
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

WFP Assistance 

Country Programme 

Lesotho 

 
CP 200369 

(2013-2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total 

Received  
(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 
Requirements 

(in USD)* 

41 m 
21.3 m  
(52%) 

 2.8 m 
(95%) 

*February - July 2017 

The Country Programme (CP) comprises two 

components: Early Childhood Care and Development 

(ECCD); and Nutrition support and HIV support. The 

CP supports preparedness for primary education 

among pre-school students and assists the 

Government’s efforts in the prevention and treatment 

of undernutrition. The CP also seeks to tackle 

malnutrition with strategies that improve the socio-

economic status of communities. The strategies 

include: implementing supplementary feeding 

programmes, advocacy for increased national budget 

for nutrition, strengthening community linkages, 

implementing sustainable livelihood interventions, 

scaling up research and information sharing as well as 

building strong partnerships. In view of food 

insecurity caused by the El Niño drought, WFP is 

intensifying its fundraising activities to continue 

contributing to the CP’s long term objectives.  

School Meals Programme 

 

Trust Fund (TF)  

200771: 

(2015-2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received (in 

USD) 

 

15.5 m 
8,000 
(0%) 

* December 2016 – May 2017 

Through the School Meals Programme, which is fully 

funded by the Government, WFP assists 250,000 

students in public primary schools with two meals per 

day. The meals consist of morning porridge and a 

lunch meal of maize with either beans or peas. The 

meals aim to improve enrolment, enhance learning 

capacity and reduce poverty and malnutrition. With 
regards to the El Niño-induced drought, the meals 

serve as an effective safety net for children from food 

insecure families. WFP supports the Government’s 
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 education strategy of free and compulsory primary 
education. 

Support to drought 

affected population  

 

PRRO 200980 

(June 2016-Dec 2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total 

Received    
(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 
Requirements  

(in USD)* 

27 m 
10.4 m  
(39%) 

6.6 m 
(63%) 

* February - July 2017 

 
Lesotho is suffering from one of its worst food 

security crises in recent years, with 709,000 of the 

1.5 million rural population in need of urgent food 

assistance. In December 2015, the Government of 

Lesotho declared a state of emergency due to 

drought. WFP responded through an Immediate 

Response Emergency Operation (IR-EMOP) and 

reached 22,115 food insecure people during the 

period March–August 2016. Under the Protracted 

Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO), WFP has 

assisted 152,774 food insecure people since 

October 2016. The plan is to assist 263,000 people 

by December 2017. 
 

 

Highlights 

 In January, WFP assisted 153,000 food insecure 

people through cash and food transfers.     

 Plans are underway to source maize meal for the 

school feeding programme locally; a proportion of 

the food is planned to be sourced from smallholder 

farmers. 

 WFP provided mobile devices to Lesotho 

Meteorological Services (LMS) to enable the 

Government to collect and disseminate real time 

weather data.  

 

 

Credit: WFP/Vincent Kiwanuka 

Caption: Mr. Shuichiro Kawaguchi, the Minister-Counsellor at the Embassy of 
Japan handed over to the Government of Lesotho food commodities worth 

USD 250,000 procured through WFP in support of 13,000 food insecure people 

in Lesotho.  Hon. Kimetso Mathaba, the Minister in the Prime Minister’s office 

and Mary Njoroge, WFP Country Director, attended.  

 

Main 

Photo 

 January 2017 

In Numbers 

709,000 people affected by the drought 
263,000 people targeted by the PRRO 

53% 47% 152,774 
People Assisted 
January 2017 

http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp284303.pdf
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Donors 

The Government of Lesotho, Australia, Canada, Germany, Japan, 
Switzerland, CERF, ECHO, World Bank, GFDRR, WFP Multilateral 
and private donors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 
 

 In January 2017, WFP assisted 153,000 food 

insecure people through cash and food transfers, 

under the relief component.  

 

 WFP is finalizing community action plans for the 

resilience based activities in Quthing and Mohale’s 

Hoek districts. Through contributions from Canada, 

WFP will support food insecure people through cash 

assistance for building community assets such as 

dams for domestic and irrigation purposes. Activities 

will be implemented in partnership with Lesotho 

Standard Bank for six months starting in March 

2017.  
 

 As the current agreements expire on 31 March, 

discussions are underway between WFP, World 

Vision and the Red Cross to extend partnership 

agreements until June 2017. The Red Cross 

implements cash based transfer activities in 

partnership with Standard Bank, while World Vision 

carries out food distributions. 

 

 WFP has launched a tender for the construction of 

12 school kitchens and storerooms for Phase V of 

the infrastructure development project. The project 

aims to improve school feeding and storage facilities 

for public primary schools located in the remote 

highlands areas. By December 2016, 56 kitchens and 

stores had been completed, while eight were at 

various stages of construction; 12 are at the 

procurement stage. 

 

 WFP plans to source maize meal for the school 

feeding programme locally and in partnership with 

Lesotho Flour Millers allocate a proportion of the 

food needs to be sourced from smallholder farmers. 

The Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security and 

other key ministries will participate in the 

mobilization and training of smallholder farmers.   

 

Challenges 

 The resilience component of the PRRO is currently 

underfunded and contributions are required to 

implement activities that are critical for vulnerable 

people to withstand future shocks. 

 

 The learners on the school feeding programme will 

receive half rations in January and February due to 

delays by the Government to release funding. This 

may affect the attendance of learners. 

 

 The rainy season slowed down the construction 

works, as most project sites were inaccessible due 

to bad roads. 

 
 

 

More than half (57 percent) of the population live on 

less than a dollar per day. Lesotho’s GDP is USD 2.2 

billion while its national gross income per capita is USD 

1,500 (World Bank). Revenue from the Southern 

African Customs Union (SACU) contributes a significant 

proportion to Lesotho’s national budget. The 

Government allocates seven percent of its national 

budget to safety nets such as school feeding, pension 

for the elderly, child grants and cash for work. 

The population’s high vulnerability is exacerbated by 

recurring climatic hazards, including droughts, early 

frost and a low performing economy. As a result, 29 

percent of people below the age of 35 years are 

unemployed. The country is also characterized by an 

extremely high HIV prevalence rate (25 percent) and 

has to provide care for more than 250,000 orphans, 

most of whom lost their parents to AIDS. Life 

expectancy stands at 49 years. 

Agriculture, which contributes seven percent to the 

GDP, is a major source of livelihood for 80 percent of 

the population living in rural areas.  

WFP supports the Government’s efforts to build the 

resilience of communities frequently affected by 

climatic hazards, with the view to stimulate agricultural 

production.  

WFP has been present in Lesotho since 1965. 

 

Contact info: Vincent Kiwanuka (vincent.kiwanuka@wfp.org) 

Country Director: Mary Njoroge (mary.njoroge@wfp.org)  

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/Lesotho 

 

Chronic malnutrition: 33% of 

children between 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

161 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Population: 2.1 million 

Country Background & Strategy 
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