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 Heavy rains and flooding 

SOUTH AMERICA 

Floods currently affecting several countries in South America are due to the 

El Nino phenomenon. While flooding continues, river levels are decreasing in 

some areas. An estimated 130,000 people are affected throughout 

Argentina, Paraguay and Uruguay. Paraguay is the most affected country. 

 

PARAGUAY 
More than 94,000 people are receiving humanitarian assistance in 122 emergency 

shelters in Asuncion, according to the Municipal Disaster and Emergency 

Coordination. The districts of Los Baños are the most affected, with about 60,000 

displaced people. Since December 2015, floods caused by the rising level of the 

Paraguay river have forced 100,000 people to flee their homes. Some cities in the 

south may need to be completely evacuated. 
Source: National authorities via Vanguardia.com. 

 

ARGENTINA 
An estimated 10,000 people are displaced in the city of Concordia in Entre Rios 

Province, due to the Uruguay River over-flowing its banks. Another 1,300 people 

have been evacuated in the province of Santa Fe, after water levels rose in the 

Parana River. 
Source: La Capital. 

 

 

 

PARAGUAY: Flooding in Paraguay is affecting the capital - Asuncion, where some 94,000 people are in official 
emergency shelters managed by the Government. © Photo: Paraguay.com. 

Highlights 
 FLOODS: More than 130,000 people are 

affected by floods in South America. The 
most affected country is Paraguay with 
94,000 displaced people in Asuncion. 
  

 DROUGHT: 16% of the population in 
Honduras (1.4 million people) are 
affected by drought. This represents 
more than double the number of families 
affected compared to 2014. 
 

 UNACCOMPANIED CHILDREN: 
Authorities in the US are expecting an 
increase in the arrival of unaccompanied 
children from Central America in 2016. 
Emergency shelters are being set up to 
receive them. Mexico detained about 
30,000 unaccompanied children in 2015. 

Monitoring 

 
Zika 

 
El Niño 

  
Weekly stats 

 

130,000 
People evacuated by 
overflowing rivers in 
Paraguay, Argentina 
and Uruguay 

 

1.4  
Millions of people 
affected by drought 
in Honduras - 16% of 
the population 

 
Early Warning 

    
Seleccionar un icono para entrar en el sitio especializado de 

seguimiento a las emergencias, por su clasificación. 

 

http://iridl.ldeo.columbia.edu/maproom/IFRC/FIC/
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1239&Itemid=2291&lang=es
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
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This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional Office 
through disaster monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported by the Sources 
indicated. Activities carried out in affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with Sources for further information. For 

input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to ocha-rolac@un.org 

 

Heavy rains and 

Flooding (Cont…) 

URUGUAY 

Some 13,800 people have still not been able to return 

home in the departments of Artigas, Paysandu and 

Salto Black River, west of the country because of 

floods. This represents a decrease of almost 50 

percent of people affected. 
Source: National Emergency System. 

 

Drought 
HONDURAS 

The Permanent Commission of Contingencies 

(COPECO) reports that drought - due to El Nino - was 

more severe in 2015. In 2014 an estimated 610,000 

people (122,000 families) were affected by the lack of 

rain. In 2015, the number of people increased to 1.4 

million (280,000 families) - which represents 16 

percent of the Honduran population. 
Source: Permanent Commission of Contingencies vía La Prensa. 

 

Migration 

CUBAN MIGRANTS IN CENTRAL AMERICA 

Mexico will receive the first group of Cuban migrants, 

to be transferred from Costa Rica, as part of a pilot 

plan to resolve the situation of Cubans stranded in 

Costa Rica. The migrants will enter Mexico through its 

border with Guatemala and cross the country to reach 

the United States. There are about 8,000 Cuban 

migrants in Costa Rica. 
Source:  Immigration authorities of Costa Rica via Radio Havana Cuba. 

 

 

 

UNACCOMPANIED CHILDREN 

The United States will open three new shelters for 

unaccompanied children entering the country from 

Central America. The shelters will be located in the 

states of Colorado, New Mexico and Florida in 

addition to those installed in December 2015 in 

Dallas. Through the summer of 2016, an increase in 

the number unaccompanied children arriving in the 

US is expected. During the first ten months of 2015, 

the National Migration Institute of Mexico arrested 

nearly 30,000 children, which represents an increase 

of 6,100 children for the same period in 2014 and 

19,500 more than in 2013. The majority (98 percent) 

of migrant children detained in Mexico are from 

Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador. Increasing 

gang violence in these countries is causing many to 

leave.  
Source: El Salvador.com 

 

Economic losses due to disasters 

GLOBAL 

Economic losses from disasters in 2015 is about 

US$90,000 million, the lowest amount since 2009, 

according to the German reinsurer Munich Re. 

Many of the 2015 tropical cyclones occurred in 

sparsely populated regions. In the North Atlantic, El 

Niño reduced the formation of storms. The total 

number of people killed by disasters in 2015 

worldwide is 23,000 – which is more than in 2014 

(7,700), but less than the average of the last 30 years 

(54,000). Last year, the worst disaster was the Nepal 

earthquake in April that killed 9,000 people. In 

America, the drought that is affecting 3.5 million 

people in Central America is considered the region’s 

worst disaster of 2015. Source: Munich Re. 
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