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Epidemic 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

One month after the press reported a possible transmission of Zika 
virus in northeastern Brazil (state of Bahia), the Dominican Republic 
confirmed the first case on the island. The report stated that a 12-year-
old from Puerto Plata contracted the virus. 

The Zika virus is transmitted by mosquitoes of the genus Aedes 
aegypti, the same as dengue and chikungunya, but with milder 
symptoms. 

In early 2014, the first locally-acquired from transmission of the Zika 
virus in the Americas was reported on Easter Island, according to the 
Ministry of Health of Chile. 

The Pan American Health Organization (PAHO / WHO) issued an 
epidemiological alert on the possible spread of this viral disease in 
regions where there are potential vectors (Aedes). Read the complete 
document by accessing the link: 

http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_vie
w&Itemid=270&gid=30075&lang=en. 

Source: PAHO/WHO and El Nuevo Diario.  

 

                      

 

 

 

 

Highlights 
 DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: the first case of 

transmission of Zika virus in Puerto Plata 
was confirmed. 
 

 FLOODS: Heavy rains left about 10,000 
people affected and 60,000 without 
electricity in Nicaragua. In Guatemala 
8,000 people were affected. 

 HURRICANES: After reaching category 4 
during the weekend, hurricane Blanca 
was downgraded to a tropical storm. 
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Weekly stats 

 

70,000 
People affected by 
floods in Nicaragua 

 

8,000 
People affected by 
floods in Guatemala   

 

Early warning 

    
Select an icon to veiw a specialized site to follow the 

emergencies. 

 

The first case of 
transmission of 
Zika virus in 
Americas was 
reported on 
Easter Island in 
early 2014. In 
May this year, 
cases were 
confirmed in 
Brazil and in 
June in 
Dominican 
Republic. 
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Floods  

PERU 

Four projects were approved by the CERF 
emergency fund for a total amount of US$ 914,612 
to attend the emergencies caused by floods in 
Loreto. The projects will be developed by UNICEF, 
UNFPA, FAO and IOM and will assist the 
humanitarian needs of about 22,000 people in six 
districts of the Maynas province in Loreto; clusters 
of water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH), health, 
agriculture, shelters and rehabilitation of housing 
will be covered. Besides the projects, organizations 
are already working on these clusters with 
institutional funds. UNDP will also support by 
assisting on the recovery framework and the 
prioritization of public investment projects in 
Loreto. 

Source: OCHA Peru. 

 

NICARAGUA 

About 2,000 families (10,000 people) were affected 
in 40 districts of the capital, and about 60,000 
people were left without electricity all over the 
country as a result of heavy rains last week. Power 
outages occurred specially in the Southern area of 
Managua. 

Source: La Prensa. 

 

 

GUATEMALA 

Authorities reported more than 8,000 people 
affected in Guatemala and Sacatepéquez by the 
rains that hit the country this weekend. According 
to preliminary assessments, some damages were 
caused by floods and landslides. 

Source: Prensa Libre. 

 

 

 

 

Earthquake 

EL SALVADOR  
Two earthquakes, 4,5 and 3.8 (Richter) were 
registered last Saturday in the coasts of La Paz and 
San Vicente. There were no reports of damages nor 
victims from the authorities. 

Source: La Prensa Gráfica. 

 

Hurricanes Season 

PACIFIC 

After reaching category 4 during the weekend, 
hurricane Blanca downgraded to tropical storm, 
moving to the south of Baja California Peninsula. 
Heavy rains are expected in the region in the 
coming days.  

Source: National Huricane Center (NHC). 

 

Food Insecurity 

LATIN AMERICA  

According to OXFAM, the El Niño phenomenon can 
eventually worsen the current food security crisis 
that is affecting more than 2 million people. The 
most vulnerable people are the ones living in the 
so-called "dry corridor" of Honduras, Guatemala, El 
Salvador and Nicaragua, because "…this region is 
not prepared to face a double emergency…". In 
2014, 70% - 100% of the corn and beans production 
were lost in this region. A strategy oriented 
towards disaster risk reduction is being anticipated, 
aiming to ensure a proper and secure food access 
to 48,095 men, women, children, equivalent to 
9,539 homes. 

Source: Proceso Digital. 
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