
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 Three months after the 7.8 

magnitude earthquake that 

devastated the central and 

coastal provinces of Ecuador, 

30,000 people remain in shelters. 

 
 UNHCR and OCHA are 

coordinating Protection Working 

Groups focused on the 

humanitarian impacts of violence 

in Northern Triangle countries. 

 
 The World Humanitarian Summit 

(Istanbul, Turkey, 23-24 May) 

was a pivotal moment for the 

global humanitarian agenda. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PEOPLE AFFECTED  

JAN U A RY - J U NE  2 0 1 6  

Drought 3,126,935 

Epidemics (dengue) 1,712,369 

Epidemics (Zika) 1,500,000 

Cold Wave 331,851 

Floods 236,501 

Others 392,725 

Total 7,300,381 

 
Source: Compiled from reports issued by 
national authorities from emergency 
situations monitored by OCHA ROLAC. 
 
 
 
Note: The figures are taken from official reports. However, 
this does not imply they have been officially approved by 
the countries as the final figures. The figures are solely for 
reference. Please contact the national authorities if you 
require further information. 

 

  

7.3 million people affected by disasters in 2016 
The El Niño1  phenomenon is weakening, but its effects are still strongly felt on the lives of millions 
of people affected by drought, floods and extreme cold. Over the coming months, special attention  
will be placed on the probable occurrence of La Niña and increasing temperatures in the Caribbean. 
In countries like Brazil, El Niño has created conditions for the proliferation of the Aedes Aegypti 
mosquito, which transmits dengue, Chikungunya and the Zika virus. Now the arrival of La Niña is 
expected with a forecast of intense rains and flooding, which could worsen the situation. 
 
Almost 50 percent of those affected in the first six months of 2016 is due to drought, mainly affecting 
Central American countries. In addition to Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador, an extensive dry 
season is reported in Bolivia where the number of those affected by drought has increased 8 times, 
compared to the previous period (March-April). Moreover, the country is affected by extreme cold 
and floods. 
 
From January to June 2016, 1.7 million dengue cases were reported and another 1.5 million people 
were affected by Zika. Other crises include the earthquake in Ecuador, displacement and migration 
and violence. 

People affected by type of disasters 
May - June 2016 compared with 2015 

 
 

                                                      
 
1 World Meteorological Organization (WMO). 
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Humanitarian needs three months after the 
Ecuador earthquake 

Regions in the province of Manabi and the southern part of the province of Esmeraldas were 
most affected by the 16 April earthquake in Ecuador - in number of deaths and people who 
lost their homes as well as damage to houses and infrastructure. Three months later, 9,000 
people are living in 28 official shelters and more than 80,000 persons are displaced. 

Immediate actions by the national and 
international humanitarian community 
supported the Government's quick 
response in: search and rescue, 
rehabilitation of basic services, response 
coordination, providing food and 
shelters, protecting the affected 
population and covering the special 
needs of priority groups. 

Close to 50 organizations supported 
Ecuador during the first month of the 
emergency - many of which already had 
basic cooperation agreements with the 
country. Currently, 41 organizations 
have implemented or planned actions, 
many in coordination with the 
Humanitarian Country Team. 
Interventions are mainly focused in the sectors of Protection; Health and Nutrition; Education; Water, 
Sanitation and Hygiene; Housing; Camp Coordination and Management; Food Security; and Early 
Recovery and Livelihoods. 

The Government has started the reconstruction phase and is reactivating productive activities, with an 
investment of US$3.3 billion. More than 120,000 people have registered in the National Register of 
Victims (RUD for its acronym in Spanish) to access Government food assistance and housing programs. 
Official data from the Post Disaster Needs Assessment (PDNA) reports that 14,000 households in urban 
areas and 15,000 in rural areas have been affected. 

The transition is designed to ensure that the transfer of knowledge, tools and experiences to national and 
local partners is carried-out in a manner that will enable continued cooperation and limit gaps in 
coordination and/or humanitarian assistance. 

Diego Zorrilla, the Humanitarian Coordinator 
in Ecuador, during his presentation to Member 
States at the UN in Geneva Switzerland  
stressed that "the international response in 
Ecuador is a good example of how traditional 
humanitarian aid must adapt to different 
contexts, particularly in middle-income 
countries where the international community 
is not the main assistance provider but rather 
a key partner in advising, advocating and 
working with the State in the different 
response phases (...) ensuring that aid 
reaches everyone and that minimum human 
rights standards are met ". 

 

For more information on the latest OCHA Situation Report: http://bit.ly/29qvRYC  

For more information write to: ocha-rolac@un.org  

 

The province of Esmeraldas was one of the most affected by the 
earthquake. © OCHA 

 

The Humanitarian Coordinator in Ecuador, Diego Zorrilla, 
talks to an affected woman in Esmeraldas. © OCHA 

The Humanitarian 
Country Team together 
with the Government of 
Ecuador appealed for 

US$ 72.7 million, of 

which $15.7 million 

have been received so 
far. An additional $11.2 

million has been 
provided in humanitarian 
assistance outside the 

appeal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Humanitarian 
activities are still 

necessary during the 

recovery phase, 
particularly in 

spontaneous camps and 
in the peri-urban and 

rural areas where 
assistance is sporadic. 

 

 

http://bit.ly/29qvRYC
mailto:ocha-rolac@un.org
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Cash Transfers in Response to the Ecuador 
Earthquake 

In response to the 16 April earthquake in Ecuador, Cash Cap expert Maria Jimena Peroni works 
with humanitarian organizations, particularly OCHA, in coordinating monetary transfers. Cash Cap 
is a roster of experts in markets and cash transfers funded by ECHO and DFID and managed by 
the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) through its department of experts' deployment (NORCAP)2. 
We talked to Maria Jimena Peroni (whose work in Ecuador is sponsored by Action Against Hunger) 
on this initiative. 

 
What is your role in the response to the 
earthquake in Ecuador? 
My role as Cash Cap has been to deploy, lead and 
consolidate a coordination group among UN 
agencies and international NGOs that serves as a 
platform for articulating work, advocating, conducting 
analysis and learning about programming cash 
transfers as a tool for humanitarian assistance. 
 
How have cash transfer initiatives been 
implemented in this emergency? 
The Government of Ecuador is leading the response 
and has created a number of bonds and economic 
incentives "to protect the family unit and strengthen 
the homes of people affected by the earthquake" and 
to support the reconstruction of houses that were 
affected. 
At the same time, and in a complementary manner, 
humanitarian organizations are providing cash and 
coupons. WFP uses payment mechanisms from the 
Ecuadorian social protection system to provide 
affected populations with food vouchers. The 
Ecuadorian Red Cross activated its regional 
electronic payment system (Prepaid VISA card) to 
distribute unconditional cash transfers. UNDP 
promotes cash for work for debris management and reconstruction of community infrastructure. 
NGOs also use coupons to support the construction of temporary housing facilities and the purchase 
of goods and services to enable people to meet their basic needs. 
 
What are the biggest challenges for implementing this system and how should these 
challenges be faced? 
The biggest challenges have been to ensure sufficient funds to guarantee large-scale distributions, 
a beneficiary register, and clear interlocutor to understand how, when and where government 
assistance will be prioritized, and ensuring sufficient capacity and mechanism to provide multi-
sectoral response. 
In order for Cash Transfer in humanitarian response efforts to be more efficient and effectively 
implemented at large scale, it needs to be incorporated into regional preparedness plans both within 
Governments and humanitarian partners.  
 
 
Links of interest:   www.humanitarianresponse.info/es/operations/ecuador/cash-working-group   

www.cashlearning.org   y  www.norcapweb.no  y http://bit.ly/29XnqEH  
 
For more information contact Maria Jimena Peroni (Cash Cap Expert): mjperoni@achesp.org   

                                                      
 
2 The roster has a Steering Committee compiling the Food Security Global Cluster, UNHCR, WFP, OCHA, World Vision, ACF, 

DFID, ECHO and CaLP in its role as technical reference. 

 
                                            © Plan Internacional 

The Government of 
Ecuador leads the 

response and has 
activated a series of 

bonuses and 
economic incentives 

"to protect the families 
and strengthen the 

economy of the people 
affected by the 
earthquake." 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

"The proper use of cash 

transfers requires great 
coordination between 

different institutions and 
sectors," says Maria 

Jimena Peroni. 
 

http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/es/operations/ecuador/cash-working-group
http://www.cashlearning.org/
http://www.norcapweb.no/
http://bit.ly/29XnqEH
mailto:mjperoni@achesp.org
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Coordinated Assessment and Information 
Management (CAIM) Workshop in Guatemala 

Responding to an emergency that has just impacted a populated place is not an easy 
task. The scenario is usually very chaotic, with an intense mix of feelings and emotions 
from those who are affected and those who come to work intensively to save lives and 
to provide assistance. 

Hours after hours, many people put their 
efforts together to help others during the 
various phases of an emergency response. 
The existing model of the international 
humanitarian architecture has tried to 
streamline phases around a Humanitarian 
Program Cycle, introducing and promoting 
best practices with the humanitarian 
stakeholders to make humanitarian action 
more predictable and more efficient.  

One of the phases is the assessment of the 
impact: “The assessment of the needs of the 
affected population.” What are their priorities? 
What are their real needs? OCHA and other 
relevant humanitarian actors, under the 
commitments around the Transformative Agenda, have been working to bring better models to conduct 
credible assessments aiming to ensure accurate response planning and timely decision-making. 

Along with those initiatives, regional partners were in Guatemala in June 2016, to participate in a training 
workshop called CAIM (Coordinated Assessment and Information Management). The CAIM training 
starts from the premise that information overload is a reality. Therefore, humanitarians have to master 
information management tools, services and best practices to analyze data and information very quickly 
and provide results in a short period of time, supporting the prioritization of the assistance delivered. 

Among other learning objectives, the training 
outlined the main steps to quickly and 
effectively initiate joint coordinated 
assessments, presented ways on how to 
coordinate the secondary data for analysis, 
and stressed the key aspects of 
implementing community level assessments. 
During practical sessions, participants had a 
chance to exercise the theory with a series of 
tasks using common tools and electronic 
applications that are available to the 
humanitarian community that help deal with 
the variety of data and information widely 
available. 

To complement the theory and practical sessions, participants exchanged their experiences from recent 
coordinated assessment processes carried out in Chile, Colombia, Paraguay and the most recent one 
following the earthquake in Ecuador. This exchange of real life stories consolidated the learning 
experience and greatly enriched the dialogue. It shows how knowledge and educational background can 
be applied to overcome the challenges that humanitarians will certainly face in every real case scenario.  

While risk reduction is somehow far from its ideal mark and disasters will continue to impact over 
thousands of Latin Americans every year, trainings such CAIM are one of the available options to upgrade 
the skills of humanitarian personnel, enabling them to better take leadership and support either the 
Coordinated Assessment processes or any other process from the humanitarian program cycle during 
new or escalating emergencies.  

For more information visit: www.redhum.org 

 
                                                                                © OCHA 

© OCHA 

 

The first CAIM course 
in the Americas 

included participants from 
the United Nations 

Disaster Assessment and 
Coordination (UNDAC) 

team, national authorities, 
UN agencies, donor 

agencies and NGOs from 
10 countries and 7 

regional organizations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No matter which models of 
assessment are used, it is 

crucial that the results 

come out quickly and as 

indicative as possible to 

prioritize actions, 

maximize the use of 

available resources 
(usually limited) and 

advocate for 

mobilization of 

additional resources. 

 

https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-transformative-agenda/documents-public/iasc-reference-module-implementation-humanitarian
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-transformative-agenda/documents-public/iasc-reference-module-implementation-humanitarian
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-transformative-agenda
http://www.unocha.org/what-we-do/coordination-tools/needs-assessment
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-transformative-agenda/documents-public/iasc-reference-module-implementation-humanitarian
http://www.redhum.org/
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Regional Workshop in Panama with 
Humanitarian Country Teams 

More than 70 representatives from 10 countries in Latin America and the Caribbean 
participated in the Regional Humanitarian Country Teams Workshop. Participants came from 
state institutions and international cooperation and worked together in order to identify 
common humanitarian standards and coordinated-work mechanisms. This year climate 
variability and its relation to humanitarian action, the cash transfers initiative in 
emergencies, the inclusion of gender and the Core Humanitarian Standards (CHS) were the 
main topics. 

The workshop “Actions in the context of 
climate variability” was organized by OCHA 
together with the Risk, Emergency and 
Disaster Working Group for Latin America and 
the Caribbean (REDLAC) as part of its 
commitment to work in a systematic way to 
improve disaster response in the region. 

This event was an initiative following the 
analysis conducted by OCHA and 
humanitarian partners, where participating 
organizations seek to improve coordination for 
more effective, timely and comprehensive 
humanitarian action. 

Current scenarios drive the need for changes 
in the way we deliver assistance. Disasters 
and emergencies not only arise from 
unexpected and isolated events, but they are 
intertwined with structural causes and low 
response capacity. As we face more complex 
situations -such as violence and 
displacement-, it is essential to have stronger 
protocols, tools and organizations. 

 

For more information visit:  www.redhum.org 

 

                         UPCOMING EVENTS IN LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN 

26‐27 July.         CDEMA inter-agency Simulation in Barbados. 

27-29 July.         Special Envoy on El Nino and the Climate Mary Robinson Mission in Honduras. 

15-19 August.    OSOCC Operations Course with CEPREDENAC, Costa Rica. 

19 August.         World Humanitarian Day 

20-26 August.    OSOCC Operations Course for UNDAC members, Costa Rica. 

 

For more information visit:  www.redhum.org   To include events to the calendar write to:  webmaster@redhum.org  

© OCHA 

 

                                                                      © OCHA 

 

“The main objective of 
this workshop is to 

strengthen the 
capacity of humanitarian 

teams, networks, 
partnerships and actors”, 
said Wendy Cue, Head of 

the Regional Office of 
OCHA for Latin America 

and the Caribbean. 

http://www.redhum.org/
http://www.redhum.org/
mailto:webmaster@redhum.org
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 The first World Humanitarian Summit: a 
pivotal moment for the global agenda 

The World Humanitarian Summit (Istanbul, Turkey, 23-24 May 2016) was a key moment 
for the humanitarian agenda. It generated global momentum and political determination 
to move forward on the UN Secretary-General’s Agenda for Humanity and its five core 
responsibilities, in order to deliver better assistance for people across the globe. 

The Summit marked a clear demonstration of humanitarian leadership and political will to address the 
terrible costs of crises. This is evidenced by the nearly 3,000 commitments to action, and over 2,500 
alignments with the core commitments to deliver the Agenda for Humanity that were generated by the 
Summit (estimated only – final figures coming soon). 

At the Summit, world leaders took important steps to advance global action on some of the greatest 
humanitarian issues of our time, including: 

1. Recognition of the centrality of political will to effectively prevent and end conflicts. 

2. Enhance compliance with international humanitarian and human rights law through a spectrum 
of concrete measures. 

3. Pursue a new approach to address the needs of internally displaced persons and refugees. 

4. Commitment to increase programming and funding to enable women and girls to take on roles 
as leaders and decision-makers. 

5. The launch of the first-ever fund to address education in crises (the Education Cannot Wait 
fund), the Charter on Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action, and a 
Compact for Young People in Humanitarian Action. 

6. Accelerate the move towards investing in preparedness, prevention and building resilience. 

7. A clear shift in mindset from funding emergencies to mobilizing finance for prevention. 

 

 

More information on the World Humanitarian Summit at: www.worldhumanitariansummit.org  

 

For more information, please contact: 

Wendy Cue, Head of Regional Office, cue@un.org  Tel: (+507) 317 1748 

Rogerio Mobilia, Head of Information Unit, silvar@un.org Tel (+507) 317 1749 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at: www.redhum.org    www.unocha.org/rolac     www.reliefweb.int 

www.redhum.org   

http://www.worldhumanitariansummit.org/
mailto:alvarez6@un.org
mailto:silvar@un.org
http://www.redhum.org/
http://www.unocha.org/rolac
http://www.reliefweb.int/
http://www.redhum.org/

