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WFP Assistance 

 Country Programme 

Lesotho 

 

CP 200369 

(2013-2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total 

Received  
(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 
Requirements 

(in USD)* 

41 m 
21.3 m  
(52%) 

 2.8 m 
(92%) 

*January - June 2017 

The Country Programme (CP) comprises two 

components: Early Childhood Care and Development 

(ECCD); and Nutrition support and HIV support. The 

CP aims to support preparedness for primary 

education among pre-school students and to assist 

the Government’s efforts in the prevention and 

treatment of undernutrition. The CP also seeks to 

tackle malnutrition with strategies that improve the 

socio economic status of communities. The strategies 

include: implementing supplementary feeding 

programmes, advocacy for increased national budget 

for nutrition, strengthening community linkages, 

implementing sustainable livelihood interventions, 

scaling up research and information sharing as well as 

building strong partnerships. In view of the food 

insecurity caused by the El Niño drought, WFP is 

intensifying its fundraising activities to continue 

contributing to the CP’s long term objectives.  

School Meals Programme 

 

Trust Fund (TF)  

200771: 
(2015-2017) 

Total  
Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received (in 
USD) 

 

15.5 m 
8,000 
(0%) 

 

Through the School Meals Programme, which is fully 

funded by the Government, WFP assists 250,000 

students in public primary schools with two meals per 

day. The meals consist of morning porridge and a 

lunch meal of maize with either beans or peas. The 

meals aim to improve enrolment, enhance learning 

capacity and reduce poverty and malnutrition. With 

regards to the El Niño-induced drought, the meals 

serve as an effective safety net for children from food 

insecure families. WFP supports the Government’s 
education strategy of free and compulsory primary 
education. 

Support to drought 

affected population  

 

PRRO 200980 
(June 2016-Dec 2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total 

Received    
(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 
Requirements  

(in USD)* 

27 m 
10.5 m  
(39%) 

6.2 m 
(47%) 

* January - June 2017 

 
Lesotho is suffering from one of its worst food 

security crises in recent years, with 709,000 of the 

1.5 million rural population in need of urgent food 

assistance. In December 2015, the Government of 

Lesotho declared a state of emergency due to 

drought. WFP responded through an Immediate 

Response Emergency Operation (IR-EMOP) and 

reached 22,000 food insecure people during the 

period March–August 2016. Under the Protracted 

Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO), WFP plans 

to assist 263,000 food insecure people through 

unconditional and conditional cash or food 

assistance during the period June 2016 to 

December 2017. 
 

 

Highlights 

 Most parts of Lesotho experienced a rainfall deficit 

during the month, while Maseru and Mohale’s Hoek 

districts were hit by hail which destroyed some of 

the crops. 

 In December, WFP scaled up assistance in the 

seven most affected districts (Maseru, Mafeteng, 

Mohale’s Hoek, Quthing, Butha Buthe, Thaba Tseka 

and Berea) reaching 127,705 food insecure people 

through cash and food distributions.  

 

 

Credit: WFP/Vincent Kiwanuka 
Caption: Ms. Asaka Isiguro (r) a Japanese UN Volunteer and 
Masekhonyana Phakisi, the Manager, with some of the 
commodities procured through funding from the Japanese 
Government. Thaba Tseka district Food Management Unit 
Warehouse Manager (FMU)  

 

 

Main 
Photo 

 December 2016 

In Numbers 

709,000 people affected by the drought 
263,000 people targeted by the PRRO 

65% 35% 127,705 

People Assisted 
December 2016 
 

http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp284303.pdf
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Donors 

The Government of Lesotho, Japan, European Union, World 
Bank, GFDRR, ECHO, CERF, WFP Multilateral and private donors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

 In December, WFP assisted 127,705 food insecure 

people through cash and food distribution. Food was 

distributed to 68,250 people in areas where markets 

are less functional. Assessments for the last three 

months have consistently indicated that markets are 

functioning normally and that prices of maize meal 

and pulses are relatively stable.  

 

 WFP plans to assist 181,000 food insecure people 

through both cash and food for the period January-

March 2017. The increase in the number of people 

assisted is due to the completion of the targeting 

and beneficiary selection exercises in all the districts 

where WFP is implementing the relief operation.  

 

 The LVAC 2016 urban assessment draft report is 

currently being finalized. Preliminary findings 

indicate that households led by women, widows and 

people with low education are the most affected by 

the food insecurity due to drought.  

 

 In December 2016, sensitization on the independent 

feedback mechanism were conducted by the 

National University of Lesotho (NUL). WFP 

contracted NUL to implement a feedback mechanism 

through a Call center, effective from 01 December 

2016. The feedback mechanism will enable WFP and 

partners to respond to issues raised by the people 

being assisted.      

 

 WFP is prepositioning food commodities for the 

PRRO in preparation for the food distributions 

planned for early January 2017. In January, 91,700 

food insecure people in six districts will be given two 

months food rations. The last food distributions 

covering the remaining part of the lean season will 

be distributed in March 2017.  

 

 Community participatory planning for the resilience 

based activities was carried out in Quthing and 

Mohale’s Hoek districts. In both districts, the process 

started with pre-planning activities to get the 

approval of village authorities and communities. 

With resources from the Government of Canada, 

WFP plans to implement resilience based activities at 

four project sites, two in each district, beginning in 

February 2017.  

 

 A survey on prevention of stunting coverage was 

conducted from 1-10 December 2016. Preliminary 

results indicate that 82 percent of children aged 6-

23 months are enrolled in the programme.   

Challenges 

 The resilience component of the PRRO is under 

resourced. Less than 5 percent of funding required 

for January-June 2017 is available for the resilience 

based activities. 

 

More than half (57 percent) of the population lives on 

less than a dollar per day. Lesotho’s GDP is USD 2.2 

billion while its national gross income per capita is USD 

1,500 (World Bank). The Southern African Customs 

Union (SACU) revenue contributes a significant 

proportion to Lesotho’s national budget. The 

Government contributes seven percent of its national 

budget to safety nets such as school feeding, pension 

for the elderly, child grants and cash for work. 

The population’s high vulnerability is exacerbated by 

recurring climatic hazards, including droughts, early 

frost and a low performing economy. As a result, 29 

percent of people below the age of 35 years are 

unemployed. The country is also characterized by an 

extremely high HIV prevalence rate (25 percent) and 

has to provide care for more than 250,000 orphans, 

most of whom lost their parents to AIDS. The life 

expectancy is 49 years. 

Agriculture, which contributes seven percent to the 

GDP, is a major source of livelihood for 80 percent of 

the population living in rural areas.  

WFP supports the Government’s efforts of building the 

resilience of communities frequently affected by 

climatic hazards, with the view to stimulate agricultural 

production.  

WFP has been present in Lesotho since 1965. 

 

Contact info: Vincent Kiwanuka (vincent.kiwanuka@wfp.org) 

Country Director: Mary Njoroge (mary.njoroge@wfp.org)  

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/Lesotho 

 

Chronic malnutrition: 33% of 

children between 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

161 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Population: 2.1 million 

Country Background & Strategy 
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