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Situation overview:  

 The county received rains during the month with Matuga sub-county having received 401.3 mm 

for an average 14 days and 437 mm for 20 days in Msambweni sub-county. Torrential rains caused 

flooding in Vanga ward in Lungalunga sub-county. 

 The condition of natural vegetation and pasture has generally improved across both livelihood 

zones due to the rains received. A 6.3% decrease in the distances to grazing areas was recorded 

from 3.15 km last month to 2.95 km this month. The furthest distances were recorded in the 

livestock livelihood zone at 3.1 km while the shortest were posted in the mixed farming livelihood 

zone at 2.8 km. Areas around Gulanze in the livestock farming zone recorded the highest distances 

at 6.3 km similar to last month.  

 The main water sources for both livestock use and domestic consumption remained water pans and 

dams similar to last month. Other main water sources include boreholes, shallow wells, springs, 

natural ponds and rivers and traditional river wells. 

 Return distances to water sources for households recorded a 33.3% decrease from 2.1 km posted 

last month to 1.4 km recorded this month. The county’s aquifer water levels have been replenished 

with the on-going rains hence the decrease. The livestock farming zone posted the longest distance 

at 1.8 km while the least distance was recorded in the mixed farming livelihood zone at 1.0 km. 

Access to water for households was easier this month as distances to water sources had reduced 

across both livelihood zones. Furthermore, current return distances were shorter than normal for 

this time of the year.  

 Livestock prices decreased during the month. Goat prices registered a 12.2% decrease from Kshs 

2,502 to Kshs 2,196.6 currently. The mixed farming zone posted the highest price at Kshs 2,400 

while the livestock farming one recorded the least at Kshs 1,993. Cattle prices followed a similar 

trend although at a smaller scale as they decreased from Kshs 23,875 last month to Kshs 23,500 

currently. Sales in cattle were mainly in the livestock farming zone. The general price decline in 

both livelihood zones was largely attributed to increased sales in order to obtain school fees for 

children of school-going age. 

 Maize prices rose during the month. In May, a kilogram of maize was trading at Kshs 44.09 

compared to Kshs 40.9 in April, indicative of a 9.78% increase in price. Inter-livelihood zone 

disparities in price were recorded as the livestock farming zone posted Kshs 46.4 in comparison to 

the mixed farming livelihood zone’s Kshs 43.4. Maize prices increased across both livelihood 

zones during the month. Areas around Chengoni and Dumbule in Kinango sub-county posted the 

highest maize prices at Kshs 68.3 and Kshs 55.0 respectively.  

 Similarly, posho prices rose during the month. A 9.5% increase in price was recorded from Kshs 

46.95 in April to Kshs 51.4 in May. The prices also increased across both livelihood zones as the 

livestock farming livelihood zone posted the least price at Kshs 48.8 compared to Kshs 41.9 last 

month and the mixed farming livelihood zone posted the highest at Kshs 54 compared to Kshs 52 

in April. The highest prices were recorded around areas such as Tiwi at Kshs 54 and Kasemeni at 

Kshs 50. The increase in posho prices is attributed to a general increase in demand as household 

maize stocks dwindle. 

 The main source of income this month was casual labour similar to last month. There was an 

increase in the number of people relying on it for income from 52% last month to 54% in May. 

Other sources of income include the sale of charcoal (8%), petty trading (19%), formal 
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employment (7%), remittances (6%), and the sale of crops (15%) and sale of livestock products 

(8%). 

 There was a 5.7% increase in the average daily wage rate from Kshs 201.5 recorded last month to 

Kshs 213 posted in May. The mixed farming livelihood zone posted the highest wage rate at Kshs 

226 while the livestock farming one recorded the least at Kshs 200. The average daily wage rate 

increased across both livelihood zones.  

 The number of children at risk remained the same as last month at 4.8%. The highest proportion of 

children at risk was recorded in the livestock farming one at 6.9% having decreased from 7.1% last 

month, while the least proportion was recorded in the mixed farming zone at 2.7% almost similar 

to last month’s 2.6%. Areas that reported high numbers of children at risk include Chengoni (16%) 

and Vigurungani (11.4%) in the livestock farming zone. 

 The early warning stage for May 2014 for the entire county is alert with an improving trend. 

 

Current Interventions in food security in Kwale County  

1) Food aid  

 The following food commodities were dispatched under the Supplementary Feeding Program in 

Kinango sub-county: 0.593 MT of plumpy supp, 0.118 MT of vegetable oil, 1.175 MT of CSB+. 

 Distribution of 500 bags of rice, 200 bags of beans and 50 cartons of vegetable oil in Matuga sub- 

county. Distribution of 500 bags of rice, 200 bags of beans and 50 cartons of vegetable oil in 

Msambweni sub-county. The food was received from the Directorate of Special Programmes.  

 

2) Non-food aid 

 The livestock department undertook the following interventions in the month of May 

o Distribution of 420 bucks under the meat goat improvement project in Kinondo, McKinnon, 

Chengoni/Samburu, Kasemeni, Kinango and Mwavumbo wards 

o Distribution of 16 boran bulls under the beef cattle improvement project in Mwereni and 

Ndavaya wards 

o Distribution of 4,200 pullets and 980 cocks under the local poultry improvement project in 

Puma, Kubo South, Waa/Ng’ombeni, Tiwi, Ukunda, Kombato and Ramisi wards 

o Distribution of 16 dairy cattle in Mkongani and Tsimba/Golini wards 

o Training of 30 farmers per ward for each of the above enterprises at a cost of 2.5M. 

o Distribution of 60 beehives and 80 accessory kits to groups in Pongwe/Kikoneni ward 

 The nutrition department undertook the following interventions during the month: 

o Polio campaign conducted targeting the vaccination of all children aged below five years. 

o Malezi bora campaign conducted on 5
th

 to 17
th

 May 2014 with an aim to strengthen mother and 

children’s health. 

 Negotiations to formalize livestock trade between Kenya and Tanzania were held between officials 

of the county government of Kwale and their counterparts in Tanzania  
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   Recommendations  

 Intensify tree planting in farms and schools and rehabilitation of  kayas to take full advantage of 

the on-going long rains 

 Monitor nutrition status of children in Chengoni and Vigurungani areas in the livestock farming 

livelihood zone which have posted comparatively high malnutrition rates 

 Train farmers in the mixed farming zone on post harvest handling techniques  
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1. Stability  

1.1 Rainfall.  

1.1.1 Amount of rainfall 

 Rains have been received in the county this month with Matuga sub-county recording 401.3 mm 

for an average 14 days and 437 mm for 20 days in Msambweni sub-county. Both of these were 

recorded in the mixed farming zone and were well above the normal rainfall received for this time 

of the year.  

1.1.2 Temporal and spatial distribution  

 The rains were well-distributed in Matuga and Msambweni sub-counties (which comprise most 

parts of the mixed farming zone). Illustrated below is the average amount of rainfall received for 

Matuga sub-county compared to the long-term average for 07-13 and the rainfall estimates as 

received from satellite imagery. 

 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Long term 07-13 8.0 11.0 25.0 67.2 69.0 75.9 52.2 66.5 103.8 101.7 158.6 69.5

Average rainfall 2014 4 20.2 252 135.25 401.3
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1.2. Natural Vegetation and Pasture condition.  

1.2.1 Quality and quantity. 

 Natural vegetation and pasture’s condition has improved in comparison to last month due to the 

rains received in both livelihood zones. 

1.2.2 Distance to grazing areas. 

 The average return distance to grazing areas was recorded at 2.95 km having reduced by 6.3% 

compared to 3.15 km recorded last month as shown in the graph below. The decrease was 

attributable to the rains that were received in the county across both livelihood zones. 
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Long-term average 07-13 3.5 4.0 5.1 4.875 3.975 4.1 4.8 4.9 5.3 5.1 4.3 3.7

Return distances to grazing areas 
2014 4.5 5.95 5.15 3.15 2.95

Average return distances to grazing areas  versus long-term  average for 
May 2014 in Kwale County

 
  Source: NDMA sample sites (sample size n = 360) 

 The furthest distances were recorded in the livestock farming zone at 3.1 km having increased by 

14.8% compared to 2.7 km posted last month. The least distance was posted in the mixed farming 

zone at 2.8 km having decreased by 22.2 % from 3.6 km recorded last month. The furthest distance 

was recorded in areas around Gulanze in Kinango sub-county at 6.3 km following a brief dry spell.  

 The current return distances to grazing areas were below normal for this period of the year. 

 

1.3 Water sources and availability  
 

1.3.1 Main sources of water. 

 The main sources of water remained the same for both livestock and human consumption in the 

county which included water pans, boreholes, shallow wells, springs, natural ponds and rivers and 

traditional river wells. These are the normal sources of water for this time of the year.  

 

1.3.2 Household access to water.  

 Access to water by households continue to show a downward trend as average return distances to 

water points decreased to 1.4 km by 33.3% compared to 2.1 km posted last month. The graph 

below shows the current situation in relation to the normal situation expected at this time of the 

year.  

 



EWS BULLETIN MAY 2014 | KWALE COUNTY   8 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Long term 07-13 2.2 2.4 2.8 2.6 2.4 2.4 2.5 2.5 2.7 2.6 2.4 2.1

Average distance 2014 2.8 2.8 2.4 2.1 1.4
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Average distance in km for households' access to water in May 2014 vs long-
term average 07-13 in Kwale County

        Source: NDMA sample sites (sample size n = 360) 

 

 In the mixed farming zone, the distance decreased by 62.96% from 2.7 km last month to 1 km this 

month, while in the livestock farming zone, the distance increased slightly from 1.5 km recorded 

last month to 1.8 km posted this month. Water points have recharged owing to the fair rainfall 

received in both livelihood zones. 

 The recorded distances in both livelihood zones were 41.7% shorter than the normal distances for 

this time of the year.  

1.3.3 Livestock access to water. 

 Livestock are currently trekking 2-5 km in the livestock farming zone. In the mixed farming zone, 

the return distances to water sources for livestock remained at 1-2 km similar to last month which 

is expected for this time of the year. Livestock are currently walking short distances compared to 

normal since most natural ponds near homesteads have collected water thereby increasing 

availability. 

1.4. Emerging issues. 

1.4.1 Insecurity/Conflict/Human Displacement 

  No cases of insecurity, conflict or human displacement have been reported during the month 

under review.  

1.4.2 Migration 

 No major migration has been witnessed this month.  

1.5 Implications on food security 

 With the onset of the rains, pasture and browse has begun rejuvenating which has been manifested 

in the reduced distances to grazing areas. Livestock production is therefore on an improving trend 

as livestock experience less stress to access pasture. Access to water by households has also 

improved slightly as a result of the rains as water aquifers get replenished which has reduced the 

amount of time taken to draw water and distances to water sources for households. Consequently, 

they are able to engage in other income and food-generating activities such as land preparation 

which are an important event in the production calendar at this time of the year.  
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2.   Availability 

2.1. Livestock production. 

2.1.1. Livestock body condition. 

 The livestock body condition for both small and large stock is good in both livelihood zones. The 

improved quality and quantity of pasture and browse as a result of the recent rains recieved 

resulted in the improvement of most livestock’s body condition.  

 

2.1.2 Livestock diseases. 

 Foot and Mouth Disease in cattle and New Castle Disease outbreak in poultry have been reported 

in some parts of the county as was the case last month.  

2.2 Crop production. 

2.2.1. Timeliness and status of crops.  

 The on-going activities for this month are planting and weeding for the earlier planted crop. The 

timeliness of the on-going farm activities is normal for this time of the year. Households that had 

planted legumes such as cowpeas and green grams are harvesting on a small scale while harvesting 

of the staple food crop (maize) is set to begin next month. Some parts of the mixed farming zone 

are expected  to have a good harvest as the rains have performed well. 

2.2.2. Pests and diseases.  

 No pests or diseases that would have a significant impact on food security have been reported in 

the month. 

2.2.3. Crop Harvests. 

 Crop harvests recorded in the month include coconuts, vegetables, mangoes, passion and cassava.  

 

2.3 Implication on food security 

 Livestock body condition has improved considerably due to improved availability of pasture, 

browse and water. Consequently, milk production has also improved which has boosted household 

incomes. The impact of the rains on crop production has also been positive with the harvests of 

crops such as cassava, cowpeas, green grams and coconuts. The rains have also occasioned 

increased availability of local vegetables which have continued to supplement domestic dietary 

requirements. 
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3. Access.   

3.1 Livestock marketing.  

3.1.1 Goat prices. 

 A medium-sized 3-yr-old goat was trading at Kshs 2,196.6 having decreased by a 12.2% margin 

from Kshs 2,502.35 recorded in April as indicated in the graph below. Many households resorted 

trade in their goats for sale in exchange for school fees for their school-going children. 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Long-term average 07-13 1972 1907 1951 1905 1849 1809 1750 2041 1900 2092 2500 2091

Average goat prices 2014 2788 2459 2178 2502 2197
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Average goat prices at household level for  May 2014

versus long-term average 07-13 for Kwale County

 Source: NDMA sample sites (sample size n = 360) 

 

 The mixed farming zone posted the highest price at Kshs. 2,400 having decreased by 15% from 

Kshs.2, 833.3 posted last month whilst the livestock farming livelihood zone recorded the lowest 

price at Kshs 1,993.2 having decreased by 8.2% from Kshs. 2,171.4 posted last month. The 

lowest prices were posted in areas around Vigurungani at Kshs 1,731 and Sega at Kshs 2,200.  

 The current goat prices were higher than normal for this time of the year. 

 

3.1.2 Cattle prices 

 A medium-sized 3-yr old bull was selling at Kshs 23,500 compared to Kshs 23,875 recorded last 

month, indicative of an insignificant decrease of 1.57% in price. The sale was however only 

recorded in the livestock farming zone as shown in the graph below. 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Long term ave 07-13 18834 16399. 13731 14590.14025. 15148 11930. 10473 13881.15305. 18503 21602.

Average cattle prices 2014 21125 18333 17750 23875 23500
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Average household cattle prices for Kwale County in
May 2014 versus long-term average 07-13

 Source: NDMA sample sites (sample size n = 360) 
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 The livestock farming livelihood zone recorded Kshs 23,500 compared to Kshs. 23,875 posted last 

month. The highest prices were posted in areas around Chengoni at Kshs 32,000. Livestock sales 

were mainly in the livestock farming zone as households traded in their livestock in exchange for 

money to buy food as they held no stocks from the previous season. 

 The price was higher than normal although the trend was as expected for this time of the year. 

 

3.2 Grain Marketing. 

3.2.1 Market price of maize  

 The retail price of a kilogram of maize was Kshs 44.9 this month compared to Kshs 40.9 in April 

recording 9.78% increase as illustrated in the graph below.  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Maize long-term 
average 07-13

37.2 38.5 39.1 39.6 43.9 42.6 45.0 41.6 37.2 38.3 38.2 37.6

Average maize price 
2014

43.7 43.4 41.0 40.9 44.9
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Average maize prices at household level for May 2014 versus long-term 
average 07-13 for Kwale County

 
 Source: NDMA sample sites (sample size n = 360) 

 Noticeable inter-livelihood zone variations in price were recorded as the highest price was posted 

in the livestock farming zone at Kshs 46.4 up by 14.57% compared to Kshs 40.5 posted last 

month. The least price was recorded in the mixed farming zone at Kshs 43.5 up by 5.08% 

compared to Kshs 41.3 recorded last month. Some areas in this zone continued to exhibit inflated 

maize prices in selected areas such as Chengoni and Dumbule where a kilogram of maize was 

retailing at an average price of Kshs 68.3 and Kshs 55 respectively. 

 The current price was almost normal price for this time of the year. 

 

3.2.2. Market price of posho.  

 The selling price of a kilogram of posho was Kshs 51.4 compared to Kshs 46.95 posted last month, 

indicative of a 9.5% increase in price. 
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Posho long-term average 07-13 47.25 46.5 44.1 48.45 48.6 49.125 49.6 47.3 43.82544.32545.95 46.45

Average posho price 2014 55.65 49.1 51.8 46.95 51.4
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Average posho prices at household level for May 2014 versus 
long-term average 07-13 in Kwale County

  Source: NDMA sample sites (sample size n = 360) 

 

 The highest price was recorded in the mixed farming zone at Kshs 54 while the lowest was 

recorded in the livestock farming zone at Kshs 48.8. The former livelihood zone recorded an 

increase of 3.8% from Kshs 52 to Kshs 54 while in the latter livelihood zone, prices also 

increased by 16.47% from Kshs. 41.9 to Kshs 48.8 compared to last month. Posho prices per 

kilogram were quite high in some areas e.g. Kshs. 54 in Tiwi in the mixed farming livelihood 

zone. 

 The current price was 5.76% above the normal price at this time of the year.  

 

3.3. Income. 

 The main source of income this month was casual labour similar to last month with the proportion 

of households relying on it recorded at 54 % having increased from 52% compared to last month. 

49.46% of the households in the mixed farming livelihood zone relied on casual labour as their 

main source of income compared to 50.54% in the livestock farming livelihood zone. Other 

sources of income were as shown below.  

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

   Source: NDMA sample sites (sample size n =344) 

 

 The average daily wage rate this month was Kshs 213 compared to Kshs 201.5 posted last month 

having increased by 5.7%. The mixed farming zone posted the highest wage rate at Kshs. 226 
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Income sources in Kwale County

May  2014
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having increased by 7.6% from Kshs. 210 compared to last month while the livestock farming 

zone posted the least at Kshs 200 depicting a 3.63% increase compared to Kshs 193 recorded last 

month.  

 

3.4. Implications on food security. 

 Although terms of trade worsened for most households this month compared to last month, food 

commodity prices remained within a normal range as livestock prices dropped. The resultant 

combination of these factors served to ensure a stable trend in food security which was further 

reinforced by the slight increase in the availability of casual labour and the improved wage rate 

this month. The state of affairs is expected to improve next month as the early planted crop will be 

ready for harvesting. 

 

 

 

 

4. Utilization. 

4.1 Nutrition status. 

 The percentage of children at risk of malnutrition has decreased insignificantly to 4.8% this month 

compared to 4.85% recorded in April.  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Long term mean 06-13 7.3 7.41 6.58 7.02 7.1 6.47 7.01 7.0 6.82 7.17 6.13 6.6

Average MUAC 2014 4.50 7.05 5.45 4.85 4.80

0.0

2.0

4.0

6.0

8.0

%
 M

U
A

C

Average Mid-Upper Arm Circumference for May 2014 versus 
long-term average 06-13 in Kwale County

       Source: NDMA sample sites (sample size n = 1814) 

 

 The highest share of children at risk was posted in the livestock farming zone at 6.9% having 

decreased from 7.1% last month. The mixed farming zone posted the least proportion of children 

at risk at 2.7% which insignificantly increased from 2.6% posted last month. Specific hotspots in 

this zone with a particularly high proportion of children at risk include Chengoni (16%) and 

Vigurungani (11.4%).  

 The proportion of children at risk was below normal for this time of the year. 
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4.2 Health.  

 Diarrhea, chicken pox, worm infestation, malaria and upper respiratory tract infections were 

reported this month. 

 5. Current intervention measures and coping strategies 

5.1 Food aid  

 The following food commodities were dispatched under the Supplementary Feeding Program by 

KRCS in conjunction with WFP, MOH and NDMA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Matuga and Msambweni sub-counties each received and distributed 500 bags of rice, 200 bags of 

beans and 50 cartons of vegetable oil obtained from the Directorate of Special Programs. 

5.2 Non-food aid 

 Livestock department 

o 420 bucks were distributed under the meat goat improvement project in Kinondo, McKinnon, 

Chengoni/Samburu, Kasemeni, Kinango and Mwavumbo wards 

o 16 boran bulls were distributed under the beef cattle improvement project in Ndavaya and 

Mwereni wards. 

o 980 cocks and 4,200 pullets were distributed under the local poultry improvement project in 

Puma, Kubo South, Waa/Ng’ombeni, Tiwi, Ukunda, Kombato and Ramisi wards 

o 16 dairy cattle were distributed in Tsimba/Golini and Mkongani wards 

o Training of 30 farmers per ward for each of the above enterprises at a cost of 2.5M. 

o  

 Nutrition department 

o Polio campaign was conducted targeting the vaccination of all children aged below five years 

o Malezi bora campaign was conducted on 5th to 17th May 2014 with an aim to strengthen 

mother and children’s health. 

 

5.3 Coping strategies 

 The coping strategy index for May 2014 remained at 2.2 as posted in April.  

 The main coping mechanisms employed include increased reduction in number and meal rations, 

skipping of meals, engaging in casual labour, purchasing food on credit and the sale of charcoal.  

 The coping strategy index was normal in both the livestock and mixed farming livelihood zones at 

2.3 and 2.1 respectively. 

 

 

 

 

 

Commodity CSB+ Vegetable 

Oil 

Plumpy Supp 

Unit MT MT MT 

Kinango  1.175 0.118 0.593 

Total  1.175 0.118 0.593 
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6.0 Recommendations 

 Tree planting campaigns and rehabilitation of kayas should be intensified to take advantage of the 

adequate moisture build-up brought about by the rains. 

 There should be continued monitoring of malnutrition in Chengoni and Vigurungani areas in the 

livestock farming zone which have high malnutrition rates. 

 Training of farmers on post-harvesting techniques as a bumper harvest is expected in some parts of 

the mixed farming livelihood zone. 

 

The early warning stage May 2014 for the entire county is alert with an improving trend. 

 

 


