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Drought and Food Security 
CUBA 

Prolonged drought in Cuba, the worst since 2004, has resulted in a severe 

water shortage. Currently 144 municipalities (of 168) are affected, 63 

severely affected. Reservoirs are at historically low levels with some at 

under 25% and others completely dry. Cuba Climate Center (CENCLIM) 

reports that 75% of Cuban territory was affected by the lack of rains 

between September 2014 and August 2015. Experts of the Institute of 

Meteorology report that the forecast for September is unfavorable, 

particularly in the eastern region. Approximately 100,000 people are 

severely affected, receiving water distributed by trucks in the capital. 
Source: Government of Cuba and OCHA.  

 
CUBA: It is estimated that 100,000 people are affected by water shortage. Authorities are distributing water 
by trucks. ©EFE. 

GUATEMALA 

The Ministry of Food and Nutritional Security (Sesan), Ministry of 

Agriculture, Livestock and Food (MAGA), International Fund for 

Agricultural Development, FAO, WFP and UNICEF signed a letter of 

understanding in order to promote an integrated standard on providing 

food assistance to people affected by prolonged heat wave. This 

program consists of four areas: production of basic grains, food and 

technical assistance, and environmental conservation.  
Source: Government of Guatemala. 

Highlights 
 DROUGHT: 144 municipalities in Cuba 

are hit by drought and approximately 
100,000 people are severely affected. In 
El Salvador forecasts indicate that river 
levels will remain historically low in the 
coming months. In Honduras, where 
more than 250,000 people are in need of 
immediate humanitarian assistance, the 
government and humanitarian partners 
released the Preliminary Response Plan 
for drought. 

 COLD WEATHER: A severe cold wave 
has resulted in 1,209 people homeless, 
487,569 affected and 8 deaths in Peru. 

 HUMANITARIAN SITUATION: About 
1,482 Colombians have been deported 
or repatriated from Venezuela, since the 
beginning of the border crises, while an 
additional 19,952 have fled 
spontaneously. 

Monitoring 

 
Drought in Central 
America and the 
Caribbean. 

 

Hurricane Season  

  
Weekly stats 

 

100,000 
people severely 
affected by drought 
in Cuba. 

 

21,434  
people returned to 
Colombia. 

Early Warning 

    
Select an icon to veiw a specialized site to follow the 

emergencies. 

 

http://redhum.org/emergencia/
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This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional Office 
through disaster monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported by the Sources 
indicated. Activities carried out in affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with Sources for further information. For 

input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to ocha-rolac@un.org 

 

 

Drought and Food Security 

(cont…) 

EL SALVADOR 

The ongoing El Niño phenomenon has resulted in 

decreased rainfall and drought in most parts of El 

Salvador. In comparison to historical averages, 

river levels are 20% to 60% lower than normal, 

and up to 90% in the eastern area. Forecasts 

indicate that river levels will continue to decrease 

in the following months. 
Source: Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources. 

 

HONDURAS 

On September 10th, The United Nations System 
and the Government of Honduras launched the 
US$22 million Preliminary Response Plan for 
drought to Diplomatic Representatives, 
International Organizations and in-country 
cooperation agencies. The 2015 drought, caused 
by El Niño, is being considered one of the three 
more intense events in the history of Honduras, 
surpassing 2014 in scale and impact. More than 
250,000 people are in need of immediate 
humanitarian assistance in 12 departments. 
Preliminary findings on the impact of drought in 
Honduras were presented, as well as the 
humanitarian community´s plan to complement 
the government´s response efforts. Main sectors 
are food security, health, wash and nutrition. The 
Plan also foresees a second component, 
livelihoods, to strengthen resilience of at risk 
communities 
Source: United Nations System. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cold Weather 

PERU 

The National Institute of Civil Defense (INDECI) 

reports that freezing temperatures and snowfall 

left 1,209 people homeless in 9 departments, as 

well as 487,569 people affected and 8 deaths in 

Puno and Pasco. It is estimated that 221,123 cattle 

are lost and 392,923 affected. The cold wave 

damaged 128,967 hectares of crops and destroyed 

another 34,839. Authorities are assisting the 

affected people by delivering beds, mattresses, 

kits of hygiene and food. 
Source: OCHA Peru. 

 

Humanitarian Situation 

COLOMBIA 

At least 1,482 Colombians have been deported 

from Venezuela across the borders of Norte de 

Santander, Arauca, La Guajira and Vichada. It is 

estimated that an additional 19,952 people have 

fled spontaneously across these four departments. 

In the municipalities of Cucuta and Villa del 

Rosario (Norte de Santander), 2,968 people are 

living in 23 temporary shelters or hotels. Some 

1,471 people have moved to their hometowns in 

Colombia supported by IOM. A delegation from 

the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 

is in Colombia assessing the situation and visiting 

the border area. Last week, the United Nations 

Secretary General, Ban Ki-moon, met with the 

Foreign Ministries of Colombia and Venezuela and 

offered his good offices if both countries so 

requested.  

Source: United Nations System. 
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