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     REDLAC Weekly Note on Emergencies 
Latin America & the Caribbean  

 
This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional Office through disaster 
monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported by the Sources indicated. Activities carried out in 
affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with Sources for further information. For input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to 
ocha-rolac@un.org 
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EPIDEMICS 
BRAZIL-DENGUE: Brazil is usually the 

country in Latin America that reports the 

highest number of dengue cases.  In 2013, 

there have been 1.4 million cases and more 

than 520 deaths. In 2012 there were 

537,000 cases and some 280 deaths.  More 

than 680 Brazilian cities are in a “state of 

risk” for dengue. 
Source: Pan-American Health Organization. 

 

PARAGUAY-DENGUE: Paraguay is 

currently facing the worst dengue epidemic 

in its history, with 242 deaths registered in 

2013 – triple the number recorded for 2012.  

Official sources also highlight that confirmed 

cases of infection in 2012 were 30,820 

compared to 150,000 for this current year.  

During 2013 more than 32,000 cases of 

hemorrhagic dengue, the most severe type 

of the illness, have been registered. 
Source: Pan-American Health Organization. 

 
PARAGUAY: Authorities have allotted some US$4.5 million to 
eliminate mosquito breeding grounds for the transmitting mosquito 
in order to face the worst dengue epidemic to ever hit the country.  
@paraguay.bologspot.com (archive). 

 

FLOODS 
BOLIVIA: National authorities report that at 

least 2,000 families (some 10,000 persons) 

were affected by river flooding in the 

municipality of Villa Tunari, Department of 

Cochabamba.  A technical commission from 

the Risk Unit of the Emergency Operations 

Center deployed to the area to assess the 

impact of the flooding and prepare to help.  

The overflow damaged part of the zone’s 

HIGHLIGHTS:   
 BRAZIL: 1.4 million cases of dengue, to include more than 520 deaths. Brazil is the country with the highest number of cases. 
 PARAGUAY: The country is facing its worst dengue epidemic with 32,000 hemorrhagic or acute cases. 
 BOLIVIA: Some 10,000 people have been affected by flooding in the department of Cochabamba. 
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agricultural crops, although specific data is 

still not available. 
Source: Government of Bolivia vía FM Bolivia. 

 

COLOMBIA: According to assessments, 

some 4,315 people were affected by flooding 

in the Department of Chocó. Authorities 

distributed humanitarian aid to affected 

people, which included cleaning supplies, 

basic kitchen utensils, sheets and 

mattresses.   
Source: National Unit for Disaster Risk Management. 

 

EXTREME COLD 
GUATEMALA: Authorities have equipped 

some 100 temporary emergency shelters to 

attend people affected by the cold season 

that began this month.  Some 40 individuals 

were attended to last month.  The plan for 

low temperatures contemplates opening 

more than 300 temporary shelters as the 

numbers of affected increases.  In 2012, the 

cold season in Guatemala affected more than 

10,000 people. 
Source: National Coordinator for Disaster Reduction. 

 


