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 Forced Displacement and Refugees 

CENTRAL AMERICA 

Increasing violence from gangs, drug trafficking and organized crime in El 

Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras is forcing thousands of people to flee to 

Mexico and the United States, according to the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). 

In 2015, applications for asylum in the Northern Triangle countries reached 

nearly 110,000, compared with 21,000 in 2012. A figure five times higher, says 

UNHCR. The UN agency also notes that the United States was the country 

that has received the most new asylum applications after Germany - more 

than 172,000, 42% more than in 2014.  

By the end of 2015, Latin America and the Caribbean was home to more than 

746,000 refugees, asylum- seekers or at risk, says UNHCR, without taking 

into account the nearly 7 million internally displaced people in Colombia. 
Source: United Nations, UNHCR, La Prensa Grafica. 

 

GLOBAL 

The number of refugees who have been forced to leave their houses and flee 

conflict, persecution and violence reached 65 million in 2015, five times more 

than during the previous year. This is an alarming increase according to 

UNHCR, on World Refugee Day. 

 
HONDURAS: The Directorate for Childhood, Adolescence and Family (DINAF for its acronym in Spanish) 
reported that in the first half of 2016 more than 3,000 children have been returned from Mexico and 
the United States to Honduras. Photo: Hondudiario. 
 
 

Highlights 
 FORCED DISPLACEMENT AND 

REFUGEES:  Increasing violence from 
gangs, drug trafficking and organized 
crime in El Salvador, Guatemala and 
Honduras is forcing thousands of people 
to flee to Mexico and the United States. In 
2015, applications for asylum in the 
Northern Triangle countries reached 
nearly 110,000, a five-fold increase since 
2012. 
 

 VOLCANIC ACTIVITY: INSIVUMEH 
reported that the Santiaguito volcano in 
Guatemala recorded another strong 
eruption, emitting volcanic material. The 
ash column reached five thousand meters 
above sea level and moved to the south, 
southwest and west of the country. 
 

 EARTHQUAKE RECOVERY IN ECUADOR: 
The Government reports that they have so 
far spent US $ 200 million for 
reconstruction of damage caused by the 
earthquake. 
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Hurricanes 
 

 El Niño 
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110,000 
Applications for 
asylum in the 
Northern Triangle 
countries in 2015 

 

65 M 
People forced to 
leave their houses 
in 2015 worldwide 

Early Warning 

    
Select an icon to enter the specialized follow-up site for 

emergencies, by its classification. 

 

http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
http://iridl.ldeo.columbia.edu/maproom/IFRC/FIC/
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1239&Itemid=2291&lang=es
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
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This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional Office 

through disaster monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported by the Sources indicated. 

Activities carried out in affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with Sources for further information. For input, feedback and 

suggestions send us an email to ocha-rolac@un.org  

 

Volcanic activity 
GUATEMALA 

The National Institute of Seismology, Volcanology, 

Meteorology and Hydrology (INSIVUMEH for its 

acronym in Spanish) reported that the Santiaguito 

volcano recorded another strong explosion, 

accompanied by volcanic material. The ash column 

reached five thousand meters above sea level and 

moved to the south, southwest and west of the 

country, at distances of between 40 and 50 

kilometers. 

Volcanic ash affected the villages of San Marcos and 

Loma Linda, Palajunoj, El Faro, Patzulín, El 

Patrocinio, in El Palmar, Quetzaltenango; as well as 

in San Felipe and Las Marias, in Retalhuleu. 
Source: Prensa Libre. 

 

EL SALVADOR 

The degassing process in the Chaparrastique 

volcano has not been an impediment to the 

residents of the communities located near the crater 

to continue their normal life. 

Authorities of the Ministry of Education and Civil 

Protection have not issued, so far, indications for 

the cancellation of classes, so dozens of students 

attend to classes in their schools located in areas 

surrounding the volcano, which is still spewing gas. 
Source: La Prensa Gráfica. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Earthquake on 16 April 
ECUADOR 

The Government reports that they have spent US $ 

200 million to date in reconstruction of damages 

caused by the earthquake, which initially were 

estimated at US$ 3.3 billion. Part of these expenses 

came from contingency funds allocated by the 

Interamerican Development Bank (IDB), which 

committed $ 300 million. 

The country extended the 16 April state of 

emergency for an additional 30 days in six 

earthquake-affected provinces. 

The United Nations system and humanitarian 

partners continue to support national authorities in 

the response and requested an extension of the 

Flash Appeal to October (a period of 6 months). 
Source: OCHA, El Universal. 

 

Hurricane Season 2016 
ATLANTIC 

Tropical Storm Danielle has dissipated in the 

central-eastern of Mexico. So far, there has been no 

reports of casualties or damage. 
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