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SITUATION UPDATE 

Simultaneous movements of displacement and return are taking place in Mosul and 
surrounding areas. New arrivals to camps around Mosul are fleeing areas where clashes 
are on going or areas recently retaken by the Iraqi Security forces (ISF) still being targeted 
by extremists. In addition to security, other reasons for flight cited by new arrivals are 
reported chronic lack of food, water, healthcare or medicine. Over 10,000 IDPs have been 
received in camps around Mosul during the past week. 
 
As information about ISF’s progress reaches IDPs in camps, UNHCR observes an 
acceleration in returns, mostly from Hasansham M1 and Khazer U3 camps, where over 
66,000 IDPs are sheltered. Since 07 January, some 2,000 persons (424 families) returned 
to their places of origin inside and outside Mosul city, including Qayyarah and Nimrud to 
the south, Gogachly on the immediate eastern outskirts of the city, and in areas inside 
Mosul such Al Samah. Over 17,800 IDPs from Mosul and surrounding areas have returned 
to their places of origin since 17 October. UNHCR has interviewed a number of families in 
camps from where returns have taken place and they seem well aware of the lack of 
services and physical risks in many return areas.  

UNHCR RESPONSE UPDATE 
Authorities shared with UNHCR a proposal to improve the swift return of confiscated 
identity documents and phones to returnees from Qaymawa camp (northeast of Mosul). 
The proposal comes as a result of continued UNHCR advocacy with authorities to avoid 
holding IDPs’ belongings after their return. UNHCR met with returnees in villages north of 
Mosul on 12 January to gather their views on the proposal, and to subsequently present 
the findings to authorities. 

Government security services have stated that returnees will receive their identification 
documents (IDs) upon arrival in their place of origin. Approximately 13 buses and 10 
trucks were mobilized by Ministry of Transportation (MoT) in coordination with the 
Ministry of Migration and Displacement (MoMD), to transport 289 families from 
Hasansham U3 Camp on 11 January to return to Gogachly and Al Samah quarter, east of 
and inside Mosul City, respectively. UNHCR was informed by the government security 
services that identity documents, which were confiscated upon the IDPs’ arrival at the 
camp, will be returned once the families arrive to their villages of origin. Authorities 
(MoMD) act as "sponsors" for these returns to facilitate the passage of the buses through 
checkpoints. 

Mapping for accessible latrines and showers underway in Hasansham and Khazer camps, 
east of Mosul. UNHCR’s protection partner identifies persons with disabilities in camps 
supported by UNHCR and refers cases to relevant partners for assistance. In Khazer M1, 
Hasansham U2, and Hasansham U3 camps, 51 persons with disabilities were identified by 
UNHCR protection partner during the past week, including physical, mental or sensory 
impairments. Based on the data supplied by UNHCR and camp management, Handicap 
International is mapping a set of recommended locations for accessible facilities in the 
three camps. The recommendations will be shared with WASH partners for 
implementation.  

KEY FIGURES 

148,092 
Internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) from Mosul and 
surrounding areas since the 
military offensive began on 17 
October1 

 

16,878 
UNHCR kits of core relief items 
(CRIs) distributed to families 
(assisting some 101,000 
people) displaced from Mosul 
and surrounding areas 
 

10,105 

Family plots (for some 54,000 
people) in UNHCR built camps 
are ready to receive IDPs 
displaced from Mosul corridor, 

of which 4,435 (44%) 
are currently occupied 

 

3 million  

IDPs since January 20142 

 

239,077 Iraqi refugees 

hosted by neighbouring 
countries in the region, with 
7,125 Iraqis received in Al 

Hol camp in Syria since 17 
October 
 
1IOM-DTM Emergency Tracking 

2IOM-DTM as of 22 December 2016 

FUNDING 

USD 584 million 
required for the IDPs in Iraq and 

Iraqi refugees in the region 

 

 
 



  


