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(Jan 2012 – Dec 2016) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

5Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

99.2 m 
69 m  
(70%) 

N/A 

*August – December 2016 

WFP’s long-term goal in Lao PDR is to enhance food 

security and nutrition in the most vulnerable 

communities by implementing sustainable 

programmes. 

The Country Programme (CP) is in line with the 

Government’s 8th National Socio-Economic 

Development Plan, and various sectorial strategies 

and plans, as well as with the United Nations 

Development Assistance Framework, 2012-2016.   

In addition to building national capacity, WFP 

supported activities address the three elements of 

food security by: i) increasing food availability, ii) 

improving households’ access to food and iii) 

advocating for adequate food utilisation. To achieve 

this, WFP uses a lifecycle approach.  

The Mother and Child Health and Nutrition (MCHN) 

programme provides pregnant women and nursing 

mothers and children between 6-23 months of age 

with nutritional support through supplementary foods 

and food rations. The programme ensures nutritional 

balance to prevent chronic malnutrition.   

For pre-primary and primary school children, the 

school meals programme provides a nutritious snack 

or lunch to 140,000 children in 1,500 schools across 

seven provinces. In line with the Government’s School 

Lunch Policy (2014), WFP supports the transition from 

snack to lunch.  

 

 

The school meals programme includes setting up 

school gardens as part of the Government’s priority 

for home grown school feeding. WFP is working on a 

strategy for the hand-over of the programme to the 

Government. 

Through Food Assistance for Assets, WFP supports 

communities to build assets for the community, such 

as roads or irrigation systems. These activities aim at 

encouraging self-sufficiency and improving long-term 

food security in vulnerable communities.  

Located in a geographical area prone to natural 

disasters, Lao PDR is affected by recurring floods, 

excessive rain or persistent droughts leading to food 

insecurity. The Emergency Preparedness and 

Response programme aims at improving resilience to 

natural disasters among the Government and the 

communities through capacity building activities. In 

the event of an emergency, WFP maintains an 

emergency stock of canned fish to feed 35,000 

people. 

 

Highlights 

 The country office is establishing call centres for 

the collection of distribution data, as part of the 

new Monitoring and Evaluation strategy.  

 

 WFP is discussing a new partnership with the Lao 

Statistics Bureau for the establishment of a 

national food security monitoring system. 

 

 WFP and the Ministry of Education and Sports have 

initiated discussions on a hand-over strategy of the 

school meals programme by 2022.    

 

Credit: ©WFP/ Rocío Rebollo Pérez 
Caption: Pre-primary school teacher in a remote school 
in northern Laos, where WFP’s school meals programme 
supports Lao children get a better future.  
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In Numbers 

19,944  
 

57% 43% 
People Assisted 
July 2016 
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Donors 

USA, Australia, Japan, Luxembourg, Private Donors.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

 The Consolidated Livelihoods Exercise for Analysing 

Resilience (CLEAR) report, prepared by the Ministry 

of Natural Resources and Environment’s Department 

for Disaster Management and Climate Change and 

WFP, with funding from the Government of Sweden, 

has been finalised. An official launching event will 

shortly be taking place in Vientiane, with 

participation from the Government and development 
partners. 

 In July, the country office has started to implement 

a revised Monitoring and Evaluation Strategy, which 

includes the establishment of call centres in each of 

the three field offices for the compilation of Monthly 

Distribution Reports. This new approach will allow 

WFP to receive timely and accurate data on the 

implementation of its programmes. Monitoring 

Assistants country-wide have been trained on the 

new approach, including community mobilisation 
techniques.  

Challenges 

 Heavy rains and poor infrastructure in rural areas 

are limiting the areas that WFP monitoring assistants 

are able to reach during the rainy season.  

Partnerships 

The School Meals Technical Working Group, led by the 

Ministry of Education and Sports, and co-chaired by WFP 

and Catholic Relief Services, held its second bi-annual 

meeting on 26 July. During the meeting, it was agreed 

to take forward the formulation of an exit strategy for 

the school meals programme, noting that substantial 

investments will need to be made to prepare the 

communities to take over the implementation in the 

upcoming years. WFP is preparing to hand over the 

school meals programme to the Government and the 
communities by 2022.  

WFP has initiated discussions with the Lao Statistics 

Bureau to formalise a partnership for the establishment 

and management of a food security monitoring system, 

as part of the National Statistical System. A workshop to 

identify common food security indicators and define next 

steps is expected to be held in the upcoming weeks.  
 

 

 
 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

The Lao People’s Democratic Republic (Lao PDR) is one 

of the world’s least developed countries. It is a low 

income and food deficit country. It has one of the lowest 

population densities in Asia at 29 people per km2 with a 

third of all villages inaccessible by road during the May 

to September rainy season, and a further 9 percent with 

no road access at all (Lao Agricultural Census Office 

2012). Up to 28 percent of the population lives below 

the national poverty line (USD 1.25/day) with a GDP per 

capita of USD 1,600 (World Bank 2015).  

Lao PDR has achieved MDG1.C by having halved the 

poverty rate in the period 1990-2015. However, 27 

percent of children are still underweight, and 44 percent 

are stunted. Up to 55 percent of children from ethnic 

minorities are stunted. The 2015 Global Hunger Index 

(GHI) rates hunger levels in Lao PDR as ‘serious’ with a 

28.5 GHI Score (in a scale from 0 to 100, being 0 the 

best score or ‘no hunger’).  

While Lao PDR has experienced a positive development 

over the past decade (going down 8.4 points in the 

GHI), undernutrition, wasting and stunting rates remain 

amongst the highest in the region. WFP supports 40 out 

of the 49 officially recognized ethnic groups (World Bank 

2014).  

WFP has been present in the country since 1976. 

 

Contact info: Rocío Rebollo Pérez (rocio.rebollo@wfp.org) 

Country Director: Sarah Gordon-Gibson 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/lao  

 

Chronic malnutrition: 44% of 

children between 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

141 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Population: 6.8 million 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/lao

