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 Drought and Food Insecurity 
CENTRAL AMERICA 

An estimated 3.5 million people are affected by severe drought in the Central 

American dry corridor. Of these, 2.8 million are in need of humanitarian 

assistance to cover their food needs. The most vulnerable families are in 

precarious conditions until the first harvest, usually between August and 

September. 

Emergency response institutions from all Central American countries met 

from 2 to 3 June in Costa Rica to coordinate efforts and address the adverse 

effects caused by the drought, under the framework of the Council of 

Representatives of the Coordination Center for the Prevention of Natural 

Disasters in Central America (CEPREDENAC for its acronym in Spanish). 

The Government of Canada announced that it will contribute US$ 2.2 million 

to World Food Programme operations in Central America to support 

vulnerable families. 

EL SALVADOR 

The Government of El Salvador and the United Nations System launched a 

progress report on the project "Humanitarian response to people affected by 

the drought of 2015". This project aims to benefit 6,000 families in El 

Salvador through food assistance, access to drinking water, establishment of 

home-gardens, installation of water systems and nutritional assistance for 

children. 
Source: OCHA, World Food Programme, La Prensa Grafica, El Mundo. 

 
 

 
EL SALVADOR: The Government of El Salvador and the United Nations visited areas affected by 
drought in the dry corridor of Central America. Photos: Redhum El Salvador. 

 

                                           

 

 

Highlights 
 DROUGHT AND FOOD INSECURITY: 3.5 

million people in Guatemala, Honduras 
and El Salvador are in need of 
humanitarian assistance due to prolonged 
drought affecting the region. 
 

 EARTHQUAKE IN ECUADOR: The 
earthquake that struck Ecuador on 16 
April has impacted the country's economy 
by about 0.7 percentage points this year, 
At least US$3.3 billion will be needed for 
the reconstruction of affected areas in 
Manabí and Esmeraldas. 

 

 MIGRATION: The main cause of 
displacement in Central America’s 
northern triangle  is people seeking refuge 
because they have been victims of serious 
abuse by gangs and criminal groups. 

Monitoring 

Zika 
 

 El Niño 

  
 

Numers of the week 

 

2.8 M 
People in need of 
assistance for 
drought in Central 
America 

 

3,344 
Millions of dollars to 
rebuild earthquake-
affected areas in 
Ecuador 

Early Warning 

    
Select an icon to enter the specialized follow-up site for 

emergencies, by its classification. 

 

http://iridl.ldeo.columbia.edu/maproom/IFRC/FIC/
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1239&Itemid=2291&lang=es
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
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This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional Office 

through disaster monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported by the Sources indicated. 

Activities carried out in affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with Sources for further information. For input, feedback and 

suggestions send us an email to ocha-rolac@un.org  

 

Drought 

CUBA 

Cuba’s Climate Institute of Meteorology Center 

(CENC) reports that at least 25 per cent of the 

territory has experienced accumulated deficits of 

rains between May 2015 and April 2016. 

The most affected provinces are Las Tunas and 

Guantánamo, with 19 and 16 per cent of its territory 

in moderate to extreme drought conditions 

respectively.  

Twenty-three municipalities are affected by 

drought, the most critical being Viñales, La Palma, 

San Juan and Martinez and Minas de Matahambre 

(Pinar del Río), Colon and Limonar (Matanzas) and 

Guisa (Granma). The most affected municipalities 

also include Tercer Frente (Santiago de Cuba), Buey 

Arriba (Granma) and Cardenas, Jaguey Grande, 

Jovellanos, Pedro Betancourt, Perico and Union de 

Reyes (Matanzas). 
Source: Juventud Rebelde.  

 

Earthquake 

ECUADOR 

The earthquake that struck Ecuador on 16 April will 

require $3.3 billion for the reconstruction of affected 

areas in Manabí and Esmeraldas. 

This amount was determined by the National 

Secretariat of Planning and Development after six 

weeks of analysis together with national authorities, 

experts from the United Nations Economic 

Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean 

(ECLAC) and various UN agencies. 

Of the total, 67 per cent of reconstruction costs 

($2.25 billion) will be assumed by the public sector, of 

which: $1 billion will come through the Solidarity 

Law; $660 million will come from contingency 

funding such as the World Bank, IDB or CAF; $400 

million from the International Monetary Fund; and 

193 million from the General National Budget.  

The remaining, 33% per cent ($1 billion), will come 

from the private sector. The macroeconomic impact 

left by the earthquake, in terms of the national 

economy, is a decrease of 0.7 percentage points. 

The majority of the damage, 95 per cent, is 

concentrated in Manabí, where the epicenter was 

located. In this province, the local economy suffers a 

reduction of 9.8 percentage points in provincial GDP. 
Source: El Universo. 

 

MIGRATION 

CENTRAL AMERICA 

The main cause of displacement in the Central 

America’s northern triangle (Honduras, Guatemala 

and El Salvador) is violence.  

People seek refuge because they have been victims 

of serious abuse by gangs and criminal groups, 

according to the United Nations High Commissioner 

for Refugees (UNHCR). 

UNHCR warns of an increase in displacement in the 

Central American sub region. 

In the last two years, asylum applications from these 

three countries increased by 92 per cent, from over 

24,000 in 2014 to over 54,000 in 2015. 

In the first four months of 2016, 11,000 people have 

requested refugee status, mainly in the United 

States and Mexico. 
Source: United Nations System 
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