

unemployed. Agriculture, which contributes seven 

percent to the GDP, is a major source of livelihood for 

80 percent of the population living in rural areas.  

WFP supports the Government’s efforts of building the 

resilience of communities frequently affected by climatic 

hazards, with the view to stimulating agricultural 

production. A 25 percent HIV prevalence rate 

contributes to the high levels of vulnerability. The 

country has to provide care for more than 250,000 

orphans, most of whom lost their parents to AIDS. The 

life expectancy at birth is 49 years.  

WFP has been present in Lesotho since 1965. 

Contact info: Name Tsitsi Matope, Email: tsitsi.matope@wfp.org 

Country Director: Mary Njoroge  

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/lesotho  

Chronic malnutrition: 33% of 

children between 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

161 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Population: 2.1 million 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/lesotho

