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The most recent Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) reports 
that over 3.2 million Iraqis have been displaced throughout the
country since January 2014. In addition, Iraq is hosting nearly 
245,000 Syrian refugees, the majority of whom are residing in 
the Kurdistan Region of Iraq.

As of December 3, a total of 458,358 displaced Iraqis are 
reported to have returned to their location of origin. Of this total, 
approximately 54 per cent (247,932 individuals) have returned 
to Salah al-Din governorate, 20 per cent (92,352 individuals) to 
Diyala, and 15 per cent (68,958) to Ninewa.

According to DTM Emergency Tracking, 3,052 families (18,312 
individuals) have been displaced in Ninewa governorate since 
12 November 2015 due to military operations in the area 
of Sinjar. More than half of these displacements have been 
observed in Mosul district (10,560 individuals).

IOM has distributed more than 13,000 barrels of fuel to displaced 
Iraqis, Syrian refugees and host community members in the 
northern governorates of Dohuk, Erbil and Sulaymaniyah for 
winter heating and cooking; 12,000 barrels were funded by the 
US Government and 1,300 barrels were funded by Germany. 
Distributions are ongoing.

Jihad Mustafa works as a day laborer in Erbil and is the only 
breadwinner for his family. He spoke with IOM staff after 
receiving his fuel voucher. 

“My wife, our two young children and I live in a rented unfinished 
building for which we pay 350,000 Dinars per month. We don’t 
have a lot of money to spend. It gets really cold in the north. 
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Displaced Iraqis in Dohuk waiting to receive kerosene for winter heating | 23 December
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We do not have money to buy kerosene so we are very lucky to 
receive this barrel. It will keep my children warm at night.”
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IOM is responding to life-threatening needs in a rapidly changing environment, in addition to monitoring movements on the ground.
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This tent is our home now. We must 
not give up on it.

Obeid’s family

Obeid, his wife Fakhria and their granddaughter at Khaimat al Iraq camp in Baghdad

On 15 April 2015, the family learned that ISIL was entering 
their city. Knowing they would face certain death because their 
sons are in the Iraqi Army, Obeid put the family in the car and 
immediately fled. “We headed towards Baghdad. We had to stay 
near Bzebiz Bridge for three days. Good people came and gave 
us food because we left with absolutely nothing.” 

Obeid’s son, Ali, had been fighting in the area with seven 
colleagues and was able to reunite with his family near Bzebiz 
Bridge. “We were the only ones defending that part of the city. I 
couldn’t just leave them. We decided that we would either leave 
together or all stay.”

The family learned about Khaimat al Iraq camp in Baghdad and 
travelled there. “We were given a tent and non-food items. It 
was the best shelter available,” Fakhria added. “I tried to make it 
comfortable. I thought that three days in the streets would be the 
hardest thing we would experience. I was wrong.” 

The Obeid family faced another challenge when heavy rains 
started in Baghdad. “We piled up mud in front of the tent to 
stop water from coming in, but it didn’t work. The water was 
20-centimeters deep and families had to be evacuated to three 
of the camp’s school classrooms,” said Ali. 

When the rain stopped, the families went back to the tents. “All 
the food and personal belongings were damaged and many 
children became ill. My oldest son, who works far from Baghdad, 

sent us money that we used to buy plastic sheets to cover the 
tents,” said Fakhria. 

Shortly afterwards, the family started to re-build their tent, using 
the plastic sheets to cover it. “This tent is our home now. We 
must not give up on it. We are thankful to IOM for replacing the 
items that were damaged or destroyed,” said Fakhria. 

“Despite our situation, we keep going. My brother’s children are 
going to primary school this year. The teachers are volunteer 
displaced women. We really thank them for teaching the children 
for free.” 

“Our biggest problem is money. Only one of my sons is employed. 
He works all the time so we can eat. We haven’t even managed 
to see him over the Eid,” said Obeid. 

“People here are very nice to us but we want to return to Ramadi 
even if it’s destroyed. I really appreciate the help but I’m not 
comfortable, this is not my city,” said Fakhria. 

“My parents are not comfortable because we are all in one tent. 
After all these years, and they still want to be alone,” said Ali, 
laughing. “I hope that one day I will find someone with whom I 
want to spend so many years. Despite everything, we can only 
hope for the best.” 
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