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Heavy rain and floods  

CHILE    

Official reports indicate that 164,140 people are affected by mudslides 

that formed when heavy rains hit the north of the country at the end of 

March. About 29,740 people are affected and 1,392 are living in one of 

20 temporary emergency shelters. At least 26 people have died and 85 

are missing. National authorities are responding to the needs of the 

affected people with support from neighbouring countries and national 

and international organizations present in the region. An UNDAC team 

and OCHA staff are still in the country supporting coordination and 

assessements. Approximately 8,300 houses will need to be rebuilt, 7,000 

of which are in the Atacama region. About 42,000 students are not 

attending classes as schools are cancelled and being used as shelters. 

Humanitarian actors are working with authorities on a strategic 

response plan to ensure an integrated response to the emergency.   

Source: United Nations 

 

 

 
CHILE: A United Nations Disaster Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) team is supporting 
authorities in field assessments in six priority areas. The results of the assessments prioritize 
response efforts in the areas of water and hygiene, health and shelter.   
Photo UNDAC. 

  

Highlights 
 CHILE: About 164,140 people have been 

affected by flooding and mudslides. 
OCHA deployed an UNDAC team and 
staff from the regional office to support 
relief efforts.  
 

 PARAGUAY: About 5,000 people were 
affected by a strong storm in the 
northern part of the country. OCHA is 
processing an application for emergency 
funds to support the authorities in the 
response.   
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Early warning 

    
Seleccionar un icono para entrar en el sitio especializado de 

seguimiento a las emergencias, por su clasificación. 
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This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional Office 
through disaster monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported by the Sources 
indicated. Activities carried out in affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with Sources for further information. For 

input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to ocha-rolac@un.org 

 

  

Floods (cont.) 

PARAGUAY 
 
 

 
   

A severe storm affected several towns in the 

department of Concepcion (northern part of the 

country), affecting houses, crops and farm animals. 

Authorities estimate that 5,000 people are affected 

and have begun the response by providing roofing 

material, food and medical attention.  
Source: National Emergency Secretariat 
 
 

Volcanic Activity 

ECUADOR 
 
 

   

Authorities declared an alert for high risk zones 

surrounding the Tungurahua Volcano due to an 

increase in activity. Provincial and canton level 

Emergency Operations Committees (EOC) are on 

alert and prepared to carry-out emergency 

procedures to safeguard people at risk.  The 

Geophysics Institute released a report that states 

that the “volcanic activity remains high”. The 

Tungurahua Volcano has been active and in a state 

of eruptive process since 1999.  The last intense 

explosions occurred on 1 Februrary 2014. 

Source: National Risk Management Secretariat 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Climate Change 

COLOMBIA 
 
 

   

A new study on climate change warns that if global 

gas emissions continue to increase, average 

temperatures in Colombia could increase by more 

than 2 degrees centigrade by the year 2100. The 

study also states that Colombia will suffer from 

global warming and that  31 per cent of its territory 

will suffer from lack of rain over the next 25 years, 

while another 10 million hectares could be prone to 

flooding. It also highlights the varying impacts per 

region and encourages specific planning and 

strategies for each of the departments in the 

country. The study took two years of research  and 

is based on standards from the United Nations 

Inter-Governmental Panel on Climate Change.   

Source: United Nations. 
 

World Humanitarian 
Summit 

We invite you to follow the advances towards the 

Latin American and Caribbean regional 

consultation, on the path to the World 

Humanitarian Summit in our special webpage in 

Redhum www.redhum.org. The regional 

consultation will be held in Guatemala, from 5 to 7 

May under the framework of the Regional Meeting 

on International Humanitarian Assitance 

Mechanisms  (MIAH). 
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