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 SDrought & Food Insecurity 

CENTRAL AMERICA 

About 2.3 million people in Central America, mostly subsistence farmers, 

laborers and their families require food assistance after suffering heavy 

crop losses due to drought, according to the World Food Programme 

(WFP). WFP highlights that USD $75 million is needed to assist the 

population. Prolonged drought and late rains hampered seeding for many 

subsistence farmers, adding to a loss of crops in the Central American dry 

corridor.   

Central America is in its second consecutive year of drought, which is 

intensified due to the El Niño phenomenon. 
Source: World Food Programme (WFP). 

 

HONDURAS 

OCHA allocated USD $2.2 million in funding from the Central Emergency 

Response Fund (CERF). These funds will provide humanitarian assistance to 

4,743 affected families (14,230 people). The World Food Programme, 

UNICEF and the Pan American Health Organization together with six local 

organizations from Humanitarian Country Team will be responsible for the 

implementation of the programs. 
Source: OCHA. 

 

 

 

DROUGHT: Millions of people in Central America are affected by the two year prolonged drought. Many countries report 
large losses of basic grains such as maize, during the first harvest of the year and losses are expected to increase in 
the next harvest season. An estimated 2.3 million people are in urgent need of humanitarian assistance. Picture: Red 
Cross. 
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Alerta temprana 

    
Seleccionar un icono para entrar en el sitio especializado de 

seguimiento a las emergencias, por su clasificación. 

 

http://iridl.ldeo.columbia.edu/maproom/IFRC/FIC/
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1239&Itemid=2291&lang=es
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
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Esta nota es compilada para el Grupo de Trabajo sobre Riesgo, Emergencias y Desastres en América Latina y el Caribe (REDLAC) por la 
oficina regional de OCHA, a través del sistema de monitoreo y contribuciones de socios. Este documento es informativo y representa un 

compilatorio de hechos y acciones claves reportadas por las fuentes señaladas. Muchas de las actividades realizadas en los países afectados 
son abordadas aquí. Sin embargo, sugerimos también revisar las fuentes para ampliar la información. 

Para contribuciones: ocha-rolac@un.org 

 

 

Drought & Food 

Insecurity (Cont…) 

EL SALVADOR 
Around 38,000 households (200,000 people) are in 

need of food assistance, according to joint WFP, 

National Council for Food and Nutritional Security 

(CONASAN) assessments. 

More people are expected to suffer losses in the 

second harvest of the year. Many households have 

not recovered from the effects of the last year´s 

drought, and more people will need assistance. The 

effects of climate change together with the El Niño 

are intensifying the effects of drought. 
Source: World Food Programme (WFP). 

 

PANAMA 
The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), 

together with the Panamanian government 

announced plans to strengthen its regional 

headquarters in the country and make it the food-

hub for the region. This UN agency will strengthen its 

presence to become a Strategic Development Office 

with technical staff in international cooperation. The 

Government of Panama stated that the food security 

and nutrition issues are part of the SAN-CELAC Plan 

(Food Security, Nutrition and Hunger Eradication of 

the Community of Latin American and Caribbean 

2025), which the country supports. 
Source: Government of Panama via ACAN-EFE. 

 

 

 

 

Migration 

CENTRAL AMERICA 
About 1,790 Cuban migrants in transit through 

Central America are stranded on the Costa Rica and 

Nicaragua border with irregular legal status.  

Nicaraguan military forces returned 800 of these 

migrants to Costa Rica (the country that gave them 

a week-long special transit visa). Nicaraguan 

authorities closed its border and is preventing entry 

to these migrants. 

Thousands of Cubans migrate to the United States 

using Central America, Colombia and Ecuador as 

transit countries. 
Source: BBC. 

 

El Niño 
The current El Niño phenomenon, the strongest of 

the last 15 years, is on course to becoming one of the 

most powerful in the past 65 years.  It is expected to 

continue to intensify towards the end of this year. 

The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) 

warned that "extreme preventive measures need to 

be taken" and "extreme weather conditions will 

intensify in the next three months." 

WMO remarks that "the consequences are 

unpredictable" since "the state of the planet has 

been modified by climate change" and that "the 

interaction between global warming and this 

phenomenon may have unknown but very harmful 

effects." 
Source: World Meteorological Organization (WMO)  
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