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In Japan, winter wheat, one of the minor crops, is generally planted 
from September to November and harvested in May-July. Rainfall 
amounts have been generally good from September to April in most 
of the country. However, based on satellite imagery, below average 
rains were received between the first dekad of May and the first 
dekad of June, at a critical stage in the maize crop’s development for 
late planted crop. Given a estimated contraction in wheat plantings, 
on account of an expansion of rice plantings and erratic rainfall 
conditions, total wheat production in 2013 is tentatively forecast by 
FAO at 820 000 tonnes, some 4 percent below the 2012 above-
average harvest. Planting of the 2013 paddy crop was completed in 
May. Early prospects point to a harvest of 10.6 million tonnes, similar 
to last year’s average output. 
 
Harvesting of the 2012 paddy crop was completed last November. 
Following the Fukushima disaster, the area planted to paddy in 2012 
remained similar to the level of 2011. FAO latest estimates point to a 
paddy harvest of 10.65 million tonnes in 2012, similar to the output 
obtained in 2011. For 2012 winter wheat, despite a decrease in 
plantings compared to 2011, higher yields led to an increase in 
production, officially estimated at about 858 000 tonnes, some 
15 percent above the 2011 below-average harvest. The 2012 barley 
output is officially estimated at 172 000 tonnes, similar to the previous 
year’s harvest. 
 
Production of wheat covers only a small portion of the domestic 
consumption requirements. Therefore, the country imports large 
amounts of wheat, averaging over 5.8 million tonnes per year. 
 
Japan does not produce maize, hence large quantities of over 
15 million tonnes are imported annually. By contrast, relatively small 
volumes of rice, in the order of 600 000 to 700 000 tonnes, are 
imported annually.  
 
Total cereal imports for the 2013/14 marketing year (April/March) are 
forecast at a normal level of slightly above 25 million tonnes. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 


