
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WFP Kenya  
Country Brief    
 
 
 

 

April 2016 

 

WFP Assistance 

 
Country Programme 
 
CP 200680 
(July 2014 – June 
2018) 

Total  
Requirements  
(in USD) 

Total 
Received  
(in USD) 
 

6 Month 
Net Funding 
Requirements 
(in USD)* 

126.4 m 
42 m  
(33%) 

11 m 
(63%) 

* May – October 2016 

The main goal is to develop national capacity in 

addressing longer-term hunger and nutrition issues in 

Kenya. It complements the resilience PRRO 200736, and 

prioritises: 1) capacity strengthening for improved 

emergency preparedness and response and 2) 

supporting national social protection and safety net 

systems, including school feeding. This is achieved 

through:  

i) strengthening county governments’ capacity to 

prepare, analyse and respond to shocks and 

accelerating government leadership and 

coordination of safety nets;  

ii) supporting the national school meals programme;  

iii) enhancing market access for smallholder farmers; 

and  

iv) supporting the National Nutrition Action Plan. 

 
Bridging Relief and 
Resilience in the 
Arid and Semi-arid 
Lands  

PRRO 200736 
(May 2015 – April 
2018) 

Total  
Requirements  
(in USD) 

Total 
Received 
(in USD) 
 

6 Month 
Net Funding 
Requirements 
(in USD)* 

266.5 m 
81.5 m  
(31%) 

26.7 m 
(60%) 

             *May – October 2016 

Through this operation, WFP addresses food security and 

nutrition in the arid and semi-arid lands (ASALs) as 

county governments enhance their capacity to prevent 

and respond to sudden and slow-onset disasters. It 

2+focuses on: i) harmonising relief and nutrition support 

with emerging government safety nets; ii) strengthening 

productive assets to improve food security and enhance 

resilience to climate-related shocks; and iii) enhancing 

partnerships to scale and ensure the sustainability of 

assets. Households receive in-kind and cash-based 

transfers, based on funding availability. 

 

Food assistance for 
refugees 
 
PRRO 200737 
(April 2015 – March 

2018) 

Total  
Requirements  
(in USD) 

Total 
Received 
(in USD) 
 

6 Month 
Net Funding 
Requirements 
(in USD)* 

361.8 m 
122 m  
(34%) 

29 m 
(49%) 

 * May – October 2016 

WFP provides general food distributions (GFD) to all 

eligible refugees living in Dadaab and Kakuma camps. 

Assistance is mainly through general distributions: in-

kind food and restricted cash-based transfers. 

Refugees first pass through the biometric fingerprinting 

system to check their eligibility before collecting in-

kind food and cash. This yields efficiency gains and 

significantly enhances accountability. Treatment of 

moderate acute malnutrition is provided to children 

and mothers. To prevent acute malnutrition, 

complementary specialised foods are given to all 

children 6-23 months and pregnant women or mothers 

with young children. School children receive porridge. 

WFP also provides support to the host community 

through asset-creation activities and food-for-training 

(the latter is also available for refugees). 

  

 

Highlights 

 With WFP’s support, the government’s School 

Nutrition and Meals Strategy is near completion.  

 

 WFP held a consultative workshop with partners on 

transitioning asset creation households from transfers 

starting in July 2016. 

  

 WFP increased the food assistance of refugees in 

Kakuma to 100 percent of planned. Those in Dadaab 

continued to receive differentiated rations based on 

household size.  

 

 Funding remains a significant challenge particularly 

for the refugee operation and the school meals 

programme in Kenya.  

Credit: WFP/Challiss McDonough 
Caption: Lunch time in one of the WFP supported 
schools in Nairobi 
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In Numbers 

USD 66.4 million 6-month net funding 

requirements 

1.4 million people assisted in March 2016  
 

47% 53% 

People Assisted 
March 2016 
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Operational Updates 

 With expertise from the Centre of Excellence in 

Brazil, WFP assisted the government to finalise the 

‘School Nutrition and Meals Strategy’ for Kenya. The 

strategy seeks to bring together the benefits in 

education, health, nutrition, agriculture and social 

protection, besides providing a structured market for 

smallholder farmers.  

 Preliminary findings from an end-line survey 

conducted in March 2016 on a hygiene and nutrition 

campaign in schools in Samburu County found there 

was that significant change in behaviour among the 

school children and their parents. For instance, 

children were now found to be washing their hands 

after visiting the latrines, and parents cited 

increased instances of hand washing by their 

children at home.  The campaign will be rolled out in 

Tana River County later in 2016.  

 WFP held a consultative workshop with partners in 

preparation for the transition of asset creation 

households in July. WFP will withdraw cash transfers 

from about 20 percent of households in semi-arid 

areas who now produce or access enough food. A 

small number of households in arid areas will 

transition in September. Affected households will 

receive enhanced technical assistance through 

county and national government and partnerships 

with FAO and IFAD.  

 WFP and UNICEF began the mass electronic 

registration of asset creation for people. The 

registration captured basic personal details in a 

format that will allow a household-by-household 

analysis (through the single registry) of who is 

receiving what under each of the national safety net 

programmes. This information will feed into a policy 

dialogue and give guidance on harmonizing all 

programmes.  

 Results of a vulnerability assessment in Kakuma 

camps found that less than 10 percent of the 

refugees could meet a significant proportion of their 

basic needs from their own resources. Without 

greater economic integration, the opportunities for 

targeting will remain limited. 
 

Challenges 

 WFP is facing a substantial shortfall of funding for 

the refugee operation in 2016. Each month, WFP 

requires USD 9 million to feed nearly 500,000 

refugees living in the camps. With the current level 

of resourcing, including advances taken against 

forecasted contributions, resources for both in-kind 

food and cash-based transfers will start running out 

from September 2016. 

 The school feeding programme is also facing 

significant resource shortfalls (USD 7 million) for 

2016. WFP has taken internal loans to meet May-

August needs, but this needs to be repaid and the 

third school term needs met.  This has a direct 

impact on the success of 450,000 primary school 

children these areas.  

 
 
 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Kenya has diverse natural resources and highly varied 
terrain. The country's highlands comprise one of the most 
successful farming regions in Africa, but 80 percent of the 
Kenya is either arid or semi-arid. Agriculture remains the 
country's main economic driver but is highly dependent on 
seasonal rainfall. Value chains tend to be long, inefficient 

and unresponsive to farmers' needs. 
 
In September 2014, the World Bank reclassified Kenya's 
economy as lower-middle income. However, poverty, food 
insecurity, under-nutrition and income inequality remain 
high; 45.6 percent of Kenyans live below the national 
poverty line. The most severe conditions exist in the arid 

north, which is underdeveloped, drought-prone and is 
often disrupted by local conflicts. There are high rates of 

undernourishment with global acute malnutrition among 
children aged 6 - 59 months often exceeding 15 percent. 
Stunting is above 25 percent in some counties. Net 
enrolment in primary education arid counties is still below 

50 percent. The 2010 Constitution devolved governance, 
which is an attempt to address these developmental 
issues. The country hosts thousands of refugees in camps 
located in Garissa and Turkana. 
 

WFP continues its shift from service delivery to country 
capacity development. The focus is on: i) helping drought-

prone communities to better withstand future shocks, ii) 
strengthening the capacity of national institutions to 
prepare and implement programmes. Smallholder farmers 
are assisted to improve their capacity to engage in formal 
agribusiness. Support to refugees and school children is 
sustained, and innovative solutions explored. Strategic 

partnerships with partners are being consolidated and 

expanded. The assistance is through in-kind and cash-
based transfers, and capacity development activities. WFP 
has been present in Kenya since 1980. 
 
  

 

 

Contact info: Paul Turnbull, paul.turnbull@wfp.org  

Country Director: Annalisa Conte  

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/kenya  

 

Chronic malnutrition: 26% of 

children between 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

145 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Population: 44 million 

mailto:paul.turnbull@wfp.org
http://www.wfp.org/countries/kenya

