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Situation overview:  

 The county continued to receive off-season showers this month which was not normal for this time 

of the year. The mixed farming zone posted 236.2 mm for an average 8 rainy days while the 

livestock farming one posted the highest amount at 311.8 mm for an average 9.8 rainy days. Both 

zones posted higher than normal amounts expected for this time of the year. 

 The condition of natural vegetation and pasture remained good similar to last month as distances to 

grazing areas remained at 2.5 km similar to last month. The highest distances were recorded in the 

mixed farming zone at 2.7 km while the shortest ones were posted in the livestock farming zone at 

2.4 km. Some areas around Gulanze in the livestock farming zone recorded the highest distances at 

6.0 km similar to last month.  

 The main water sources for both livestock use and domestic consumption remained water pans and 

dams similar to last month. Other main water sources include boreholes, shallow wells, springs, 

natural ponds and rivers and traditional river wells.  

 Access to water for households remained similar to last month as households had to walk 1.85km 

to water sources in August compared to 1.7 km posted in July. The mixed farming zone recorded 

the highest distance at 1.9 km while the livestock farming zone posted the least distance at 1.8 km. 

 Livestock prices increased during the month. Goat prices increased by 12.7% from Kshs 2,076 last 

month to Kshs 2,340 in August while cattle prices increased by 32.1% from Kshs 18,500 last 

month to Kshs 24,447 this month. The prices increased as households are holding on to their 

livestock since there is no driving force to sell due to good harvests.  

 Cereal-legume prices reduced as harvesting is on-going. A kilogram of maize was trading at Kshs 

40 down from Kshs 41.2 last month. There were minimal inter-livelihood zone differences as the 

livestock farming zone recorded Kshs 40.4 while the mixed farming one posted Kshs 39.6. Areas 

around Chengoni posted high maize prices at Kshs 60.0. 

 Casual labour remained the main source of income this month similar to last month with other 

sources being the sale of charcoal, petty trading, formal employment, remittances, the sale of crops 

and sale of livestock products. The average daily wage rate remained similar to last month at Kshs 

206.5 compared to Kshs 204 recorded in July. The mixed farming zone recorded the highest wage 

rate at Kshs 210 while the least wage rate was posted in the livestock farming zone at Kshs 203. 

 The proportion of children at risk of malnutrition reduced insignificantly from 4.56% last month to 

4.15% in August. The livestock farming zone recorded the highest number of children at risk at 

5.8% while the mixed farming zone recorded the least number at 2.5%. Hotspots in malnutrition 

include Vigurungani at 13.3% and Chengoni at 14.7%, both in Kinango sub-county. 

 The early warning stage for August 2014 for the entire county is normal with a stable trend. 

 

Current Interventions in food security in Kwale County  

1) Food aid  

 Distribution of 5 metric tons of CSB, 0.055 metric tons of vegetable oil and 1.038 metric tons 

of plumpy supp in Matuga sub county under the supplementary feeding programme 

 Distribution of 0.05 metric tons of CSB, 0.004 metric tons of vegetable oil and 0.565 metric 

tons of plumpy supp in Msambweni sub county under the supplementary feeding programme 

 Distribution of 1.275 metric tons of CSB, 0.088 metric tons of vegetable oil and 2.757 metric 

tons of plumpy supp in Kinango sub county under the supplementary feeding programme 
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2) Non-food aid 

 25 boreholes rehabilitated in Lunga Lunga, Vanga and Tsimba/Golini Wards through collaboration 

with Team and Team 

 Coast Water Services Board installed solar pump and constructed a cattle trough at Lwara 

[Mkongani Ward] and installed pumps, constructed pump houses with steel 10
3 

storage
 
tanks at 

Mazumalume [Tsimba/Golini Ward] and Mwapala 

 Distribution of 20 dairy cattle to Tsimba-Golini and Mkongani wards and 8 boran bulls in 

Ndavaya and Mwereni wards. These were distributed to farmer groups by the county government. 

 Identification of sites for establishment of community small scale irrigation by the county 

government 

 Training on post harvest management of cereals by the department of agriculture  

 

 

       Recommendations  

 Intensify post harvest management of cereals/grain to prevent losses 

 Servicing and maintenance of tractors purchased by the county government in readiness for land 

preparation for the short rains season 

 Advise merchants to start stocking recommended certified seeds and fertilizers for the short rains 

season. 

 Encourage farmers to commence early land preparation for the short rains cropping season 

 Encourage farmers to conserve pasture as the dry spell sets in 

 Encourage livestock farmers to acquire improved breeds 

 Routine vaccination of livestock to boost their immunity so as to prevent disease outbreaks during 

the dry season 

 Monitoring of nutrition situation in the livestock farming zone especially in Vigurungani and 

Chengoni areas in Kinango sub county. 
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1. Stability  

1.1 Rainfall.  

1.1.1 Amount of rainfall 

 Msambweni sub-county recorded the highest rainfall amount at 177 mm followed by Matuga sub-

county at 80.6 mm. Kinango sub-county received the least rainfall at 48.5 mm. These amounts 

were above-normal for this time of the year for all sub-counties owed to the off-season showers 

that were still on-going. 

1.1.2 Temporal and spatial distribution  

 The mixed farming zone posted 236.2 mm for an average 8 rainy days while the livestock farming 

one posted the highest amount at 311.8 mm for an average 9.8 rainy days.  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Long term 07-13 8.0 11.0 25.0 67.2 69.0 75.9 52.2 66.5 103.8 101.7 158.6 69.5

Average rainfall 2014 4 20.2 252 135.25 401.3 148.5 104.75 80.6
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Average rainfall for August 2014 versus long-term average 07-13
in Kwale Sub - county

  

1.2. Natural Vegetation and Pasture condition.  

1.2.1 Quality and quantity 

 The quality and quantity of natural vegetation and pasture has remained good similar to last month 

as a result of the good rains received in the county. 

1.2.2 Distance to grazing areas. 

 The average return distance to grazing areas was recorded at 2.55 km having remained similar to 

last month as shown in the graph below.  
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Long-term average 07-13 3.5 4.0 5.1 4.875 3.975 4.1 4.8 4.9 5.3 5.1 4.3 3.7

Return distances to grazing 
areas 2014

4.5 5.95 5.15 3.15 2.95 2.3 2.5 2.55

Average return distances to grazing areas  versus long-term  average for 
August 2014 in Kwale County

 
Source: NDMA sample sites (sample size n = 360) 

 The highest distances were recorded in the mixed farming zone at 2.7 km having remained similar 

to the 2.6 km posted in July. The least distance was posted in the livestock farming zone at 2.4 km 

having remained the same as last month. The furthest distance was recorded in areas around 

Gulanze in Kinango sub-county at 6.0 km.  

 The current return distances to grazing areas were below normal for this period of the year. 

 

1.3 Water sources and availability  
 

1.3.1 Main sources of water. 

 The main sources of water remained the same for both livestock and human consumption in the 

county which included water pans, boreholes, shallow wells, springs, natural ponds and rivers and 

traditional river wells. These are the normal sources of water for this time of the year.  

 

1.3.2 Household access to water.  

 Access to water by households remained similar to last month as average return distances to water 

points increased slightly by from 1.7 km last month to 1.85 km this month. The graph below 

shows the current situation in relation to the normal situation expected at this time of the year.  
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Long term 07-13 2.2 2.4 2.8 2.6 2.4 2.4 2.5 2.5 2.7 2.6 2.4 2.1

Average distance 2014 2.8 2.8 2.45 2.1 1.4 1.4 1.7 1.85
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Average distance in km for households' access to water in August 2014 vs 

long-term average 07-13 in Kwale County

        

Source: NDMA sample sites (sample size n = 360) 

 

 In the mixed farming zone, the distance recorded was 1.9 km having remained almost similar to 

last month’s 1.8 km, while in the livestock farming zone, it rose slightly from 1.6 km posted last 

month to 1.8 km in August.  

 The recorded distances in both livelihood zones were shorter than the normal distances expected 

for this time of the year.  

1.3.3 Livestock access to water. 

 Livestock are currently trekking 1-2 km in both the livestock farming zone and the mixed farming 

zones similar to last month. Access to water by livestock has generally improved since most 

natural ponds near homesteads have collected water due to sufficient recharge after the rains. 

There were no variations noted across both livelihood zones with water likely to last at least 3 

months in the livestock farming zone and 5 months in the mixed farming zone. 

1.4. Emerging issues. 

1.4.1 Insecurity/Conflict/Human Displacement 

  The influx of herds of cattle by Somali herders in areas around Samburu division has led to 

depletion of pasture and water. 

1.4.2 Migration 

 No major migration has been witnessed this month.  

1.5 Implications on food security 

 The impacts of the long rains continue this month as households’ and livestock’s accessibility to 

water sources having been improved considerably. Pasture and browse is also abundant in most 

parts of the county except for a few areas in the livestock farming zone. These areas are mostly 

found in Kinango and Lunga Lunga sub-counties.  

2.   Availability 

2.1. Livestock production. 

2.1.1. Livestock body condition. 

 The livestock body condition for both small and large stock remains good across both livelihood 

zones and has been on an improving trend similar to last month. The positive trend was owed to 
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the increased availability of livestock feed and water as a result of above-normal rains received in 

the county. 

 

2.1.2 Livestock diseases. 

 Increasing cases of New Castle Disease have been reported across most parts of the county. 

2.2 Crop production. 

2.2.1. Timeliness and status of crops.  

 The on-going activities for the month include harvesting of green maize, cowpeas and green 

grams. Other households who planted late are also weeding which is normal for this time of the 

year.  

2.2.2. Pests and diseases.  

 No pests or diseases that would have a significant impact on food security have been reported in 

the month under review.  

2.2.3. Crop Harvests. 

 Crop harvests recorded in the month include oranges, coconuts, green maize, vegetables, rice, 

mangoes, passion and cassava similar to last month.  

 

2.3 Implication on food security 

 Livestock body condition has improved considerably due to improved availability of foliage and 

accessibility to water. Livestock production has consequently improved as milk production has 

portrayed an upward trend. Crop production has also been on a positive trend as households have 

harvested food stocks that are likely to last approximately 3-6 months.  

 

3. Access.   

3.1 Livestock marketing.  

3.1.1 Goat prices. 

 A medium-sized 3-yr-old goat was selling at Kshs 2,340 having increased by a 12.7% margin from 

Kshs 2,076 recorded last month as indicated in the graph below. The increase in price was largely 

due to the fact that most households still had some food stocks in store from the recent harvests 

and were therefore not compelled to trade off their livestock in order to buy 

food.
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Long-term average 07-13 1972 1907 1951 1905 1849 1809 1750 2041 1900 2092 2500 2091

Average goat prices 2014 2788 2459 2178 2502 2197 2308 2076 2340
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Average goat prices at household level for August 2014

versus long-term average 07-13 for Kwale County

 Source: NDMA sample sites (sample size n = 360) 

 

 The mixed farming zone recorded the highest price at Kshs 2,400 having increased by 20% from 

Kshs 2,000 recorded in July. The lowest price was recorded in the livestock farming zone at Kshs 

2280.8 having risen by 6% from Kshs 2,152.5 recorded last month. The lowest prices were 

recorded in Kinango sub-county in areas around Gulanze and Dumbule at Kshs 1,500. 

 The current goat prices were higher than normal for this time of the year. 

 

3.1.2 Cattle prices 

 A medium-sized 3-yr old bull was selling at an average price of Kshs 24,447 compared to Kshs 

18,500 recorded last month, indicative of a 32.1% increase in price as shown in the graph below. 

The sales were however only recorded in the livestock farming zone. Households still had food in 

stores and therefore livestock sales were not rife in the county. 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Long term ave 07-13 18834 16399. 13731 14590. 14025. 15148 11930. 10473 13881. 15305. 18503 21602.

Average cattle prices 2014 21125 18333 17750 23875 23500 18000 18500 24447

0

5000

10000

15000

20000

25000

30000

K
s
h

s

Average household cattle prices for Kwale County in
August 2014 versus long-term average 07-13

 Source: NDMA sample sites (sample size n = 360) 

 

 The price was higher than normal for this time of the year. 

 

3.2 Grain Marketing. 

3.2.1 Market price of maize  

 The retail price of a kilogram of maize remained almost similar to last month at Kshs 40.0. The 

stable price trend was attributed to recent harvests from the long rain season crop. The graph 

below illustrates the trend in maize prices.  
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Maize long-term average 07-13 37.20 38.55 39.10 39.60 43.90 42.60 45.00 41.65 37.20 38.30 38.25 37.68

Average maize price 2014 43.75 43.45 41.0 40.9 44.9 45.4 41.2 40.0
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Average maize prices at household level for August 2014 versus long-term average 07-
13 for Kwale County

Source: NDMA sample sites (sample size n = 360) 

 There were minimal inter-livelihood zone variations as the two livelihood zones posted almost 

similar maize prices. The livestock farming zone posted Kshs 40.4 depicting a 16.3% increase 

from Kshs 47 recorded last month. The mixed farming zone recorded Kshs 39.6. Chengoni in the 

mixed farming zone continued to post high maize prices at Kshs 60 for the month of August. 

 The current price was slightly lower than expected for this time of the year. 

 

3.2.2. Market price of posho.  

 A kilogram of posho was trading at Kshs 48.9 similar to last month. The price of posho remained 

the same due to the recent harvests from the long rains season crop. 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Posho long-term average 07-13 47.3 46.5 44.1 48.5 48.6 49.1 49.6 47.3 43.8 44.3 46.0 46.5

Average posho price 2014 55.7 49.1 51.8 47.0 51.4 52.9 48.8 48.9
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Average posho prices at household level for August 2014 versus 
long-term average 07-13 in Kwale County

  Source: NDMA sample sites (sample size n = 360) 

 

 The lowest price was recorded in the mixed farming zone at Kshs 47.7 having reduced by 4.6% 

from Kshs 50 posted in the previous month while the highest price was to be found in the 

livestock farming zone at Kshs 50 having increased by 5.2% from Kshs 47.5. 

 The current price was almost similar to the normal price at this time of the year.  

 

3.3. Income. 
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 The main source of income this month was casual labour similar to last month with other sources 

of income shown in the pie-chart below.  

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

           Source: NDMA sample sites (sample size n =345) 
 

 The average daily wage rate this month remained almost the same this month at Kshs 206.5 

compared to Kshs 204 posted in July. The mixed farming zone recorded the highest average daily 

wage rate at Kshs 210 compared to Kshs 203 in the livestock farming zone.  

 

3.4. Implications on food security. 

 The food security situation remained good as food commodity prices fell while those of livestock, 

both for small and large stock, rose. Consequently, the terms of trade were favourable this month 

similar to last month. This trend is likely to continue throughout the harvesting season. Livestock 

are likely to maintain good body condition and therefore competitive market prices. Crop 

production on the other hand is also on the upward trend especially for the households who planted 

late.  

4. Utilization. 

4.1 Nutrition status. 

 The percentage of children at risk of malnutrition reduced slightly from 4.56% in July to 4.15% in 

August as illustrated in the graph below.  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Long term mean 06-13 7.3 7.41 6.58 7.02 7.1 6.47 7.01 7.0 6.82 7.17 6.13 6.6

Average MUAC 2014 4.50 7.05 5.45 4.85 4.80 3.85 4.56 4.15
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Average Mid-Upper Arm Circumference for August 2014 versus 
long-term average 06-13 in Kwale County

 Source: NDMA sample sites (sample size n = 1830) 
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 The highest proportion of children at risk was posted in the livestock farming zone at 5.8% having 

increased slightly from 5.6% last month. The mixed farming zone posted the least proportion of 

children at risk at 2.5% in August compared to 3.5% reported last month. Chengoni in Samburu 

division and Vigurungani in Kinango sub-county remained hotspots for posting 14.7% and 13.3% 

respectively of children at risk of malnutrition.  

 The proportion of children at risk was below normal for this time of the year. 

  

4.2 Health.  

 Diarrhea, diseases of the skin, malaria and upper respiratory tract infections were reported this 

month. 

 5. Current intervention measures and coping strategies 

5.1 Food aid  

 Distribution of 5 metric tons of CSB, 0.055 metric tons of vegetable oil and 1.038 metric tons of 

plumpy supp in Matuga sub county under the supplementary feeding programme 

 Distribution of 0.05 metric tons of CSB, 0.004 metric tons of vegetable oil and 0.565 metric tons of 

plumpy supp in Msambweni sub county under the supplementary feeding programme 

 Distribution of 1.275 metric tons of CSB, 0.088 metric tons of vegetable oil and 2.757 metric tons of 

plumpy supp in Kinango sub county under the supplementary feeding programme 

 

5.2 Non-food aid 

 25 boreholes rehabilitated in Lunga Lunga, Vanga and Tsimba/Golini Wards through collaboration 

with Team and Team 

 Coast Water Services Board installed solar pump and constructed a cattle trough at Lwara 

[Mkongani Ward] and installed pumps, constructed pump houses with steel 10
3 

storage
 
tanks at 

Mazumalume [Tsimba/Golini Ward] and Mwapala 

 Distribution of 20 dairy cattle to Tsimba-Golini and Mkongani wards and 8 boran bulls in 

Ndavaya and Mwereni wards. These were distributed to farmer groups by the county government. 

 Identification of sites for establishment of community small scale irrigation by the county 

government 

 Training on post harvest management of cereals by the department of agriculture  

 

5.3 Coping strategies 

 The coping strategy index for August 2014 was recorded at 1.55 having remained similar to last 

month’s 1.6. 

 The main coping mechanisms employed include reduction in number and meal rations, skipping of 

meals, engaging in casual labour and purchasing food on credit.  

 The coping strategy index was normal in both the livestock and mixed farming livelihood zones at 

1.5 and 1.6 respectively. 

 

6.0 Recommendations 

 Intensify post harvest management of cereals/grain to prevent losses 
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 Servicing and maintenance of tractors purchased by the county government in readiness for land 

preparation for the short rains season 

 Advise merchants to start stocking recommended certified seeds and fertilizers for the short rains 

season. 

 Encourage farmers to commence early land preparation for the short rains cropping season 

 Encourage farmers to conserve pasture as the dry spell sets in 

 Encourage livestock farmers to acquire improved breeds 

 Routine vaccination of livestock to boost their immunity so as to prevent disease outbreaks during 

the dry season 

 Monitoring of nutrition situation in the livestock farming zone especially in Vigurungani and 

Chengoni areas in Kinango sub county 

 

The early warning stage for August 2014 for the entire county is normal with a stable trend. 


