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Summary of analysis: 

All IDPs assessed in Ninewa this month were living in Ninewa before the conflict 
began and primarily driven from their homes by the violence. IDPs rapidly fled to areas 
within Ninewa that they perceived to have a higher level of security, often also 
choosing their destination based on the presence of family members. A majority of 
IDP families from Mosul District but an increasing amount compared to last month 
come from Telafar, most of whom arrived were displaced between 16 and 18 July, at 
the height of clashes in the district. 
 
Whole families fled the violence to join other immediate relatives in areas nearby. As a 
reflection of the deteriorating situation in many parts of the governorate, a smaller 
proportion than last month reported that they chose their location based on a higher 
perception of security. Despite this, a majority were planning to remain in that location 
for at least the short term, unwilling to return to their homes until a permanent solution 
to the conflict has been found.  
 
Unlike in other governorates where the most common accommodation arrangement is 
either a hotel or rented apartment, most IDPs in Ninewa continue to stay in collective 
shelters, often schools or mosques. This could be due to a lack of available housing, 
or a reflection on the economic status of IDP families considering the average weekly 
cost of rent reported in Ninewa was lower than in other governorates. Families living in 
collective shelters are severely vulnerable and lack regular, food, water and sanitation 
services, if any at all. 
 
With the majority relying wholly on their savings to meet their basic needs and 
uncertain as to how long these will be sufficient, it is likely that IDPs in Ninewa 
Governorate will soon resort to negative coping strategies. Despite the fact that a 
majority reported having access to some kind of assistance since being displaced, 
primarily food and household items, there is an acute need to continue providing 
regular assistance, including providing more appropriate and sustainable 

accommodation. 

IDP FACTSHEET: NINEWA 
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IRAQ 
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The situation in Ninewa Governorate remained fluid throughout the month of July 2014, 
with sporadic displacement occurring within or surrounding areas contested by Armed 
Opposition Groups (AOGs), particularly those hosting large populations of minority 
groups. Many Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) are relocating to other accessible 
areas within the governorate that are perceived to be safer, uncertain of how long they 
will stay there until the conflict ends and it is safe to return to their homes.  
 
Since the start of the conflict 
REACH Initiative teams have 
been deployed to areas reporting  
to host large numbers of IDPs to 
gain an understanding of trends 
related to displacement, 
intentions, needs and 
vulnerabilities. In July 2014, 
REACH assessed Aker, Al  
Qosh, Bartella, Bashiqa, Kalachi,  
Tilkaif and Zummar between 13 and 24 July, amounting to 415 families (2,306 
individuals). This report discusses the findings, and draws comparisons between the 
displacement trends, vulnerabilities, intentions, and needs of the IDPs assessed this 
month and the previous month.  
 
It should be noted that different IDPs in different locations were assessed in June and July. 
Therefore, the comparison is useful to understand how IDP situations, needs and intentions 
have changed over time spent displaced, and not time spent in the area of origin before being 
displaced.  

 
  

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/operations/iraq/document/reach-initiative-idp-factsheet-ninewa-governorate
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DISPLACEMENT 
 

Throughout the month of July 2014, mass displacement within the governorate of 
Ninewa has continued, particularly among minority groups in the areas around Mosul 
City and in Telafar District, and driven by the need to escape from the conflict and seek 
refuge in safer areas.  
 

CAUSES OF DISPLACEMENT 
 

Exposure to violence continues to be the primary reason why families are leaving their 
place of origin which reflects the permeation of violence across the governorate. 
Almost three-fourths of IDPs (72%) experienced violence related to the conflict directly 
in their neighbourhood of origin.  
 

84% LEFT THEIR PLACE OF ORIGIN BECAUSE OF CONFLICT OCCURRING IN 

THEIR VILLAGE/NEIGHBOURHOOD OR DISTRICT 
 
 

IDP AREA OF ORIGIN 
 

All IDPs assessed in Ninewa Governorate and disputed areas originate from these 
areas, a majority from locations where much of the fighting since June 2014 has been 
concentrated, and where large minority populations were living. 
  

67% OF IDP FAMILIES ORIGINATE FROM THE DISTRICT OF MOSUL AND 24% FROM 

TELAFAR 
 
The proportion of IDPs from Telafar, whose pre-crisis population was mainly composed 
of minority groups, is greater than what was reported in June 2014 (5%) as a result of 
conflict-related events in this district throughout July 2014. Simultaneously, the 
proportion of IDPs assessed that originate from Tilkaif has decreased (from 36% last 
month to 6% this month). This could be explained by the increasing flow of IDPs 
moving to southern areas of Iraq, particularly Shi’a populated areas such as Baghdad, 
Kerbala and Najar. .  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OCCURRENCES AND LENGTH OF DISPLACEMENT 
 

All IDP families assessed in Ninewa and disputed areas originated from within this 
governorate and therefore had travelled relatively short distances between their place 
of origin to their location at the time of the assessment. 
 

97% OF IDP FAMILIES REPORTED THAT THEY ARRIVED DIRECTLY 

FROM THEIR AREA OF ORIGIN TO THEIR LOCATION AT THE TIME OF THE ASSESSMENT 
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DATE OF ARRIVAL INTO CURRENT LOCATION  
 

The principal wave of displacement and relocation to another within Ninewa 
Governorate occurred on the same day that AOGs entered and took control of the city 
of Mosul, 10 June 2014. Subsequent waves of displacement are likely to be related to 
the movement of AOGs in the surrounding areas of Mosul City, including Telafar. A 
majority of those from Telafar arrived between 16 and 18 June, at the height of clashes 
in the district.  
 
Peak date of arrival into current location at the time of the assessment - June & July 2014 

 
 
 
 
 
REASONS FOR CHOOSING CURRENT LOCATION 
 
The most commonly reported reason for choosing their location in Ninewa Governorate 
was the presence of immediate family members, whereas last month it was the 
perception of high security levels.  
 
Almost all IDPs in Bartella, a predominantly Christian town, said they came to join a 
family network (97%). Comparatively, only 2% came to Zummar to join family but 77% 
chose the area because it was perceived to be relatively safe. This could be a result of 
the fact that many of the IDPs here came from Telafar, which has experienced a high 
concentration of fighting and hosted a large population of minority groups prior to the 
conflict. 
 

39% CAME TO JOIN IMMEDIATE FAMILY MEMBERS 
 

FAMILY 

A majority of families continue to leave their area of origin with all their immediate 
family members, which reflects the deteriorating security and humanitarian situation in 
these areas.  

86% OF IDPS ARRIVED AS WHOLE FAMILY 

 
Of the 14% with immediate family members still in their area of origin, 85% of IDPs said 
they expected these to join them where they were at the time of the assessment. Just 
over half of the IDPs (54%) reported being in regular contact with people still in their 
area of origin at the time of the assessment. 
 

INTENTIONS 
 

PLANNED STAY OR MOVEMENT  
 

A much greater proportion of IDP families in July 2014 cited that they would stay in 
their current location for at least a 10-day period after the assessment, compared to the 
previous month (a difference of 39%). A fewer proportion this month stated that they 
were not sure where they would be in 10 days (19% compared to 48% last month). No 
IDPs reported intending to move into the KRI or to return home. 
 

81% OF IDPS SAID THAT THEY PLANNED TO STAY IN THEIR 

CURRENT LOCATION FOR THE NEXT 10 DAYS 

 
The proportion of IDPs who said they intended to stay in their current location at the 
time of the assessment for at least the next 10 days was highest among IDP families 
that had been displaced between 3 – 4 weeks and 3 – 6 months (94% and 100%, 
respectively). As economic resources continue to be spent without access to income-
generating activities, it is likely that IDPs who have been displaced for longer are 
uncertain as to how long these will continue to cover living costs, which will affect 
where they are able to stay.  
 

PRIMARY REQUIREMENTS FOR RETURN TO PLACE OF ORIGIN 
 
IDPs in Ninewa Governorate felt particularly strong about not returning to their homes 
until the permanent end of the conflict compared to other governorates. 
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77% SAID THEY WOULD WAIT UNTIL THERE IS AN END TO CONFLICT IN 

THEIR PLACE OF ORIGIN BEFORE RETURNING  
 
Only 6% said they would return if security was restored to pre-crisis leves, which is 
significantly lower than what was reported in other governorates. 

 
CURRENT SITUATION 
 

PRIMARY TYPES OF ACCOMMODATION 
 

45% OF IDP FAMILIES WERE LIVING IN A COLLECTIVE SHELTER  

 
Unlike in other governorates where rented accommodation are likely to be the most 
common type of arrangement, in Ninewa Governorate nearly half of the IDPs assessed 
were living in collective shelters. Almost all IDPs in Zummar reported living in a 
collective shelter (98%).  
 
The second most commonly reported accommodation arrangement was to be hosted 
by family (35%), reported the most in Kalachi (82%). The average weekly cost of a 
rented apartment was 76,456 IQD (c. 66 USD). The cost of rent was more than three 
times the average price across the governorate in Bartella (207,500 IQD, c. 178 USD) 
which explains why almost all IDPs in this town are staying with a host family. 

 
PRIMARY MEANS OF COVERING BASIC NEEDS 
 

60% RELY ONLY ON THEIR SAVINGS AS THEIR ONLY MEANS OF SUPPORT 

 
Roughly one-fourth of IDP families were relying on family or friends for financial support 
(23%) and 41% on charitable donations which is significantly higher than what was 
reported among IDPs in other governorates. This is likely to be related to the fact that 
access to assistance is higher in Ninewa than other governorates.  

SUSTAINABILITY OF ECONOMIC RESOURCES 

 
The proportion of IDP families reporting that their economic resources would last less 
than a week or one to two weeks was higher in Ninewa than other governorates. 
 

Length of time IDP families report economic resources will continue to cover basic needs 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
EXTERNAL ASSISTANCE 
 

A majority of IDP families in Ninewa Governorate reported having received some kind 
of assistance, which is higher than what was reported in other governorates. No major 
variations were noted between the locations except that Aker and Kalachi reported the 
lowest (34% and 48%).  
 

66% OF IDPS REPORTED RECEIVING ASSISTANCE SINCE 

ARRIVING IN THEIR CURRENT LOCATION IN NINEWA GOVERNORATE 
 
A majority of IDPs reported that they had received food assistance (60%) and a 
significant proportion said they had access to household items (34%). Only 1% said 
they had received assistance related to water and health. No IDPs said they had been 
provided with sanitation, shelter improvement, rental or fuel support. 
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CASE STUDY: TILKAIF TOWN 

 

PRIORITY NEEDS IN NINEWA GOVERNORATE 
 

 1st Priority 2nd Priority 3rd Priority 

Food 35% 28% 27% 

Fuel 0% 5% 10% 

Health Assistance 5% 9% 7% 

Household Items 3% 39% 34% 

Rental Support 11% 7% 2% 

Sanitation 0% 1% 0% 

Shelter Improvement 33% 8% 10% 

Water 12% 3% 3% 

Do Not Know 0% 0% 7% 

 
The table below summarises the areas and number of IDP families assessed that are 
covered in this factsheet. In-depth information is available through area-specific 
factsheets available on the Humanitarian Response Portal for the Iraq Crisis. 
 
*It should be noted that only a small sample size was collected in Soran due to 
increased security procedures for conducting assessments.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
IDP families in Tilkaif, a Christian town, predominantly came from Mosul District (64%) 
and surrounding villages in Tilkaif District (32%) itself, mostly as part of the displacement 
wave from early June. This was primarily caused by exposure to the conflict, but the 
interruption of water and electricity during the week 13 – 19 July is also likely to have 
forced people to flee. 

 
Higher security was the main reason for choosing Tilkaif for refuge (reported by 39%), 
though in actual fact its proximity to Mosul makes it a high risk area. Nevertheless, 
62% of the interviewed IDPs in Tilkaif reported they intended to stay until the end of 
conflict or until security was restored in their area of origin. 23% had as yet no plan to 
return.  
 

A significant majority of IDPs in Tilkaif town (75%) were staying in collective shelters, 
with the remainder staying in rented housing (18%) or with family (7%). The average rent 
paid for the rented housing was approximately 60,000 IQD per week (c. 51 USD) which is 
lower than the average reported in the governorate (72,661 IQD, c. 62 USD). This 
suggests that IDP families have insufficient economic resources to cover the cost of rent 
in Tilkaif, forcing them to resort to settling in collective shelters.  
 
71% of the IDPs received charitable donations, with half of all interviewed IDPS continued 
to rely on savings to cover their basic needs. More than half of the interviewed IDPs 
(57%) reported that their current resources would be sufficient to cover less than 
one week.  
 
The primary needs in Tilkaif were shelter improvement (36%), mainly for those in 
communal shelter; and food and water (21% each). 
 
In early August, inhabitants of Tilkaif as well as IDPs in the town were told to leave as 
Kurdish forces were to pull back from the town. On Monday 8 August, the town of Tilkaif 
was taken by armed forces of the Islamic State (IS).   

 

Location in Ninewa Governorate Number of IDP families assessed 
Aker 65 

Al Qosh 64 
Bartallah 33 

Bashiqa 44 

Kalachi 67 

Tilkaif  28 

Zummar 114 

TOTAL 415 

 

About REACH Initiative 
REACH was created in 2010 to facilitate the development of information tools and products that enhance the capacity of aid actors to make evidence-based decisions in emergency, recovery 
and development contexts. All REACH activities are conducted in support to and within the framework of inter-agency aid coordination mechanisms. For more information, you can write to our 
in-country office: iraq@reach-initiative.org or to our global office in Geneva geneva@reach-initiative.org.  You can also visit our website www.reach-intiative.org or follow us @REACH_info. 

 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/operations/iraq
mailto:iraq@reach-initiative.org
mailto:geneva@
http://www.reach-intiative.org/
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