
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 One month after the earthquake, 

humanitarian needs persist in 

most of the affected areas, 

particularly in vulnerable rural 

communities. 

 

 United Nations launched an 

appeal for US$ 72.8 million to 

assist 350,000 people affected 

for the next three months. 

 
 The assessment prepared by the 

UNDAC team in Paraguay 

highlights new humanitarian 

needs after major floods in the 

country. 

 
 As part of the preparations for the 

World Humanitarian Summit 

(WHS) held on 23-24 May 2016 

in Istanbul, Turkey, the WHS 

Dialogue: Regional Priorities for 

the Summit took place in 

Panama. 

 

 

 

PEOPLE AFFECTED  
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Drought 2.887,065 

Epidemics (dengue) 1.114,644 

Earthquake 720,000 

Epidemics (Zika) 299,875 

Floods 174,314 

Others 246,188 

Total 5,442,086 

 
Source: Compiled from reports issued by 
national authorities from emergency 
situations monitored by OCHA ROLAC. 
 
 
 
Note: The figures are taken from official reports. However, 
this does not imply they have been officially approved by 
the countries as the final figures. The figures are solely for 
reference. Please contact the national authorities if you 
require further information. 

 

Needs of Ecuador after the earthquake 
One month after an earthquake of a magnitude of 7.8 on the Richter scale devastated the 
central and coastal provinces of Ecuador, hundreds of thousands of people remain affected. 
As of 16 April, the earthquake and its aftershocks have caused 661 deaths, 6,274 injured, 
240,000 affected people, 18,663 buildings destroyed, 35 damaged health centers, and 600 
affected schools. Furthermore, roads and infrastructure present significant damages.  
 
The Government of Ecuador and local response teams have provided support to earthquake-
affected families, assisting them with food, water, temporary shelter, emergency medical care, 
and other needs. In addition, regional and international aid agencies have been working 
together to strengthen national humanitarian operations, offering technical expertise, supplies, 
logistics and equipment. 
 
More than a month later, aftershocks continue. On 18 
May, two aftershocks shook the country resulting in 
evacuations of buildings and widespread fear in 
people. The magnitude of the aftershocks was 6.8 and 
6.9 with the epicenter in Esmeraldas Province. In spite 
of that, communities struggle to return to their normal 
daily lives. 
 
The President of Ecuador indicated that reconstruction 
efforts “will take months, even years, and cost 
hundreds, probably billions of dollars.” Initial estimates 
indicate the need for US$ 3 billion, but the National 
Institute of Statistics and Census is expected to present 
a more accurate report of damages by sector next June 4th. 
 
The international community should continue to support the Government and the people of 
Ecuador. The coverage of the international appeal launched on 22 April is only covering 15% 
of the needs of the earthquake-affected population. OCHA urges donors to contribute to the 
Appeal to enable humanitarian partners to meet unmet needs. 
 
The World Humanitarian Summit, seeks to strengthen collective action to better prepare for 
and respond to disasters such as this. 
 

You can find more information on the latest OCHA Situation Report: http://bit.ly/1TJphar  

 

“The strong spirit of 
resilience I saw during my 

visit to the affected region, will 
certainly be of much help to 
recover from this situation," 

said Stephen O'Brien, 

United Nations Emergency 
Relief Coordinator. 
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Earthquake Response: interview with 
Dario Álvarez, UNDAC Team Leader 

 

Dario Alvarez was Team Leader for the United Nations Disaster Assessment and Coordination 
Team (UNDAC)1 for the earthquake in Ecuador in April 2016. Just 24 hours after the shock, Mr. 
Alvarez was mobilized to coordinate a team that would be facing one of the major disasters in the 
country in recent years. Mr. Alvarez presents his impressions and explain details about the 
operation. 
 
In your opinion, how was the response 
to the earthquake from the 16th of April? 

During the first phase of the response, it 
is clear that search and rescue was a 
priority and mostly carried out by the 
local organizations, the civil society and 
the local community under the guidance 
of the local authorities. During the 
second phase, assistance needs to 
reach affected families and the operation 
focus is on ensuring temporary shelter, 
potable water, food, medical assistance, 
and protection especially for those who 
live in rural areas where assistance takes 
longer to reach. 
 
How was the international humanitarian community's response to this emergency? 

The United Nations, the Red Cross movement and other international organisms have been 
coordinating response, providing emergency supplies, search and rescue teams and technical 
expertise to assist national authorities. Food and non-food items, water, medicine, and material for 
temporary shelter were rapidly mobilized from national and regional warehouses to the affected 
areas. And the intense work continues to identify priority needs and to recover basic livelihoods. 
 
What worked well and what could be 
improved when the humanitarian 
community responds to disasters like 
this? 
The solidarity of the Ecuadorian population 
and rapid support from other countries the 
region to this earthquake have been 
impressive.  
Nevertheless, the variety of standards from 
the different organizations on the ground 
needs to be improved. One of the main points 
of concern is financing. Only 15% of the 
US$73 million requested on the international 
appeal has been financed. To continue the 
operation financing is needed until long term 
and sustainable solutions are in place. OCHA 
will continue to advocate for increased 
funding for humanitarian action. 
 
For more information visit: www.redhum.org 

                                                      
 
1 Visit http://www.unocha.org/what-we-do/coordination-tools/undac/overview to know more about UNDAC. 
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“The earthquake 
exacerbated 

existing inequality 
and vulnerability”, 

said Dario Álvarez, Team 
leader from the UN 
Coordination Team 

(UNDAC) supporting the 
coordination efforts in 

response to the 
earthquake.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Humanitarian 
Assistance is still 

important to reduce the 

needs of the population 
at short term, while the 

Government puts in place 
an integrated 

recovery plan”, 
concluded Mr. Álvarez on 

his interview to OCHA. 
 

http://www.redhum.org/
http://www.unocha.org/what-we-do/coordination-tools/undac/overview
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While humanitarian needs persist in most of the affected areas, coverage of the Flash Appeal 
launched on 22 April for US$ 72.8 million is 15% (as at 15 May 2016). 

This appeal aims to assist 350,000 people for three months in the areas of food security, shelter 
and non-food items, water, sanitation and hygiene, early recovery, education, health, coordination 
and management of temporary shelters, protection, logistics and coordination. 

Most of the funding received comes from the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF granted 
US$7.5 million). Financial support has been received from Canada, the European Commission, 
United States, Italy, Spain, Switzerland and private funds. 

OCHA urges donors to be generous in their contributions to respond to the immediate humanitarian 
needs of people affected. 

 

 

 
All humanitarian actors are recommended to inform OCHA’s Financial Tracking Services (FTS - 
http://fts.unocha.org) of cash and in-kind contributions by email to: fts@un.org  

 

 

For more information about the Flash Appeal you can contact: ocha-rolac@un.org  

 

 
Flash Appeal: Ecuador earthquake 

 

Despite the 
implemented measures 

to raise funds, only 
15% has been 

funded of the appeal 

of US$ 72.8 million. 
 
 
 

OCHA urges donors 
to be generous in 

their contributions. 

http://fts.unocha.org/
mailto:fts@un.org
mailto:ocha-rolac@un.org
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Ecuador: Life after the quake  

There is hectic activity in the shelter for displaced people in the Pedernales Technical 
School, located in the Province of Manabí.  Some children are trying on donated shoes 
while others have fun playing with counselors from the Ministry of Economic and Social 
Inclusion.  Women are cooking in the communal kitchen as children get ready for the 
talent show organized for that evening. 

 
“We want to show people that 
we are recovering from the 
crisis,” says Gustavo Carrillo, a 
representative of the 
Government’s Ministry of 
Interior.  
 
Today is his first day at work 
heading the shelter. “Tonight, 
children and teenagers will 
sing, recite poetry and act. All 
of them will show their talents 
on stage for what should be a 
great night,” he adds. 
  
The 167 inhabitants of this 
shelter, more than half of 
whom are children, not only 
have planned the talent show 
but, over the last few weeks, have also elected leaders to organize voluntary work ranging from 
cooking and cleaning to safety and childcare.   
  
The aroma of meat and spices infuses the building. Six volunteer chefs fry a special pork dish, 
a local meal. One of the cooks, Liliana, lives in the shelter while her husband and five children 
continue to sleep in what is left of their house.  
 
“I am here because I have diabetes and a heart condition,” she explains. “My family prefers I 
stay here in case there is another earthquake.” She says her family, like many others, is waiting 
for a demolition order for her house. 
  
During the earthquake, she explains, two of her children were home alone and saw a building 
collapsing, killing a woman. Not surprisingly, she says, her children, like thousands of others 
in the area, have been traumatized by what they witnessed. 
  
Most men living in the shelter go to work in the morning and return in the afternoon. During 
their spare time, they work to build showers and improve sanitation conditions in and around 
the shelter. Government and international cooperation organizations such as UNICEF, 
UNHCR, Médecins Sans Frontièrs (MSF) and WFP support the shelter. Reconstruction efforts 
continue late into the night. All agree that much more help is needed. 
  
 

For more information visit: www.redhum.org 

 

 

                                                                                                    © UNDAC 

People at this shelter, a 
total of 167 of whom 90 

are children, are not only 
organizing entertainment 
events and activities for 
the little ones, the first 

thing they did was rename 

the place now called 
Buena Esperanza 

(Good Hope). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Several governmental and 
international cooperation 

organizations such as 
UNICEF, UNHCR, WFP 

and Médecins Sans 
Frontiérs are bringing 

assistance to the people 

sheltered but the needs 
are daily. 

http://www.redhum.org/
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Thousands of people still affected by 
floods in Paraguay 

According to data from the National Emergency Secretariat (SEN in Spanish), in December 
2015, the rising level of water in the Paraguay River precipitated the evacuation of more than 
130,000 people from their homes, of which 90,000 resided in the capital city, Asuncion. The 
Paraguayan government declared a state of emergency in the seven most affected 
departments (Concepción, San Pedro, Misiones, Central, Ñeembucú, Amambay and 
Presidente Hayes), and released emergency response funds of US$ 3.5 million.  

During the second week of April 
2016, when the United Nations 
Assessment and Coordination 
Disaster (UNDAC) mission 
started, an estimated 100,000 
people were living in 134 
temporary shelters and 440 
tents. Of these, 63,320 were 
located in 125 shelters 
throughout the capital, Asuncion. 

Despite the efforts by the 
Government of Paraguay to 
assist the most affected 
population, the UNDAC damage 
and needs assessment revealed 
the humanitarian consequences 
of the floods: 

 

 Displaced people are temporarily housed in shelters classified in different categories, 
ranging from organized camps to makeshift settlements. The situation in some shelters is 
critical, with overcrowding and lack of protection. 

 The limited access to safe water supplies and the lack of adequate sanitation services are 
two of the most serious problems in the urban context. Hygiene promotion and safe storage 
and handling of water are essential. 

 In urban areas, many of the families who live in shelters are involved in recycling activities, 
which includes garbage collection. However, temporary storage of solid waste near shelters 
endangers health in the area. A better solution would be to promote safer and cleaner 
livelihood opportunities for the affected population.  

 In rural areas, the floods caused serious damages in crops and livestock. It is important to 
prioritize food distribution, given the lack of access to markets. 

 It is estimated that, in the worse scenario, more than 200,000 additional persons could be 
affected by floods.  

 Furthermore, the epidemiological alert of dengue, chikungunya and Zika throughout the 
country warrants increased health monitoring and surveillance. 

 

For more information visit:  www.redhum.org 

© UNDAC 

Gaps in humanitarian 
assistance are 

concentrated in the 

following sectors: food 
security, health, 

shelter, water and 
sanitation, education, 

protection and 
recovery of 

livelihoods. In the 

Interior of the country, 

access to humanitarian 

assistance is still limited by 
road infrastructure 

damages. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

According predictions for 
the second quarter (March-

May 2016), above 
average rainfall is 

expected, especially in 

the eastern region of the 

country. This could 
result in a new 

emergency as the levels 

of the Paraná and 
Paraguay Rivers are still 
above the critical flooding 

height. 
 

http://www.redhum.org/
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The countries of the Northern Triangle of Central America (Guatemala, El Salvador and 
Honduras) are facing a humanitarian crisis caused by the continued violence 
perpetrated by organized criminal groups. Murders, injuries, rapes, abductions, 
disappearances, extortion, forced recruitment and displacement are some of the results 
of this crisis (Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre IDMC, 2016). The homicide rate in 
these countries are among the highest in the world. 

OCHA has been working with the 
Conflict Prevention and Peace 
Forum (CPPF) of the Social 
Science Research Council2 to 
study the humanitarian 
consequences of violence in the 
Northern Triangle of Central 
America and Mexico.  

Findings of the study were 
presented in a workshop on 20 
April in Panama.  

The workshop objectives were to 
strengthen regional partnerships 
for common understanding and 
coordinate actions to improve 
protection and assistance to 
victims of violence. 

Participants of the workshop 
agreed on the following priorities: 

 Better data, evidence, and shared analysis regarding the humanitarian impact of violence. 

 Establish relevant mechanisms to strengthen coordination among humanitarian actors, 
both at national and regional levels. 

 Link the humanitarian and development agendas given the structural causes of violence 
and identify longer-term solutions. In particular, development actors have a role in 
promoting economic and social development, institutional strengthening, and violence 
reduction. 

 Strengthen humanitarian access, which is understood as the need to promote respect of 
the humanitarian imperative and neutrality when entering violence-affected areas to 
provide humanitarian aid. Even though humanitarian access in these areas is not 
considered as one of the main constraints for humanitarian actions, it is considered a 
challenge.  

 Finally, greater advocacy about the consequences and humanitarian needs generated by 
non- conventional violence is needed to foster immediate humanitarian action.  

 

For more information visit: www.redhum.org 

                                                      
 
2 More information at: http://www.ssrc.org/programs/view/cppf/  

  
Humanitarian Consequences of 
Violence  

 

In the picture, children in a displaced community in Guatemala. © 
IDMC 

 
 

The humanitarian 
consequences of 

violence in the Northern 
Triangle of Central 

America are similar to 

those of armed 
conflicts, according to 

the Conflict Prevention 
and Peace Forum (CPPF). 

 
 
 
 
 

Violence has indirect 
consequences, such 

as reduced economic and 
employment opportunities, 

as well as direct 
consequences, such 

as the massive 
displacement of 

populations who seek to 
escape from it. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.internal-displacement.org/
http://www.redhum.org/
http://www.ssrc.org/programs/view/cppf/
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The first World Humanitarian Summit: a call 
for action 

As part of the preparations for the World Humanitarian Summit (WHS), the WHS 
Dialogue: Regional Priorities for the Summit took place in Panama last 19 April. This 
event was organized by the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian affairs (OCHA) 
jointly with the International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, 
with the support of the Government of the Republic of Panama. 

The discussion provided humanitarian partners as well as representatives of Member States and other 
actors in Latin America and the Caribbean, the opportunity of an in-depth examination of the most relevant 
core commitments of the WHS in the region. Commitments   are expected to be promoted in different 
participation spaces planned for the Summit. Based on the discussions, the following key messages and 
actions were identified. Similarly, commitments that will be presented by various actors during the WHS 
in Turkey were also identified. 

More information on the World Humanitarian Summit at: www.worldhumanitariansummit.org  

You can also participate actively in the campaign “Impossible Choices”: impossiblechoices.org  

 

Participants called for new policies that take into account the causes of displacement and are oriented towards 
preventing displacement, and called for  stronger commitment to respond to forced displacement. 

 

The need to continue promoting integration between Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) and development was 
stressed during the Dialogue. 

 

The group validated the five basic commitments promoted in the United Nations Secretary-General's Agenda for 

Humanity, and highlighted commitments related to sexual and reproductive health, protection, gender-based 

violence, women empowerment and funding of gender equality programs. 

 

Evolving from delivering humanitarian assistance to meeting needs requires funding focused on long-term 

programmes and not only on emergency response. 

For more information, please contact: 

Wendy Cue, Head of Regional Office, cue@un.org  Tel: (+507) 317 1748 

Rogerio Mobilia, Head of Information Unit, silvar@un.org Tel (+507) 317 1749 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at: www.redhum.org    www.unocha.org/rolac     www.reliefweb.int 

www.redhum.org   

“The World Humanitarian 
Summit is a call to action 

for heads of state, 
leaders of 

humanitarian 
organizations and 
the private sector," 
said Stephen O'Brien, 

United Nations 
Emergency Relief 

Coordinator. 

http://www.worldhumanitariansummit.org/
mailto:alvarez6@un.org
mailto:silvar@un.org
http://www.redhum.org/
http://www.unocha.org/rolac
http://www.reliefweb.int/
http://www.redhum.org/

