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Hurricane Season  

HURRICANE PATRICIA IN MEXICO 
Hurricane Patricia is the most intense hurricane to hit the region, making 

landfall on the Mexican state of Jalisco on 23 October. The hurricane 

reached the coast as category 5, the maximum at Saffir-Simpson scale, 

but quickly downgraded to category 1 and became a remnant low.  

Damages were less than expected. The Government of Mexico reports no 

victims so far and authorities continue to assess affected areas. 

Preliminary assessments carried out by the Ministry of Health and health 

institutions indicate no significant infrastructure damage to hospitals and 

health centers.  

OCHA ROLAC, UNETE and the Resident Coordinator’s Office were 

monitoring the situation, and in contact with the National Emergency 

Committee, for possible floods and landslides from rains.  

OCHA Flash Note No.6. (in Spanish) 
Source: National Weather Service and OCHA Mexico. 

 
MEXICO: Hurricane Patricia caused 3,500 people to evacuate and1,075 shelters were activated.  

 

 

 

 

Highlights 

 HURRICANE SEASON: Hurricane 

Patricia reached category 5 then quickly 

downgraded causing minor damages. 

Authorities report no victims; 3,500 

people were evacuated and 1,075 

shelters were activated.  

 

 FLOODS AND RAINS: In Brazil, 177,790 

people are affected by floods in the 

state of Rio Grande do Sul. In 

Guatemala 252,921 people are affected 

by heavy rains throughout the country.  
 

 HUMANITARIAN SITUATION: The 

Government of Venezuela issued a 60-

day extension for the state of 

emergency in Tachira. As of 30 

September, 1,768 Colombians were 

formally deported from Venezuela and 

an additional 22,194 have left of their 

own accord. 
 

 

Weekly stats 

 

256,166 

people affected by 
rains in Guatemala. 

 

177,790 
people affected by 
rains in Brazil. 

Early Warning * 

No alerts for the moment. Additional 
information at: www.redhum.org/alertas. 

 
Active Emergencies * 

     
Select an icon/title for further information on the emergencies/alerts. 

 

 

http://bit.ly/1Wcn74M
http://redhum.org/alertas
www.redhum.org/alertas
http://redhum.org/emergencia/
http://redhum.org/emergencia_detail/huracan-patricia-en-mexico-octubre-2015
http://redhum.org/emergencia_detail/deslizamiento-santa-catarina-pinula-cambray-ii-guatemala-octubre-2015
http://redhum.org/emergencia_detail/inseguridad-alimentaria-por-sequia-en-america-central-y-el-caribe-julio-2015
http://redhum.org/emergencia_detail/actividad-eruptiva-del-volcan-cotopaxi-agosto-2015
http://redhum.org/emergencia_detail/situacion-humanitaria-en-frontera-colombo-venezolana-agosto-2015


WEEKLY NOTE ON EMERGENCIES – YEAR 8 VOLUMEN 427 2 

 

 

 

 

This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional Office 
through disaster monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported by the Sources 
indicated. Activities carried out in affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with Sources for further information. For 

input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to ocha-rolac@un.org 

 

Rains and floods 

BRAZIL 

Authorities declared a state of emergency in the 

municipality of Porto Alegre (capital of Rio Grande 

do Sul state) for recent weeks of strong rains. The 

Civil Defense reports 177,790 people affected by 

rains and floods, of which 7,805 have lost their 

homes. Hundreds of municipalities were affected 

and 42,331 houses were reported damaged.  
Source: Brazil Communications Company (EBC).  
 

GUATEMALA 

The National Coordinator for Disaster Reduction 

(CONRED) is providing assistance to the people 

affected by the rains in the country in the past 

weeks. Floods and landslides affected 256,166 

people and 2,187 people were evacuated. One 

person died due to a landslide in Alta Verapaz and 

3,233 houses were reported with slight, moderate 

and severe damages. 
Source: National Coordinator for Disaster Reduction (CONRED). 

 

COLOMBIA 

About 9,000 people (approx. 1,800 families) of the 

urban area of Tumaco (Nariño) were affected by 

floods caused by the rising of sea level. An 

estimated 10 per cent of affected houses are totally 

destroyed, and approximately 500 families lost 

their belongings. Sanitation in the affected 

neighborhood is precarious as the accumulation of 

garbage has caused the proliferation of rodents 

and other vectors. The Institute of Hydrology, 

Meteorology and Environmental Studies of 

Colombia (IDEAM) expects a further rise in sea 

levels in the last week of October.  

The Local Humanitarian Team is monitoring the 

situation and will provide support to the response, 

if required. 

Flash Update No.1. (in Spanish). 
Source: OCHA Colombia. 

 

 

Humanitarian Situation 

COLOMBIA - VENEZUELA 

The Government of Venezuela issued a 60-day 

extension for the state of emergency in the state of 

Tachira, bordering Colombia. On 23 September, 

the government closed official registration for 

people returning to Norte de Santander, La 

Guajira, Arauca and Vichada. As of the end of 

September, 1,768 Colombians were formally 

deported from Venezuela and an additional 22,194 

left of their own accord.   

Updated information about the humanitarian 

situation at: http://bit.ly/1NsrtDv (in Spanish). 
Source: OCHA Colombia. 

 

mailto:ocha-rolac@un.org
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/system/files/documents/files/151021_flash_update_1_mar_de_leva_tumaco.pdf
http://bit.ly/1NsrtDv

