
2 June 2016 IRAQ: WEEKLY FLASH UPDATE ON RECENT EVENTS  

MOSUL CORRIDOR 
HIGHLIGHTS: 
▪ Between 28 May and 1 June, 507 individuals arrived in Debaga camp in 

Erbil Governorate, bringing the camp popula on to 7,012 persons.  New 
arrivals are obliged to wait, o en for days, in communal spaces for 
sponsorship or alloca on of a tent freed up by another family who has 
le  through sponsorship. 

 
DISPLACEMENT STATISTICS:  
▪ Since the security forces began their offensive on 24 March to regain 

control of villages east of the Tigris River in Makhmur district, some 
7,167 persons have fled to Debaga camp and nearby temporary sites. Of 
these, some 3,904 individuals have found sponsorships and have moved 
on, primarily to Kirkuk Governorate.  

▪ The Garmawa camp in Ninewa Governorate currently hosts 5,829 
internally displaced people (IDPs). 

ANBAR CORRIDOR 
HIGHLIGHTS: 
▪ Around 4,380 people have been newly displaced from Falluja since the 

military began their offensive to regain control of the city some 10 days 
ago. 

▪ UNHCR’s IDP response in Iraq is only 10 per cent funded. This has 
created major gaps in addressing the growing needs.  

▪ The current shelter capacity in the camps in Anbar Governorate is only 
for 1,500 families, although some 10,000 families could be displaced 
due to the escala ng conflict in Falluja and in other parts of the 
Governorate.   

 
DISPLACEMENT STATISTICS:  
▪ Since the escala on in the conflict in March in Anbar Governorate there 

have been simultaneous bouts of displacement and spontaneous 
returns. As of 29 May, some 27,792 individuals (4,632 families) are 
displaced in the Governorate, and some 105,240 individuals (17,540 
families) have returned to their places of origin in the Governorate. 

KEY FIGURES 
12,996* individuals 

displaced from conflict areas 
around Mosul to Debaga and 

Garmawa camps 
  

27,792** individuals 
displaced from conflict area 
to camps and transit areas in  

Anbar Governorate 
 

3.3 million IDPs  
in Iraq since January 2014 

 

FUNDING 

USD 402.9 million 
required for  

IDP needs in 2016 

* Source: Recep on in Debaga and Garmawa camps 
** Source: IOM Displacement Tracking Matrix 



AN
BA

R 
CO

RR
ID

O
R 

   
   

   
.  

   
  

Opera onal Context 
▪ Figh ng south-east of Mosul, primarily in Makhmur district, con nues to cause fresh 

displacement to Debaga camp. Local authori es es mate that 30,000 persons could be 
displaced in the coming months and an eventual assault on Mosul could displace over 
600,000 persons. UNHCR is currently working on a con ngency plan for an addi onal IDP 
popula on of 10,000 persons in Makhmur district.  

▪ Since September 2015, individuals origina ng from or displaced to villages in Ninewa 
Governorate have been relocated to Garmawa camp. UNHCR remains concerned by 
reports of involuntary movements and con nues to monitor the situa on and protec on 
environment for those relocated. The recent reloca ons (April and May) were directed 
to Garmawa camp although there is no further shelter capacity in the camp and it is now 
over-crowded. UNHCR is working to expand the shelter capacity in the camp. 

 
UNHCR led Cluster Updates 
Protec on 
▪ Debega camp – Authori es are processing nearly 100 sponsorship applica ons daily, but 

this has not been able to alleviate the overcrowding in the camp. An impediment to 
extending the camp or establishing a new camp is lack of resources.  

▪ Since March, an es mated 550 families who had been in the camp have acquired 
sponsorships to enter Kirkuk Governorate. UNHCR conducted focus group discussions 
with some 100 families in Kirkuk who said they could not stay in the camp due to lack of 
space. Those who found a sponsor carried on immediately to Kirkuk. Others waited in 
Debaga camp to obtain approval from the authori es, although once in Kirkuk it takes 

me to process their sponsorship documents to be able to freely move around.  
▪ Garmawa camp – Within the camp there is a lack of privacy and poten al risks for their 

safety and well-being, par cularly for women and children. The IDPs lack freedom of 
movement, authori es confiscate their mobile phones ci ng security concerns, there is 
limited informa on available to them at the me of reloca on or in the camp regarding 
their situa on, limited educa on opportuni es for children, and loss of property and 
income as well as subsistence opportuni es for farmers unable to tend to their harvest.  

 
Shelter/Non-Food Items (NFI) 
▪ Debaga camp/Debaga Stadium temporary site – The temporary site has exceeded full 

capacity with 842 IDPs, while 34 IDPs have found sponsorship and have le  the site. 
Work is ongoing to accommodate a further 300 families on lands adjacent to the 
stadium. Finding more buildings or suitable land to accommodate the influx has been a 
challenge. UNHCR has been advoca ng with the authori es for appropriate alterna ves.  

▪ Garmawa camp – The camp is severely over-congested. Authori es are expec ng to 
relocate more families from villages near the frontline to the camp and have allocated 
land for an extension to decongest the camp as well as accommodate new arrivals. 

▪ UNHCR and the CCCM Cluster are conduc ng a capacity building training in Dahuk 
Governorate to enhance knowledge on camp management and coordina on for 44 staff 
from 18 IDP camps and four refugee camps in the Iraqi Kurdish Region (KR-I).   

Opera onal Context 
▪ Falluja - The Iraqi military has con nued its offensive to dislodge ISIL from Falluja. 

Condi ons are worsening for some 50,000 civilians trapped in the city, with ISIL 
reportedly using civilians as human shields.  

▪ Heet – Since the military dislodged ISIL from Heet district, there have been a number of 
a acks in the city and outlying areas.  

▪ Garma - Reportedly, there are hundreds of Improvised Explosive Devises (IEDs) in 
houses and other buildings in Garma. A large number of houses, mosques and schools 
have been destroyed during the clearance process as a result of detonated IEDs.  

 
UNHCR led Cluster Updates 
Protec on 
▪ Falluja – Although the authori es have announced safe corridors, there has not been 

any indica on from ISIL that they will abide by a cessa on of hos li es to allow safe 
passage. Many are scared to leave fearing reprisal from ISIL or that the authori es will 
accuse them of having supported ISIL. There have been reports that ISIL have been 
publicly punishing those who a empt to flee.   

▪ Heet – On 29 May, ISIL a empted to regain control of the city centre, resul ng in the 
displacement of nearly 900 families. The military reclaimed the areas later that day, but 
displaced families are afraid to return to Heet fearing repeated a acks. 

▪ Ramadi – Although suspension of returns has not been officially li ed, several groups of 
displaced families returned to Ramadi district in the last week, bringing the total 
number of returnees to nearly 20,000 families as of 28 May, according to authori es. 
Casual es among returnees con nue to be reported as a result of explosive hazards. 
The government’s compensa on commi ee received more than 2,600 applica ons 
from returnees for compensa on for damaged or destroyed proper es, although the 
authori es have not announced when they may begin disbursements. 

▪ Rutba – Last week, 310 persons returned to Rutba district despite safety risks from 
explosive hazards, lack of services and destruc on of infrastructure and property. 
Although, there is no official call for return, tribes are coordina ng with the authori es 
to conduct security screening of returnees.  

 
Camp Coordina on and Camp Management (CCCM)  
▪ The UNHCR established Iraq camp in Amiriyat Al-Falluja in Anbar Governorate is now 

fully occupied with 228 families from Falluja. The Ministry of Migra on and 
Displacement (MoMD) established camps have also received new arrivals from Falluja.  

▪ Al-Wafaa camp and Kilo 18 camps in Anbar Governorate received 511 families and 389 
families respec vely, following the recent a acks in Heet.   

 
Shelter/Non-Food Items (NFI) 
▪ UNHCR distributed nearly 700 emergency relief items to newly displaced families from 

Falluja in Iraq,  Bzeibiz, Baghdad and Tahreer camps. 

Teddy Leposky, Repor ng Officer, leposky@unhcr.org   •   Chloe Coves, Repor ng Officer, coves@unhcr.org  •   Facebook: UNHCRinIraq and CCCMIraq • Twi er:  @UNHCRIraq 

www.unhcr.org 
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