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Situation Overview 

 

 Hot and dry weather condition was experienced in the month of August.  However, few parts of the county 

experienced some ‘false rainfall’ in the last dekand of month for about three days. The six months cumulative 

rainfall had a  72.7%  deficit.  

 

 The three months VCI was 24.45 whereas the three months SPI was -0.13 an indication of moderate drought. 

 

 Pasture had depleted in most parts of county with a few exceptional areas in Agro pastoral zones where grass 

remains poor. Browse was fair in Agro pastoral zones. The situation was expected to deteriorate further. 

 .  

 The main sources of water for domestic and livestock were natural rivers, shallow river wells and boreholes. The 
state of water in the county can be described as declining and stressed. 

 

 Distance from the households to the water points on the overall in August increased slightly to 5.7 kilometres 

from 5.36 kilometres in July with some variations across the livelihoods. The average distance covered by 

livestock from the grazing areas to main water sources remained stable since June.  In August this distance was 

6.52 with no major variation across the livelihoods. 

 

 Cattle body condition was described as poor while that of shoats was described as fair. This condition is 

worsening due to depleted pasture. There were minimal variations of livestock body condition over livelihoods 

zones. 

 

 On average household price of cattle remained relatively stable at Kshs 19,000 probably due to reduced sales 

while that of goats declined rapidly from Kshs 3,167 in July to Kshs 2,821 in August. Similarly the average 

household price for sheep reduced from Kshs 3,026 in July to Kshs 2,868 in August. Price variations existed by 

livelihood zones 

 

 The price of maize was stable at  Kshs 45.90  per kilogram in August while that of  beans  slightly increased from 

Kshs 85.40 per kilogram in July to Kshs 89.90 kilogram in August  indicating increased demand for the commodity. 

 

 The average household milk production per day fell significantly from 3.4 liters in July to 2.6 liters in August this 

year.  The result was decline in milk consumption from 2 liters in July to 1.2 liters in August. Variations existed for 

both production and consumption by livelihood zones. 

 

 The term of trade for pastoralists has remained relatively stable since June. In June TOT was 0.42, 0.41 in July and 

0.43 in August. 

 

 The percentage of under five children under the risk of malnutrition in the month of August increased slightly to 

7.04% from 6.5% in July. The progression of the risk was more probable due to reduction in milk production and 

consumption coupled with increasing prices of food stuffs. 

 

 The county was experiencing abnormal both intra and out migration of livestock. Agro Pastoral zones in the 

county were receiving more livestock while there were reported cases of out migration of livestock to Nairobi 

and other neighbouring counties in Ukambani especially to Makueni County. Some livestock had gone as far as 

Kiambu (Thika). 

 

 Based on these indicators and their trends the county was described as in early alarm stage which was worsening. 
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1.0. MEASURING DROUGHT HAZARD 

1.1 METEROLOGICAL DROUGHT 

1.1.1 Rainfall: 

Amount of rainfall and temporal distribution 

Few parts of the county were reported to have received some ‘false rainfall’ in the last dekand of August for about three 

days. The dry spell situation was normal for this period of the year. Compared to long term averages, the six month 

cumulative rainfall (March 2014 – August 2014) showed a 72.7% deficit (59 mm compared to 216.3 mm). The rainfall 

trends for the county are shown in graph 1.1.1 

 

Graph 1.1.1: Average rainfall for Kajiado County; Long term and 2014 averages 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Long Term Average Rainfall (2009-
2013)

55.1 32.7 66.3 89.3 50.3 8.5 0.5 0.5 1.4 10.6 51.9 93.92

2014 Average Rainfall 9 21 32 13 9 0 0 5
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1.2 AGRICULTURAL DROUGHT 

1.2.2 Field Observations (Pasture and Browse Conditions) 

Quality and Quality 

Pasture had depleted in most parts of county. Few pockets in Agro pastoral zones remained with poor grass. These 

pockets include southern parts of Mashuuru especially the part bordering Amboseli National Park. Browse was poor 

across the county.  

The pasture and browse quality and quantity in the few isolated areas were below normal for this time of the year and 

are expected to even decline further. This was due to the fact that no rains were expected sooner than the 2nd dekand of 

October. Pasture and browse situation was attributed to poor performance of long rains.  

 

1.3 HYDROLOGICAL DROUGHT 

1.3.1 Water Resources 

Natural rivers, shallow river wells and boreholes remained the main sources of water for both domestic and livestock 

consumption. All pans had since dried up by June. These water sources were normal sources at this time of the year. 

However, river wells were being dug deeper than the normal at this time of the year and water volume in permanent 

rivers had reduced below the normal. Many boreholes especially in Agro pastoral areas were already experiencing stress 

due to increased concentrations of livestock more so due to in migration of livestock to these areas.  Water quantity 

continued to decline below normal since April this year. This was due to poor rainfall during long rains seasons resulting 

to low underground recharge coupled with long dry period. The state of water in Kajiado would be described as declining 

and stressed.  

 

 

Household access to Water 

There was a slight increase in distance from the households to the water points on the overall. In August the average 

distance from the household to the water points was 5.7 kilometres compared to 5.36 kilometres in July. In Agro pastoral 

areas the average distance from household to water sources increased significantly from 4.5 kilometres in July to 5.8 

kilometres in August. This was mostly attributed to breakage of boreholes. In Pastoral areas the average distance from 

the household to the water sources remained 5.8 kilometres. This distance remained below long term averages.                 
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It is worthwhile noting that in many areas the water for domestic use continued to be drawn at the same watering point 

for livestock which was potential for contamination and prove to disease outbreak.  

 

The average distances from household to water source are shown in graph 1.3.1a. 

 

Graph 1.3.1a: Average household distance to water source for Kajiado County; Long term and 2014 averages 
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2013)
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Livestock access to water 

The average distance covered by livestock from the grazing areas to main water sources remained stable since June. In 

June the average distance covered by livestock from grazing areas to the water sources was 6.76 km, 6.14 km in July and 

6.52 km in August. These distances remained below the long term average for all the three corresponding months.  

There were no differences in terms of livelihood zones. Distances to water sources from grazing areas are show in graph 

1.3.1b 

 

Graph 1.3.1b: Average distance to water source from grazing areas for Kajiado County; Long term and 2014 averages 
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Long Term Average Distances 
(2009-2013)
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2.0  PRODUCTION INDICATORS 

2.1 Livestock production 

2.1.1 Livestock ownership 

 In August the proportion of the households owning livestock remained relatively the same at 94% compared to 93.3% in 

July and 94% in June. However, the average household livestock ownership had changed significantly especially in 

Pastoral zones.  On average a household owned 10 cattle, 18 goats and 14 sheep in August compared to 16 cattle, 23 

goats, and 22 sheep in July. The reduction of the number of livestock owned by a household was attributed to mass 

migration of the livestock. In Agro pastoral zone, the number of livestock owned by a household remained nearly the 

same at 6 cattle, 17 goats and 11 sheep in August compared to 6 cattle, 15 goats and 11 sheep in July. In Pastoral zone 

the number of livestock owned by a household in August was 11 cattle, 19 goats and 16 sheep compared 21 cattle, 29 

goats and 28 sheep in July. 
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There was a significant reduction in the numbers of livestock owned by a household in the month of August compared to 

the last six months (Feb 2014 – July 2014). The average ownership per household for the last six months was 15 cattle, 24 

goats, 22 sheep.  

 

2.1.2 Livestock Migration patterns 

Intra migration of livestock started in May, three months earlier than usual. Some intra migration routes are not normal 

for example movement of livestock from Mile 46 to Emutorok in Mashuuru. Currently there were a lot of concentrations 

of livestock in Namanga division next to the Amboseli National Park. There were further reported cases of out migration 

of livestock to Nairobi and other neighbouring counties in Ukambani especially to Makueni County. Some livestock had 

gone as far as Kiambu (Thika). These out migrations are not normal as outmigration in a normal situation starts in 

September. There were also reported cases of in migration of livestock from Tanzania to Shompole in Magadi as early as 

July. 

 

2.1.3 Livestock Body Condition 

The livestock body condition had deteriorated since June and was expected to decline further in the next three months 

due to depletion of pasture and browse.  Cattle body condition would be described as poor. Thin fore ribs are now visible 

in most of cattle.  Body condition for shoats can be described as fair. They are neither fat nor very thin. There were 

minimal variations of livestock body condition over livelihoods zones. 

 

Based on livestock body conditions the county would be described as in early alarm stage. 

 

2.1.4 Livestock Diseases 

No disease out breaks was reported in August. However, there were a few suspected cases of CCPP, PPR in Magadi.  It 

was worth noting that the high rates of livestock movements and concentration in grazing areas and watering points pose 

potential grounds for disease outbreaks 

 

2.1.5 Milk Production  

In August the proportion of households owning livestock who were milking remained nearly the same as that in July. In 

August this proportion was 70 % compared to 68.8% in July. However, this proportion has declined since June which was 

92.7%.The decline in the number of households milking their livestock since June was due to decline in pasture and 

migration of livestock. Cattle were the main source of milk in the county. The average household milk production per day 

fell significantly from 3.4 liters in July to 2.6 liters in August this year. However, the production for August this year and 

last year remained the same. It is important to note that milk production had been on decline since April 2014 due to 

declining pasture and browse. 

 

There were substantial variations across the livelihoods with Agro-pastoral recording about 4.6 liters per day while 

Pastoral livelihoods recorded about 1.1 liters per household per day.  

 

 

2.2 Rain-fed Crop Production 

2.2.1 Harvesting 

Harvesting in mixed farming zones of Loitokitok and Agro pastoral areas of Mashuuru and Ngong’ was done earlier than 

the usual times. Beans were harvested as early as in 1ST dekand of June while maize was harvested by 1st dekand of July. 

Most of crops had already been affected by moisture stress by May and continued to experience the same in June. The 

yields for both stable crops were minimal and are expected to last for a month. The poor long rains harvest was likely to 

result into worsening of food insecurity in the county in the next few months. 
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3.0  ACCESSS INDICATORS 

3.1 Livestock Prices 

3.1.1 Livestock Terms of Trade 

The term of trade for pastoralists remained relatively stable since June. In June TOT was 0.42, 0.41 in July and 0.43 in 

August.  

 

3.1.2 Cattle Prices 

On average household price of cattle remained relatively stable since June despite deteriorating body condition. In 

August the average household price of cattle was Kshs 19,000, Kshs 19,200 in July and Kshs 19,100 in June. This would be 

due to the declining sales. There were no significant variations in prices for livestock across livelihood. Although the trend 

for cattle prices was declining, the average price for the cattle in August was above the long term average. Graph 3.1.2 

shows the trends in average cattle price for the 2014 and for long term averages. 

 

Graph 3.1.2: Average cattle price for Kajiado County; Long term and 2014 averages                                                                                                                                 
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Long Term Average Prices 
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3.1.3 Goat Prices 

The average household prices of goats declined rapidly from Kshs 3,167 in July to Kshs 2,821 in August but still above long 

term averages. Some variations existed between livelihood zones with Agro pastoral areas having an average price of a 

goat at Kshs 3,076 and Kshs 2,719 in pastoral areas. The difference was due to the relatively better body condition in 

Agro-pastoral zone where browse was better compared to pastoral zones where browse and distance to water was fast 

depleting. Graph 3.1.3 shows the average price of a goat for the current year alongside the long term averages. 

 

Graph 3.1.3: Average goat price for Kajiado County; Long term and 2014 average 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Long Term Average Prices 
(2009-2013)

2,119 2,126 2,204 2,455 2,435 2,480 2,429 2,421 2,354 2,225 2,405 2,436

2014 Prices 3,223 3,077 3,142 3,250 3,076 3,125 3,167 2,821
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3.1.4. Sheep Prices 
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The average household price of sheep like that of goats declined from Kshs 3,026 in July to Kshs 2,868 in August. The 

decline in prices of sheep was due to declining browse coupled with cold weather experienced in July which significantly 

affected the sheep body condition. Great variation existedbetween livelihood zones with some Agro pastoral areas with 

an average price of a sheep of Kshs 3,500 and Kshs 2,111 in some Pastoral areas. Graph 3.1.4 shows the average price of a 

sheep for the current year alongside the long term averages. 

  

Graph 3.1.4: Average sheep price for Kajiado County; Long term and 2014 averages 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Long Term Average Prices 
(2009-2013)

2,135 2,137 2,176 2,318 2,455 2,419 2,356 2,347 2,000 2,146 2,124 2,144

2014 Prices 3,186 3,100 3,120 3,180 3,111 3,087 3,026 2,868
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3.1.5 Milk prices 

Price of milk at the household continues to increase. In August the average price of a 750 ml bottle of milk was Kshs 37 

compared to Kshs 35.9 in July and Kshs 32.8 in June. There are great variations in milk prices between Agro-pastoral 

livelihood zones and Pastoral livelihood zones. The average price of 750 ml bottle of milk in Agro-pastoral zones was Kshs 

45 while in some Pastoral areas a 750 ml bottle of milk was costing Kshs 30 

In August 2013, a 750 ml bottle of milk was selling at Kshs 32.30 on average. The increase in prices of milk is probably due 

to reduced production which created a higher demand. It is worth noting that sale of milk from household in Pastoral 

zones has reduced greatly. Much of the sales come from Agro pastoral zones mostly urban peripheral areas of Kiserian.  

 

 

3.2 Price of Cereals and other food Products 

3.2.1 Price of Maize 

 The price of maize was stable since May. The average price of maize per kilogram in May was Kshs 46.40, Kshs 46.70 in 

June, Kshs 42.50 in July and Kshs 45.90 in August. The slight decline in price in July was attributed to the then reported 

aflatoxin disease in Loitokitok which was the main maize producing zone in the county. The disease had created low 

demand for the cereal. The price in August was above the long term average. In August last year a kilogram of maize was 

costing Kshs 41. The increase in maize price this year was probably due to low yields from long rains therefore creating a 

demand for the commodity. Graph 3.2.1 shows the average price of a kilogram of maize for the current year alongside 

the long term averages. 

 

Graph 3.2.1: Average price of Maize for Kajiado County; Long term and 2014 averages 
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3.2.2 Price of Beans 

The average price of beans slightly increased from Kshs 85.40 in July to Kshs 89.90 in August. This increase in price 

indicated increased demand for the commodity 

In August 2013, a kilogram of beans was selling at Kshs 84.50 implying that the prices of beans had relatively increased in 

August this year compared to the same month last year. In comparison to the long term average, the prices for August 

were above normal. Graph 3.2.2 shows the average price of beans for the current year alongside the long term averages. 

 

Graph 3.2.2: Average price of Beans for Kajiado County; Long term and 2014 averages 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Long Term Average Prices 
(2009-2013)

106.5 96.50 97.00 93.00 81.50 75.00 74.00 75.00 75.00 76.00 78.00 79.00

2014 Prices 92.17 87.00 87.00 93.00 92.40 90.80 84.90 89.90
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3.3 Access to Food and Water 

3.3.1 Availability of milk for household consumption 

The milk consumption continued to decline since April with the August consumption at 1.2 liters per household per day 

from 2 liters in July. The reduction in milk consumption was as a result of reduction in production due to deteriorated 

pasture for livestock. Great variations existed in milk consumption by livelihood. In Agro-pastoral zones the consumption 

was about 1.1 liters per day per household while in pastoral zones the consumption per day per household was about 1.6 

liters.  In August last year the average household milk consumption was 1.5 liters per day 

 

 

4.0 UTILIZATION INDICATORS 

4.1 Health and Nutrition Status 

4.1.1     MUAC 

The percentage of children under the risk of malnutrition in the County within the month of August increased slightly to 

7.04% from 6.5% in July. Further increase in risk of malnutrition WAS more probable since milk product and consumption 

was on a declining trend. The area noted for high levels of children at risk of malnutrition was Rombo with a MUAC level 
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of 20.7%. The percentage of under five children at risk of malnutrition in August was below the long term average. Graph 

4.1.1 shows the percentage of under five children at risk of malnutrition. 

 

Graph 4.1.1:  Children with MUAC<135 for Kajiado County; Long term and 2014 percentage 
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Long Term Average MUAC 
Percentage(2009-2013)
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2014 MUAC Percentage 4.5 4.1 4.06 4.99 6.1 6.7 6.5 7.04
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4.2 Human Health. 

No cases of human disease outbreak were reported in the month of August. 

 

5.0. CURRENT INTERVENTION MEASURES AND COPING STRATEGIES 

5.1 Ongoing interventions 

 Promotion of irrigated agriculture in Loitokitok and Ngurman  by MOA 

 Drilling of new boreholes in  Imporokua, Enkorika and Isinya by MWI 

 Rehabilitation of broken down boreholes in  Kenyewa and Mashuuru by MWI 

 Well development in  Lorngosua, Osilale and  Nondepen  by MWI 

 Home Grown School Meals Programme in 221 schools across the county 

 targeting 53,068 pupils by MOE 

 Lending grants to women groups for  IGAs and provision of galla  

goats to communities by Neighbours Initiative Alliance (NIA)  

  Integrated Food Security and Livelihood Project at Inkisanjani in  

Loitokitok by Kenya Red Cross Society while 40 household beneficiaries.  Inkisanjani Irrigation                                                                                                                                         

Project 

                                                                                                                                  
 

6.0.     RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ACTION  

Recommendations to County Steering Group/Kenya Food Security Meeting 

i. Resource mobilization for drought response activities. Action: ALL STAKEHOLDERS 

ii. Monitoring and mapping of livestock movements. Action: NDMA 

iii. Monitoring any potential conflict among communities. Action: NGAO 

iv. Advocate for livestock off take to avert potential deaths. Action: Livestock Production Department  

v. Increase supplementary feeding in schools. Action: MOE 

vi. Disease surveillance for both livestock and human. Action: MOH & Livestock Production Department  

vii. Scale up HINI in health facilities and HINI outreach programmes. Action: MOH 

 

 

 

 

 


