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Situation Overview 

 An average of 46.78 mm of rainfall was received in the County for the month 
of October. Mpeketoni received 49 mm of rainfall for 2 days, Witu 60 mm for 2 
days, Hindi 48.4 mm for 2 days while Amu recorded 29.7 mm for 3 days. 
Compared to the 8 year long-term average of 111.06 mm, the average amount 
of rainfall received during the month of October was much lower than the long 
term mean. This was a sign of failure of the short rains.  

 The main sources of water within the county during the month of October 
were: - shallow wells accounting for 41.67%, followed by boreholes at 25%, 
Traditional River wells was third at 16.67%, Natural Rivers and Djabias were 
fourth and they accounted for 8.33% each. 

 Household watering distance decreased from 1.38 km in September to 1.13 

km during the month of review. This decrease in distance was attributed to a 

slight increase in the amount of rainfall from the previous month and the water 

rationing which was being done in the Pastoral and Mixed 

Food/Cash/Livestock Livelihood Zone areas of Witu.  

 Average grazing distance was 4.38 km, an increase from last month’s 

distance of 4.08km. This distance was greater than the year 2008-2013 long-

term average of 4.17 km. The increase in distance was attributed to 

pastoralists seeking fresh pastures for their herds further from their 

homesteads due to overgrazing of available grazing fields by immigrant herds 

of livestock from Tana- River and Ijara. 

 Generally, the body condition for cattle and goats was fair in the Mixed 

Farming Livelihood Zone, between fair and good in the Pastoral Livelihood 

Zone. The animal body condition has started to deteriorate due to the 

outbreak of Foot and Mouth Disease and the prolonged short rains dry spell. 

Things may grow from bad to worse should the short rains fail. 

 Average cattle price for a 2-3 year old bull was Kshs. 16,888.45 up from 

Kshs. 14,050 the previous month while that of goats increased from Kshs. 

2,831 recorded the previous month to an average of Kshs. 2,958.35 in 

October. This increase in livestock price could be attributed to the improved 

body condition of livestock across all the Livelihood Zones.   

 Average price of a 90 kg bag of maize was Kshs. 2,088 a drop from Kshs. 

2,187 the previous month. This decline in price was attributed to the recent 

harvests that have ensured that there’s adequate supply of maize in the 

market. The average price was above the year (2006-2013) long term-average 

of Kshs. 1,937.20. 

 The percentage of children in the County at risk of malnutrition was 2.40% 
down from last month’s figure of 3.07% .This was as a result of readily 
available milk for consumption by the children. Food was also easily available 
following the recent good harvests. 

CURRENT 
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 Milk production decreased slightly from 0.81litres per household in September 
to 0.78 litres in October. This was above the (2008-2013) long-term average of 
0.71 litres per household. This slight drop in milk production was as a result of 
herds having to seek pastures far away from their homesteads. 

 The main source of income was casual labour accounting for 40.53% of 
income sources, followed by petty trade at 26.33%, sales from crops came 
third at 11.83% while sale of livestock was fourth at 8.28%.The rest of the 
income sources were: - formal employment, remittances and sale of wood 
products accounting for 5.62%, 3.85% and 3.55% respectively. 

 With rainfall amount being too much lower than the long term average, an 
increase in grazing distance, a drop of cereal prices as a result of loss of 
external markets due to insecurity, outbreak of foot and mouth diseases in 
most parts of the county as a result of less rainfall, increased water shortage in 
Kiunga, Witu, Didewaride and Soroko due to less rainfall leading to water 
rationing. The drought warning stage in the county for the month of October 
was on alert with a worsening trend.  

 
Recommendations to KFSSG  

 Training of farmers on proper post-harvest management practices to avert 
destruction of the harvest from afflotoxins, rodents and weevils. 

Technical Working Group Recommendations 

 A massive vaccination campaign of over 50,000 heads of cattle in 
Didewaride, Moa, Chalaluma, Pangani, Mkunumbi, Koreni, Hindi, Faza 
and along migratory routes due outbreak of foot and mouth disease Tana 
Delta and Kipini in Tana River County. 

 Farmers should be supported and encouraged to prepare their land for 
short rains planting since some farms in most of the affected have still not 
been prepared till now. 

 Provision of certified seeds to farmers in areas where farms were invaded 
by wildlife to assist them in recovering their losses, especially in areas 
which were affected by the skirmishes, now that the short rains have 
started. 

 Rehabilitation and unearthing of Matana, Badaa, Kitamba and Mtungui 
water pans in Kiunga which are used by herders and farmers. 

 Resolution of looming conflict over the use of water pans by herders and 
farmers in Kiunga area. 

 Construction of an additional water pan which can be used for irrigation in 
Kiunga. 

 Peace campaigns to be conducted across the county so as to regain the 
confidence of investors and tourists .These campaigns will also enhance 
cohesion and promote peace amongst Lamu residents. 
 

Current Intervention Measures 
Non-Food Interventions 

 Water trucking from Mangai to Kiunga using water bowsers due to acute water 
shortage in Kiunga. 

 In Manda Island several goats were treated for CCPP. 
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Environmental indicators (Stability) 
1.1 Rainfall 
Amount of rainfall 
An average of 46.78 mm of rainfall was received in the County for the month of October. 
Mpeketoni received 49 mm of rainfall for 2 days, Witu 60 mm for 2 days, Hindi 48.4 mm 
for 2 days while Amu recorded 29.7 mm for 3 days. Compared to the 8 year long-term 
average of 111.06 mm, the average amount of rainfall received during the month of 
October was much lower than the long term average. This is a sign of failure of the 
short rains.  

 
n=4 
 
1.2 Condition of Natural Vegetation and Pasture 

 
Quality 

 The pasture and browse quality in the county has slightly deteriorated since the 
rainfall amounts have also reduced over the past one month. The situation is 
however expected to improve if the short rains perform well. 

 Quantity 

 The quantity of pasture has reduced due to less rainfall and overgrazing due to 
presence of immigrant livestock from Ijara and Tana –River County.  

Distance to Grazing Areas 
Average grazing distance was 4.38 km, an increase from last month’s distance of 4.08 
km. This distance is more than the year 2008-2013 long-term average of 4.17 km. The 
increase in distance was attributed to pastoralists preferring to seek fresh pastures for 
their herds farther from their homesteads .Pastoral Livelihood Zone had the highest 
distance of 12.5 Km, Mixed Food/Cash 2.5 Km, Mixed Cash/Food 2 Km and Fisheries 
Livelihood Zone had the lowest distance of 0.5 Km. 
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Lamu County Grazing distance distribution for year 2013 in Kilometers vs. 2008-
13 long term average 
 

 
 
 n=360      
 
Water Sources and Availability 
The main sources of water within the county during the month of September were 
shallow wells accounting for about 41.67%, followed by boreholes at 25%, Traditional 
River wells were third at 16.67% while Natural Rivers and Djabias were fourth and they 
accounted for 8.33% each. 

 
 
1.3 Water distances and Availability 
Household watering distances decreased from 1.38 km in September to 1.13 km during 
the month of review. This decrease in distance could be attributed to a slight increase in 
rainfall amount and water rationing which was conducted in Witu area. 
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Mixed Cash/Food had the highest distance of 2 km, followed by Pastoral Livelihood 
Zone with 1.2 km, whereas Mixed Food/Cash and Fisheries Livelihood Zone had 
distances of 0.8km and 0.5km respectively. 
 
 Lamu County average house hold water distance distribution for 2013 in 
kilometers vs. 2008-13 long term average. 

 
 
 
   Distance in km 
n=360                
 
1.4 Emerging Issues 
1.4.1 Insecurity/Conflict 
The security situation in the county has continued to improve as the security operations 
persist. However, two miraa vehicles were carjacked by suspected Al-Shabaab terror 
groups along Bargoni -Kiunga Route near Basuba on 10th of October.  
Markets have resumed normal operations and food commodities are accessible to most 
people although, the hours of operation have been reduced due to the curfew. 
1.4.2 Migration 
There were increased cases of migration within the county from the neighbouring Ijara 
and Tana-River County. Intra-migration cases also increased as herders sought fresher 
pastures. 
1.4.3 Human-wildlife conflict 
There were minimum cases of human-wildlife conflict since land preparation and 
planting is ongoing. 
1.5 Implications on Food Security 
The security situation has continued to improve as the curfew prevails. Markets for both 
cereals and livestock have become more accessible and trading is on-going despite 
limited time periods. The abandonment farms by farmers when the crop was about to be 
harvested left the farms unattended, leaving them exposed to wildlife and as a result 
crop destruction. This reduced the overall harvest obtained. Currently, some farms are 
still abandoned and some farmers have not prepared their farms for short rains harvest. 
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The curfew had a negative impact on fishermen who worked within limited period of 
time thus reducing their catch. This has affected food security negatively as fish is a 
major source of livelihood within the county.  
 
2. Rural indicators (Food Availability) 
2.1 Livestock Production 
2.1.1 Livestock Body Condition 
Generally, the body condition for cattle and goats was fair in the Mixed Farming 
Livelihood Zone areas, between fair and good in the Pastoral Livelihood Zone Farming 
areas. The animal body condition has remained relatively stable, although the situation 
is expected to deteriorate over the next one month if short rains fail. 
2.1.2 Livestock Diseases 
There reported cases of Foot and Mouth diseases in Didewaride, Hindi, Moa, 
Chalaluma, Pangani and Koreni, Mpeketoni. 
2.1.3 Milk Production 
Milk production decreased from 0.81 litres per household in September to 0.78 litres in 
October. This was above the (2008-2013) long-term average of 0.71 litres per 
household. This decrease in milk production could be as a result of herders having to 
drive their livestock farther from the homesteads in search of water and fresh pasture. 
The milk production distribution was as follows: Fisheries 0.35 litre/HH, Pastoral 2.28 
litre/HH, Mixed Cash/Food 0.49 litre/HH and for Mixed Food/Cash 0.50 litres/HH. 
 
Graph of milk production is shown in the figure below. 

 
2.1.4 Crop Production 
Crop harvesting and drying of grain is on-going in most areas across the county. The 
expected harvest should be above average. However, there have been cases of people 
abandoning their livelihoods to seek protection in the evening. This leaves their farms 
prone to invasion by wild animals leading to crop destruction. 
 
3. Access to Food 
3.1 Livestock Marketing 
3.1.1 Cattle Prices 
Average price was Kshs. 16,888.45 up from Kshs. 14,050 the previous month.  This rise 
could be attributed to improved animal condition as pastures remained in a relatively fair 
condition. The distribution of  prices across the Livelihood Zone were : Kshs 20,500 in 
Mixed Food/Cash  and Kshs 13,276.90 in Pastoral  livelihood zone  while no sales were 
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16,000 

12,015 

No sales from 
Ksh 15,000. No sales from 

Kshs 12,000. 

Ksh 13,276.9 up 
from Ksh 13,200 

recorded in the other Livelihood Zones in the month of October.  The 2006-2013 long-
term average prices of cattle was Kshs 9,203.30 which was below the current price for 
the month of October. 
 
Lamu County Cattle prices 2014 Vs Long term Average 2006-2013 
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Goat price distribution for the Month of October Vs. September 
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3.1.2 Goat Prices 
Goat prices increased from Kshs. 2,831 recorded the previous month to an average of 

Kshs 2,958.35 in the month of October. This was attributed mainly to improved animal 

body condition and resumption of markets to normal operation. Fishing and Mangrove 

Livelihood Zone recorded Kshs 4,560, Pastoral Kshs. 2,100, Mixed Cash/Food Kshs.  

2,966.70  and Mixed Food/Cash Kshs. 2,206.70. The average goat price for the last six 

months was Kshs. 2,721. The 2006-2013 long-term average for the month of October 

was Kshs. 1,859  which was lower than the current price for the month. 

Lamu County Goat prices 2014 Vs. Long term Average 2006-2013 
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Maize price distribution for the Month of October Vs September 
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Ksh  2,664 down from 
2,736 

 

Kshs 1,800 unchanged 
. 

Ksh 1,800 down 
from Ksh 2,025 

3.1.3 Maize 
Average price of a 90 kg bag of maize was Kshs. 2,088 down from Kshs. 2,187 the 
previous month. This was attributed to the recent harvests and the prevailing insecurity 
which led to loss of external markets. Mixed Farming Cash/Food livelihood zone 
recorded a price of Kshs. 1,800 down from Kshs. 2,025 the previous month, while Mixed 
Farming Food /Cash recorded a price of Kshs. 2,664 down from Kshs. 2,736, 
Pastoralists recorded Kshs. 1,800  which was the same price as  the previous month. 
There were no sales recorded in the Fisheries Livelihood Zone. This price was 33.75% 
higher than the current price.  The average price was above the year (2006-2013) long 
term-average price of Ksh 1,937.  
 
Lamu County Maize prices 2014 Vs Long term Average 2006-2013 
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3.1.4 Beans 
A 90 kg bag of beans retailed at an average of Ksh 7,949.70 during the month of 
October down from Kshs. 8,399.00 in the previous month.  The price was Kshs. 
8,550.00 in Pastoral Livelihood Zone,Kshs. 7,650.00 in Mixed Cash/Food Livelihood 
and Kshs. 7,650.00 in Mixed Food /Cash Livelihood Zone. No beans sales were 
recorded in Fisheries Livelihood Zone. The year (2006-2013) long-term average price of 
beans is Kshs. 6,700.00 which was below the current price. 
 
Lamu County Beans 2014 Vs Long Term Average 2006-2013 

 
 
 
3.1.5 Other Crops 
Average price of posho for the month of September across the county was Ksh 38/Kg  
down from Ksh 52.00 while that of sifted maize meal was  Kshs. 69.00. 
3.1.6 Cow Peas 
The average market price of cowpeas was Kshs. 65.00 within the county down from 
Kshs. 85.00 per kg the previous month. 
3.1.7 Green Grams 
 The average price/kg for green grams was Kshs. 60.00 down from Kshs. 89.00 the 
previous month. 
3.1.8 Rice 
 Rice retailed at an average price of Kshs. 85.75/kg during the month of October down 
from Kshs. 89.50/kg the previous month. 
 
4.0 Income 
The main source of income was casual labour accounting for 40.53% of income 
sources, followed by petty trade at 26.33%. Sales from crops came third at 11.83% 
while sale of livestock was fourth at 8.28%.The rest of the income sources were; formal 
employment, remittances and sale of wood products accounting for 5.62%, 3.85% and 
3.55% respectively. 
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Income percentages for the month of October are shown in the chart below. 
 
Chart of House Hold Income Distribution  
 

 
 
 
4.1 Implication on Food Security 
The month under review saw the house hold income from sale of crops increase slightly 
from 11.80%the previous month to 11.83% in the month of October. The food security 
improved due to increase in food stocks and is expected to improve since farmers are 
still having stocks from the recent harvests. 
 
5.0 Utilization 
5.1 Nutritional Status. 

 The percentage of children in the County with mid upper arm circumference 
levels of less than 135 mm was 2.4%  down from last month’s figure of  3.07%. 
This is a result of readily available food following the recent harvests. Milk was 
also available for consumption despite the slight decrease in production. This 
figure was lower than the year 2006-13 long term average of 4.74 %. 

 The Pastoral livelihood zone recorded 4.2% down from 3.3% reported the 
previous month. Fisheries Livelihood Zone recorded 1.3% ,a decline from 
3.7%,Mixed Farming Food/Cash Livelihood Zone had 1.7% down from 2.2%  
recorded the previous month  ,while ,there were no children of Muac less than 
135mm recorded in Mixed Farming Cash/Food Livelihood Zone . 
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Graph of MUAC<135 mm % Year 2014 Vs 2006-2013 Long Term Average 
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Coping strategies index distribution for the Month of October Vs.  
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5.2 Coping Strategy Index 
The average coping strategy Index was 1.38 for the month of October down from 1.6 
recorded last month. This was higher than the year 2008-2013 long-term average of 
1.27. Fisheries had 2.8, Pastoralists Livelihood Zone had 0.6, Mixed Cash/Food 
Livelihood Zone had 1.3 while Mixed Food/Cash Livelihood zone had a copying strategy 
index of 0.8. 
 

         
n=360 
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5.3 Drought Phase 

 With rainfall amount being too much lower than the long term average, an 
increase in grazing distance, a drop of cereal prices as a result of loss of 
external markets due to insecurity, outbreak of foot and mouth diseases in 
most parts of the county as a result of less rainfall, increased water shortage in 
Kiunga, Witu, Didewaride and Soroko due to less rainfall leading to water 
rationing. The drought warning stage in the county for the month of October 
was on alert with a worsening trend.  

 


