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Highlights 

 Lesotho expects to receive above normal rainfall 

beginning October 2016. Normal to below normal 

rains are expected in February-March 2017 in the 

eastern part of the country. 

 WFP’s latest mVAM report revealed that female-

headed households are 50 percent more likely to 

have poor food consumption than those headed by 

men.  

 Cereal production is estimated at 30,000 mt, two 

thirds lower than last year’s below-average level. 

Maize production has declined by 61 percent 

compared to last year. 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

WFP Assistance 

 Country Programme 

Lesotho 
 

CP 200369 

(2013-2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total 

Received  
(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 
Requirements 

(in USD)* 

40.7 m 
21.2 m  
(52%) 

 2.6 m 
(68%) 

*September 2016 – February 2016 

The Country Programme (CP) comprises three 

components: Early Childhood Care and Development 

(ECCD), Nutrition support and HIV support. The CP 

aims to support preparedness for primary education 

among preschool students and to assist the 

government’s efforts in the prevention and treatment 

of undernutrition. The CP also seeks to tackle 

malnutrition with strategies that improve the socio 

economic status of communities. The strategies 

include: implementing supplementary feeding 

programmes, advocacy for increased national nutrition 

budget, strengthening community linkages, 

implementing sustainable livelihood interventions, 

scaling up research and information sharing as well as 

building strong partnerships. In view of the food 

insecurity caused by the El Niño drought, WFP is 

intensifying its fundraising activities to continue 
contributing to the CP’s long term objectives.  

School Meals 

Programme 

 

Trust Fund (TF) 200771: 

(2015-2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

10.3 m 
10.3 m  
(100%) 

 

Through the School Meals Programme, which is fully 

funded by the Government, WFP assists 250,000 

students in public primary schools with two meals per 

day. The meals consist of morning porridge and a 

lunch meal of maize with either beans or peas. The 

meals aim to improve enrolment, enhance learning 

capacity and reduce poverty and malnutrition. With 

regards to the El Niño-induced drought, the meals 

serve as an effective safety net for children from food 
insecure families. WFP is supporting the government’s 

education strategy of free and compulsory primary 
education. 

Support to drought 
affected population  

 

PRRO 200980 

(June 2016-Dec 2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total 

Received (in 

USD) 
 

6 Month 
Net Funding 

Requirements  

(in USD)* 

27 m 
6.2 m  
(23%) 

9.3 m 
(79%) 

       *September 2016 – February 2017 

 

Many vulnerable households are currently engaged in 

off-season activities, including gardening in 

preparation for the planting season, domestic work 

and construction. However, incomes remain below 

normal due to the impact of drought. The poor 

2015/2016 crop production means many vulnerable 

people are expected to continue experiencing acute 
food insecurity.   

Food price commodities remained stable due to the 

30 percent government subsidy on maize meal and 

beans. However, prices are 17-30 percent higher 

than the five year average. This reduces purchasing 

power of the poor and may constrain the ability of 
the most vulnerable households to access food.  

 

  

 

Credit: ©WFP/Tsitsi Matope 
Caption: A woman supported by the cash transfers, 
funded by ECHO/EU. She receives her month at one of 
the Standard Bank Lesotho branches in Mafteng district   
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In Numbers 

709,000 people affected by drought   

 

263,000 people targeted by WFP’s PRRO 

20,000 People assisted 
by WFP since March 
2016 

August 2016 

http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp284303.pdf
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Donors 

The Government of Lesotho, Japan, European Union, World 
Bank, GFDRR, ECHO, CERF, WFP Multilateral and private donors. 

 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

 Targeting is ongoing in five districts to select new 

people to assist beyond the 20,000 assisted between 
March and August 2016.    

 WFP has begun a dialogue with Standard Bank 

Lesotho to explore the possibility of using ATM cards 

to distribute cash to people in need of food 

assistance. The ATM cards would allow the individuals 

to withdraw cash at any given time, hence long lines 
would be avoided and security risks reduced. 

 On 01 September, the Country Office hosted a high 

level event to mark the launch of the Cost of Hunger 

(COHA) study. The preliminary results of the study 

show that Lesotho is losing USD 200 million annually 

due to undernutrition. 

 

 
 
Credit: ©WFP/Vincent Kiwanuka 
Caption: Field Monitor Assistance Rabolou Mafaesa explains to 

ECHO’s Disaster Risk Reduction and Food Assistance Advisor 
(middle) Ambroso Andrea, how people affected by drought 
have utilized a dam constructed by WFP. 
 

 

      Credit: ©WFP/Vincent Kiwanuka 
Caption: Programme Associate Nkopo Matsepe explains to 
Masekhou Qebe (63), a widow affected by the drought, how 
WFP assistance will benefit her.  

Country Background & Strategy 

 

More than half (57 percent) of the population lives on 

less than a dollar per day. Lesotho’s GDP is USD 2.2 

billion while its national gross income per capita is USD 

1,500 (World Bank). The Southern African Customs 

Union (SACU) revenue contributes a significant 

proportion to Lesotho’s national budget. The 

Government contributes seven percent of its national 

budget to safety nets such as school feeding, pension 

for the elderly, child grants and cash for work. 

The population’s high vulnerability is exacerbated 

recurring climatic hazards, including droughts, early 

frost and a low performing economy. As a result, 29 

percent of people below the age of 35 years are 

unemployed. The country is also characterized by an 

extremely high HIV prevalence rate (25 percent). As 

such. The country has to provide care for more than 

250,000 orphans, most of whom lost their parents to 

AIDS. The life expectancy at birth is 49 years. 

Agriculture, which contributes seven percent to the 

GDP, is a major source of livelihood for 80 percent of 

the population living in rural areas.  

WFP supports the Government’s efforts of building the 

resilience of communities frequently affected by 

climatic hazards, with the view to stimulating 

agricultural production.  

WFP has been present in Lesotho since 1965. 

Chronic malnutrition: 33% of 

children between 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

161 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Population: 2.1 million 


