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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Main season 2015 rice production forecast at 
near-record level 

 Rice exports forecast to increase in 2015 from 
last year’s slightly reduced 

 Rice prices generally stable or declining in April 

 Overall food security situation satisfactory 

Main season 2015 rice production forecast 
at near-record level 
Planting of the 2015 main (wet) season paddy crop, which 
accounts for about 80 percent of annual production, is 
expected to start in early June and continue until October. 
Assuming favourable weather conditions, FAO forecasts this 
season’s rice output at 7.2 million tonnes, up 1 percent from 
last year’s good level. The 2015 aggregate rice production, 
including the 2015/16 secondary (dry) season, is set at 
9.3 million tonnes. 
 
Planting of the 2015 maize crop is currently underway. FAO’s 
early forecast points to a 5 percent recovery from last year’s 
reduced level to 1.1 million tonnes, mainly reflecting an 
expected expansion in plantings. 

Rice exports forecast to increase in 2015 

Cereal exports in 2015 are forecast at 1.5 million tonnes, 
9 percent higher than last year’s above-average level, mainly 
reflecting an increase in rice exports. 

Rice prices well below year-earlier levels 

Wholesale prices of rice in April were generally stable or 
declined in Battambang market, the main producing province, 
and were well below their year-earlier levels, reflecting 
improved supplies from the 2014/15 good harvests. 

Overall food security situation is 
satisfactory 

Food availability is overall satisfactory as a result of good 
supplies from the2014/15 bumper cereal harvests. Access to 
food has also increased due to lower rice prices and the 
increase in daily wage rates for unskilled workers engaged 
mainly in farming and construction.  
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