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Heavy rains and floods 

BOLIVIA 
Last week the official data on the events caused by the rainy season 
increased to more than 28,000 families affected (about 140,220 people) 
in 97 municipalities (28% of country’s municipalities), of which 45 
declared a state of emergency; 2 out of 9 total departments also 
declared a state of emergency (La Paz and Chuquisaca). The focus of the 
emergency remains Cobija, in the department of Pando, where 1,146 
families are living in shelters, of which 294 families (about 1,000 people) 
are still in temporary shelters. On Monday last week, all schools in the 
department of Pando resumed classes, except for 6 units that were 
damaged by the floods (3 of them in Cobija).  These schools were used 
as temporary shelters. United Nations complimentary response to the 
government actions were strengthened by the Emergency Cash Grant 
for US$40,000, addressed mainly to shelters that may be active longer.  
Additionally, UNICEF allocated $50,000 (supported by the UNICEF 
Committee in Sweden) enabling protection service to provide a focused 
and immediate response to children’s education and protection, 
particularly violence prevention and psycho-affective recovery of 
children that live in the area. 

Source: OCHA via Vice-ministry of Civil Defense (VIDECI).  

 

 
 

  

Highlights 
 HEAVY RAINS: An Emergency Cash Grant 

was approved to respond to the 
emergencies in Peru and Bolivia. 
  

 VOLCANIC ACTIVITY: Last Thursday, 
March, 12th, the Turrialba volcano in Costa 
Rica registered its biggest eruption since 
1996. A yellow alert is active. 

 

 WILD FIRE: The municipality of Valparaiso 
is affected by wildfire. Authorities 
declared a Constitutional State of 
Emergency for the municipalities of 
Valparaiso and Viña del Mar and started 
the evacuation process. 
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Redhum Map – Information from VIDECI 
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This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional Office 
through disaster monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported by the Sources 
indicated. Activities carried out in affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with Sources for further information. For 

input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to ocha-rolac@un.org 

 

 

Floods (cont.) 

PERU 
 
 

   

Floods were registered in the region of Tingo María 
and surroundings areas as result of the heavy rains 
in the upper and middle basin of Huallaga River 
(departaments of Loreto, San Martín and Huánuco). 
The National Service of Meteorology and Hydrology 
(Senamhi) declared a red hydrological alert to the 

city of Tocache and nearby areas, which are in 
danger of flooding. During the rainy season about 
14,000 people were reported injured and 127,000 
affected. CARITAS and the United Nations System, 
in coordination with authorities, work to respond 
the needs of the affected people in the department 
of San Martin, by implementing the Emergency 
Cash Grant, provided by OCHA. 

Source: National Institute of Civil Defense (INDECI), United 

Nations and ANDINA. 

  

 

Volcanic Activity 

COSTA RICA 
 
 

   

Last Thursday, March 12th, the biggest eruption in 
Turrialba volcano since 1996 was registered. The 
National Commission for Risk Prevention and 

Emergency Response (CNE) and the Municipal 
Committees activated their operational structure in 
order to continue monitoring the activities and to 
remain in contact with nearby communities. A 

yellow alert is active for Turrialba and Alvarado and 
the access to the National Park of Turrialba volcano 
is restricted. The intensity of activities has 
decreased, although experts remain monitoring the 
volcano. 
Source: National Commission for Risk Prevention and 
Emergency Response (CNE). 
 

 

Wild Fire 

CHILE   

 

 

   

The municipality of Valparaiso is affected by 
wildfire. So far, one death has been reported in the 
evauation zone as a result of cardiac arrest, and 33 
people injured. Authorities declared a 
Constitutional State of Emergency for the 
municipalities of Valparaiso and Viña del Mar, and 
started the evacuation process at El Folclor, Santa 
Teresa, El Progreso, Villa Rapa Hui, Población Juan 
Pablo 2, Felipe Camiroaga and camps in the field. 
The most conflictive areas are Santa Teresa and El 
Folclor. 
Source: National Office for Emergency. 

 
 

Seismic Activity 

COLOMBIA 

 

 

   

A 6.6 earthquake (Richter) was reported last 
Tuesday March,10th. Although no deaths were 
reported, more than 200 houses and several roads 
were affected. As part of the protocol, hospitals, 
banks and public entities were evacuated in Bogota, 
Bucaramanga and Medellin, as well as the Congress 
headquarters and the Council of Bogota.  
Authorities reported this was the strongest quake in 
the region in recent years and it was perceived in at 
least 17 of the 32 departments of Colombia. 

Source: OCHA Colombia. 
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