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Member agency data inventory (2-4 pages max) 
Suggested ‘template’ approach: 
  
Reflection: Identify the key areas of expertise that your agency specifically deals with that intersect with mixed migration issues. (if you need to be sure about mixed migration go to www.regionalmms.com to learn more) 
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IN HORN OF AFRICA AND YEMEN 
MIXED MIGRATION  

                                          The RMMS is primarily funded by the European Union Commission 
 with significant support from other donors. www.regionalmms.org chris.horwood@regionalmms.org 

+254 (0) 717 722 341 

Designed by UNHCR for Contact: 

Somali  IDPs: Somalia has the seventh largest IDP population in the 
world with over 1.1 million internally displaced persons. IDPs are 
estimated to constitute 76% of the total number of people facing acute 
food insecurity according to FAO.  

Arriving from Eritrea:  
n the last quarter of 2014, the 
number of Eritrean refugees 
arriving in Ethiopia rose sharply 
to an average of 5,000. 
Eritreans are noiw the second-
largest group of asylum 
applicants in Europe.  

                       

Refugees in Ethiopia: At the end of December 2014, 
Ethiopia was host to over 660,987  refugees, the majority 
are South Sudanese (251,545) followed by Somalis 
(244,886)  and Eritreans (111,321 ).  

Kismaayo 

Sea crossings: 
In January 2015, 2,746  
migrants/refugees crossed the 
Red Sea to Yemen, compared to 
4,603   in December 2014.  
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Somali Refugees in Kenya:  
As of 16 January 2015, 827 Somali 
refugees have reportatedly voluntarily 
returned to Somalia with the assistance 
of UNHCR. Kenya hosts 425,028 Somali 
refugees and asylum seekers.  

Towards Egypt:  
In 2014 a number of migrants were reported to 
be taking boats for Europe from Alexandria, 
Egypt. The migrants are mainly Palestinians and 
Syrians. In September 2014, 500 migrants 
drowned when their boat was deliberately sunk 
by smugglers. 

Nairobi: Refugee Relocation  
Kenya, Somalia and UNHCR 
nominated 12 officials to sit in the 
Tripartite Commission tasked with 
advancing voluntary and organized 
repatriation of refugees and 
reintegration of returnees.  Nairobi is 
host to 51,646  urban refugees and 
asylum seekers. 

Snatched in the desert: Eritreans are 
fleeing Eritrea at an estimated rate of 400-
700 per month. Some estimates suggest 
the flow is much higher (up to 4,000 per 
month). Some are kidnapped by 
tribesmen in the desert and sold to 
trafficking / extortion gangs in Sudan, 
Libya, Egypt and the Sinai region. UNHCR 
Sudan recorded 16,368 new arrivals in 
2014 mainly from Eritrea of which 1,785 
were unaccompanied children (an 
increase from 404  unaccompanied 
children in 2013). 

Saudi Arabia - Legal and Policy Changes : Following efforts to restructure the domestic 
labour market that led to changes in the Nitaqat system ( March 2013 and  an amnesty for 
undocumented labour migrants to correct their status (by November 2013) an estimated 1 
million of the estimated 9 million labour migrant work force has either left willingly or been 
deported. This incudes over 550,000 Yemeni labour migrants, an estimated 160,000 Ethiopian 
labour migrants and over 36,000 Somalis. Between 2013 and 2014 there was a 40% increase 
in the number of irregular migrants reaching Yemen by boat, possibly with the intention of 
moving on to Saudi Arabia to seek work. This includes a significant proportion of people who 
are re-migrating after returning or being deported. 
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South Sudanese refugees:  
Over 1.91 million are displaced 
following an outbreak of violence 
in South Sudan in mid-December 
2013. Over 496,477 South 
Sudanese have sought refuge in 
neighbouring countries mainly 
Uganda, Kenya  and Ethiopia. 

Ethiopian exodus : 
Ethiopians continue to comprise 
approximately 80% of all irregular arrivals by 
boat to Yemen. In 2014, 71,907 Ethiopians 
made this crossing.   

. 

Arrivals into Yemen 
In 2014, an estimated 91,592 
migrants/refugees crossed into 
Yemen via the Red Sea/Gulf of 
Aden which  is a 40% increase 
compared to the 65,319 
migrants/refugees that arrived in 
2013.  
 

Haradh: The number of migrants in 
Haradh is reported to have scaled down 
from the 25,000 recorded at the begining 
of 2013 to hundreds in 2014 following the 
closure of the Yemen/Saudi border. 

Protection risks and loss of life:  
In 2014, 265 people died attempting 
to cross the Gulf of Aden and Red 
Sea (up from 6 in 2013). Data  
published in an October 2014 RMMS 
report , Abused and  Abducted 
suggests there is an unexplained 
'disappearance' of migrant women 
following their arrival in Yemen. 
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Going South: Ethiopian and Somali migrants  move  along the  eastern corridor  
of Africa towards South Africa  led by smugglers. Death and violence are 
common. Numbers are unknown but in 2009 it was estimated that approximately 
20,000 took this route every year.  

Egypt 

Refugees in Uganda:  
Uganda hosts around 405,000  
refugees mainly from the 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
and South Sudan.  

Yemen 

 

Departing from Obock:  
In 2014, 46% of people arriving in Yemen 
departed from Obock and used the Red 
Sea route. In adition to the main 
departure point of Obock, one boat was 
recorded leaving from Moulhoule - 87kms 
north of Obock.  Djibouti is host to 24,425 
refugees and asylum seekers.  

Irregular movment: An estimated 400-700 migrants/refugees 
leave Somaliland every month. An estimated 200 
migrants/refugees are intercepted by Ethiopian authorities and 
returned. A majority of the departing migrants are destined for 
Libya.  

Migrants/ Refugees going to South Africa 
Irregular immigrant’s en-route to South Africa 
face abuse from smugglers, traffickers and in 
some cases law enforecement authorities both 
in transit and destination countries. see OCHA 
South-East Africa migration flows 
map.http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/r
esources/Pages%20from%20OCHA_ROSA_H
umanitarian_Bulletin_Jan_2014.pdf.  
 

Expulsions from Saudi Arabia: 
Since December 2013, over 36,000 Somalis have been deported 
from Saudi Arabia, with thousands more expected as part of the 
Saudi 'purge' on irregular migration.  In October 2014, over 800 
forced returns and deportations were reported. 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Pages from OCHA_ROSA_Humanitarian_Bulletin_Jan_2014.pdf

