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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 “Long-rains” cereal production estimated at above-average 
level 

 Poor conditions of grazing resources in some pastoral 
areas of Eastern and North-Eastern provinces 

 Prices of maize declining in most markets as newly-
harvested crops and sustained imports increased supplies 

 Food security conditions start to improve in most 
agricultural areas as newly-harvested crops become 
available for consumption 

Above-average production expected from 2015 
“long-rains” season crops 

Harvesting of the 2015 “long-rains” season maize crop was completed 
in August in most southeastern areas, while it is underway in the high 
and medium potential areas of southern Rift Valley and Central 
provinces, where it will continue until the end of the year. In these areas 
(Kericho, Nakuru, Nandi, Trans Nzoia, Uasin Gishu counties), after a 
late onset in the third dekad of March, abundant precipitation in April 
and May was followed by below-average rainfall in July and August. 
However, cumulative seasonal amounts were at average levels and, 
according to remote sensing analysis, vegetation conditions in 
September were good (see Map 1). 
 
In low potential areas outside the Rift Valley “grain basket”, seasonal 
rains had a late onset and an erratic temporal distribution in parts and, 
despite near-normal cumulative seasonal amounts, a negative impact 
on vegetation conditions is reported in West Pokot and Baringo 
counties in the West, in Nyeri and Embo counties in the centre, in 
Narok, Kajado, Makueni, Kitui and Taita Taveta counties in the south 
and in Lamu county on the coast. 
 
Planting of the 2015 “short-rains” season crops has started in mid-
October in most bi-modal rainfall southeastern and coastal lowlands. 
Under the forecast of a strong El Niño episode, which is likely to 
continue into the first months of next year, rains are expected at above-
average levels until December, thus benefiting crops. However, 
exceptionally heavy rains could increase the risk of flash floods in low-
lying areas, negatively affecting standing crops, livestock and 
destroying rural infrastructures. 
 
Aggregate cereal production in 2015 (including a forecast of a slightly 
above-average output for the “short-rains” season to be harvested by 
early 2015) is forecast at 4.3 million tonnes, about 6 percent above the 
last five-year average. Accordingly, cereal import requirements for the 
2015/16 marketing year (July/June) are set at 2.8 million tonnes, 
5 percent below the level of last year but 20 percent higher than the 
average of the previous five years. 
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Poor grazing resources in some eastern and 
northeastern pastoral and agro-pastoral areas 

In eastern and northeastern pastoral and agro-pastoral areas, parts of 
Isiolo, Wajir, Mandera, Marsabit and Samburu counties received below-
average March to May seasonal rains. In these areas, grazing 
resources are almost completely exhausted. Trekking distances have 
increased, livestock body condition ranges from fair to poor and milk 
production is generally below average, atypically declining by 
40 percent between May and June. In addition, outbreaks of Foot-and-
Mouth Disease (FMD) and of goat and sheep pox occurred in Isiolo and 
Wajir counties. 

Maize prices declining in most markets 

Maize prices, after having peaked in August, decreased between 
August and October by 10-28 percent in most markets as the start of 
the “long-rains” harvest in southern areas of the Rift Valley Province 
and substantial imports from Uganda and the United Republic of 
Tanzania (where main harvests were gathered in May/July) have 
increased supplies in local markets. Current maize prices are at about 
the same levels of 12 months earlier, except in the capital, Nairobi, 
where they are about 30 percent higher than their year–earlier levels 
due to sustained local demand. 

Food security still a concern in some pastoralist 
areas, but improving in crop producing areas 
According to the Government-led 2015 “Long-rains” season 
assessment report, in August 2015, 1.1 million people were acutely 
food insecure. The areas most affected by food insecurity are parts of 
Isiolo and Wajir county in the northern pastoralist livelihood zone where 
livestock numbers and conditions have been negatively impacted by 
erratic rainfall in the past three seasons. In these areas, the imminent 
establishment of the “short-rains” is expected to have positive effects 
on pastoralists’ food security by early December as grazing resources 
gradually improve leading to better livestock productivity. 
 
In major agricultural areas, food security conditions have started to 
improve following the increasing availability of newly-harvested “long-
rains” crops in local markets. The overall number of food insecure 
people is expected to decline gradually until the end of the year, when 
the bulk of 2015 “long-rains” crops will be harvested and some green 
and early maturing “short-rains” crops will be ready for consumption in 
southeastern marginal agricultural areas. Households’ access to food is 
also expected to improve as staple food prices continue their declining 
trend and more labour opportunities become available during the 
“short-rains” season. 
 
The country hosts a large number of refugees with about 
421 500 refugees from Somalia as of early October 2015. About 
80 percent of them reside in Dadaab and Alinjugur refugee camps in 
northeastern Garissa county where access to basic necessities such as 
food, shelter, water and sanitation is often precarious due to the high 
concentration of people. In addition, as of 1 October 2015, an estimated 
93 843 refugees have crossed over to Kenya since violence erupted in 
South Sudan in mid-December 2013 and are currently residing in the 
northwestern area of Kakuma in Turkana county. 
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