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This report is produced by OCHA Iraq in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period from 22 November – 28 November. 
Due to the rapidly changing situation it is possible that the numbers and locations listed in this report may no longer be accurate. The next 
report will be issued on or around 5 December.
 

Highlights 

 Over 2 million of IDPs have been verified in 

Iraq. The HCT planning figure stands at 2.1 

million IDPs 

 Winter continues to gain strength, including 

by snow in Amedi in Dahuk and other higher 

elevation areas this week 

 Spontaneous returns are occurring as the 

frontline continues to fluctuate. There are 

serious protection concerns arising, including 

the widespread presence of unexploded 

ordnances and remnants of war 

 Over 1.5 million litres of fuel from Kirkuk 

stores have been delivered to the Kurdistan 

Region for IDPs, but Governorates face 

logistical challenges in distribution 

Situation Overview 
Over 2 million people (330,000 families) have been verified as displaced in Iraq since January 2014, according to 
the latest round of the Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM). A new methodology is currently being rolled out 
which will enhance the quantity and quality of data collected by including age and sex disaggregated data; 
secondary and tertiary displacements; and additional information on needs, intentions and other key information. 
This will better capture the demographic characteristics of the displaced population. The HCT planning figure 
stands at 2.1 million IDPs. 
 
The security situation in the Kirkuk area this week degenerated as fierce fighting continued between the pro-
government forces and Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) in three different areas in southern and western 
Kirkuk, resulting in multiple causalities. IDPs continue to flee to Kirkuk, which now has the third highest number of 
IDPs in the country after Dahuk and Anbar. The overall numbers of displaced in Kirkuk is contested, with 
estimates varying from 20,000 families (120,000 individuals) to 62,000 families (372,000 individuals). The 9 
November DTM estimate is 28,500 displaced families (171,000 individuals). Work is ongoing to address these 
discrepancies. Meanwhile, assessment teams have confirmed that 146 new IDP families residing in Hay Al Naser 
and Huzairan area of Kirkuk are in need of shelter, key non-food items and cash assistance.  
 
Kirkuk's Laylan IDP camp is seeing considerable progress with the installation of 1,490 tents and 376 kitchens, 
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although the installation of electricity continues to lag behind the agreed time frame. On 22 November, about 40 
IDP families arrived at the camp, bringing the total numbers of displaced families there to 450. About 30 occupied 
schools have been vacated and 472 families (2,618 individuals) relocated. Of these, 250 of those families moved 
to the Laylan camp, while the remainder found shelter in private accommodation or with families. IDPs in Laylan 
camp have to pass through a checkpoint to reach Kirkuk city. If they do not have ID cards, they are denied re-
entry to the camp. 
 
Local authorities continue to request additional emergency humanitarian assistance. More humanitarian actors 
and greater attention are urgently needed in order to expand the provision of assistance to IDPs in Kirkuk. The 
situation is exacerbated by delays in the registration of NGOs by the federal authorities, including for some health 
NGOs interested to work in Kirkuk.  
 
Humanitarian access to populations in need remains limited for many of the areas in or near the frontlines. IDPs’ 
access to safer areas also remains limited, as a number of governorates across the country impose restrictions 
on the entrance of IDPs. Heavy fighting in northern Diyala Governorate has caused additional displacement 
towards the Khanaquin and Kifri areas. In one example, some 215 IDP families that have been displaced multiple 
times are now living in Tal Naqar village, near the Diyala Governorate's Kifri town. The IDPs were originally 
displaced from Salah al-Din Governorate in June 2014 and fled to Khanaqin area, but were refused entry to 
Khanaqin and Kifri. The IDPs have been living in makeshift shelters for the past four months with little 
humanitarian assistance. There are also reports of restrictions on IDPs fleeing to Baghdad, and reports of 
additional restrictions in KRI following the 19 November suicide bombing of the Erbil Governorate building, which 
killed five people and injured 29.  
 
Despite ongoing clashes in many areas, small scale spontaneous returns continue to take place in some 
locations, including in Zummar and in the Ninewa Plains. IDP returns present a challenge at this stage, as many 
areas remain close to the frontline or heavily contaminated by explosive remnants of war. Humanitarian actors 
are increasing outreach efforts to IDPs to warn them of the risks before they return home, and working with the 
local authorities involved in explosive remnants of war (ERW) issues. Humanitarian actors are also working with 
local authorities to ensure that returns are conducted in a voluntary and fully informed manner.  
 
Fuel for IDPs, dispatched by the Government of Iraq from Kirkuk stores, have begun to arrive to the Kurdistan 
governorates. The Erbil Governorate confirmed this week that they have already received over 1.5 million litres of 
fuel, while the Dahuk and Sulaimaniyah Governorates confirmed they had begun to receive the nearly 1.5 million 
litres and 500,000 litres (respectively) destined for IDPs in their areas. Additional support is required by the 
Governor’s offices to facilitate the transportation and other logistical elements of the distribution. 
 
In Dahuk Governorate, the relocation of IDPs from schools continues ahead of the scheduled start of the 
(delayed) school year on 1 December. There are 77 schools still occupied by IDPs in the governorate, in the 
districts of Sumel and Dahuk. As of 24 November, approximately 82,000 IDPs from the schools had moved to the 
camps. Attention is also being paid to displaced populations living in particularly precarious situations in 
unfinished buildings and informal settlements, especially for those residing in Warga Dalal informal settlement 
and the Dabeen apartment buildings in Zakho. However, given the varied nature of the facilities of some camps, 
and in particular concerns related to lack of drainage and excessive distance of latrines from the tents in some of 
these camps, there is resistance by some IDPs to move from their shelters. A group of 537 families from the high-
rise Dabin unfinished apartment buildings in Zakho have refused to move to Berseve I camp due to its poor living 
conditions. Where possible, and funding is available, remedial measures are being put in place in camps not 
established by the UN and its humanitarian partners. Dahuk authorities have indicated a strong preference for 
displaced populations staying in unfinished housing to move to camps, as the provision of services to IDPs 
spread out in over 650 distinct locations is not feasible for the government.  
 
The timeframe of the Immediate Response Plan for the KR-I concluded on 15 November. The Kurdistan Regional 
Government (KRG), together with humanitarian partners, is working to prepare a second phase of this operational 
document, which will cover the period until the end of March 2015. A stocktaking exercise was undertaken during 
the reporting period to identify achievements and gaps against the identified targets. Review and forward planning 
workshops were conducted in Erbil, Dahuk and Sulaymaniyah with participation from regional and governorate-
level authorities, UN agencies and NGOs. Operational plans for phase II of the IRP, covering the period until 31 
March 2015, are being compiled.  
 
On 25 November, the UN launched its 16 Days of Activism against gender-based violence; an international 
campaign running for 16 days to raise awareness and educate the public about gender-based violence. In Erbil, 
the campaign’s launch on Tuesday aimed to highlight the plight of Iraqi women displaced by the conflict.  
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Humanitarian Response 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene  

Needs: 

 IDPs in the central and southern governorates of Iraq do not have access to water heating appliances and 
related non-food items (NFIs) to provide hot water for washing and personal hygiene during the winter. 

 The budgets of the governorates of Missan, Wassit and Thi-Qar remain capped, as the federal budgets have 
not been released. These area are having difficulties in providing WASH facilities for displaced. 

 The local authorities in the governorates of Najaf, Babylon and Wassit are requesting urgent humanitarian 
assistance for the provision and installation of mobile latrines and showers for 140,000 IDPs. 

   
Response: 

 Local authorities in Diwaniya District (Qadissiya Governorate) have distributed 5,000 water bottles in the sub-
districts of Ghyammas and Shanafiya to 2,500 IDPs. 

 Ongoing hygiene promotion campaigns by local and international partners, targeting primarily women and 
girls, in the governorates of Basrah, Najaf and Anbar have benefited more than 2,800 IDPs. 

 WASH partners have responded to an appeal from Najaf Governorate authorities and provided 57 water 
tanks (capacity 5,000 litres) as well as 10 water tanks (capacity 10,000 litres) for the benefit of more than 
16,750 IDPs hosted on the main road between Najaf and Kerbala. 

 Sanitation assistance has reached 197,230 people in Dahuk Governorate, an increase of 14,509 people from 
the previous reporting period. 

 Hygiene promotion has reached 284,980 people in Dahuk Governorate, an increase of 21,447 people since 
the previous reporting period.  

 
Gaps & Constraints: 

 Security considerations are making access to Anbar Governorate for the provision of WASH very difficult.  

 The provision of 880 adult hygiene kits targeting the most vulnerable IDPs in Salah al-Din Governorate’s 
Samara’a, is delayed by security issues on the Baghdad to Samara’a road. 

 Food Security 

Needs: 

 About 2.2 million people require urgent humanitarian assistance in the governorates of Anbar, Kirkuk, Diyala, 
Ninewa and Salah al-Din. 

 
Response: 

 In cooperation with cluster partners, a food voucher distribution is planned for 500,000 people in the Dahuk 
Governorate. 

 Specialised nutritional supplements are being added to the Immediate Response Rations (IRRs) for children 
aged between six months and five years old as a pre-emptive measure to prevent malnutrition. 

 The cluster has assisted about 9,800 people with IRRs in Anbar, Diyala, Kerbala, and Kirkuk governorates.  

 In November, Family Food Parcels (FFPs) distributed to displaced populations with cooking facilities assisted 
260,000 people. 500 tons of food rations have been delivered to 5,937 IDP families in Sulaymaniyah City, 
Chamchamal, Kalar and Sharazur districts (Sulaymaniyah Governorate). 

 More than 17,000 families have been assisted by a cluster partner with wheat seeds and fertilizer for the 
winter planting season.  

 A rapid assessment for cash-for-work programming is being finalised in the governorates of Ninewa and 
Dahuk, and will also be conducted in Diyala Governorate. This should result in temporary job opportunities for 
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30,000 people for both IDPs and host communities in the rehabilitation of agriculture-related communal 
assets.  

 The cluster’s Assessment Working Group is launching rapid and in-depth food security assessments in Anbar 
and other governorates to evaluate the needs of people living in conflict-affected areas where limited  
humanitarian assistance is provided owing to access concerns.  

 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Insecurity in the governorates of Anbar, Ninewa, Salah al-Din, Diyala and Kirkuk is preventing the delivery of 
humanitarian assistance.  

 Funding gap to assist farmers and pastoralists in critical need due to the recent escalation in displacement 
(both within and outside their governorate of origin) in Anbar, Kirkuk, and Wassit.  

Shelter and Non-Food items 

Needs: 

 Preliminary results of the REACH Multi-Cluster Needs Assessment (in support of the KRG Ministry of 
Planning) indicate winter clothing is the main priority for between 70 and 80 per cent of IDPs residing outside 
of camps in KR-I, regardless of their current shelter situation.   

 About 40 per cent of IDPs surveyed in out-of-camp locations report that household items are a priority need, 
with heaters being the most important item. Winter proofing of shelter is a priority for between 20-30 per cent 
of the IDPs. 

 Based on a separate Rapid Needs Assessment conducted in Najaf and Kerbala governorates, shelters with 
more privacy were requested by IDPs living in mosques. 

 
Response:  

 Shelter capacity is being expanded in a collective centre in Basrah by rehabilitating 95 shelter units in existing 
buildings. Four NFI kits were distributed to new IDP families living in the collective centre and ten were 
distributed to vulnerable identified families in Missan Governorate. 

 500 tents were delivered in two camps (200 in Missan and 300 Basrah). 

 The installation of 3,985 tents in Najaf (2,050) and Kerbala (1,935) began, in order to provide additional space 
and privacy to IDPs living in mosques. 90 per cent of those targeted have been reached.  

 In Erbil City, 742 winterisation/NFI vouchers were distributed and 25 caravans were delivered to IDPs as part 
of a temporary housing program.  

 In line with the Immediate Response Plan (IRP) for the KR-I, targeted distributions of 1,979 winterised kits in 
Dahuk (900) and Erbil (1,079) were completed.  

 In Dahuk Governorate cluster partners are coordinating their rapid response for IDPs living in abandoned and 
unfinished buildings. Coordinated winterisation kit distributions are ongoing in 264 settlements targeting 
41,142 individuals. 

  
Gaps & Constraints: 

 Financial gaps are a major constraint for the operations of cluster partners. 77 per cent of funding requested 
under the Strategic Response Plan remains unmet. Of the 43 proposals approved, only 9 have been partially 
funded. 

 Camp Coordination and Camp Management  

Needs: 

 Service provision and mapping continues to be a priority to ensure adequate provision of services as more 
camps for displaced people are opened.    

 Accounting of displaced populations relocated from schools to new camps suggest displacement figures in 
Dahuk Governorate schools may be lower than initially anticipated. This suggests that IDP camps may be 
able to accommodate the majority of the current non-camp population in the governorate.  
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 Camp residents continue to identify basic information on humanitarian services and support as a priority 
need. 

 
Response:  

 As the cluster expands its efforts, partners in Erbil Governorate are developing servicing monitoring tools and 
other methodologies for broad application across the camps. Among other things, tools will ensure 
interventions meet established sector standards. 

 Camps in Dahuk Governorate continue to receive IDPs relocated from schools. All schools occupied by IDPs 
are expected to be vacated very soon. The government authorities plan to then concentrate on the relocation 
of displaced families from abandoned and unfinished buildings.  

 Capacity building exercises for camp management-related staff were conducted in Dahuk by the Government 
during the week. Exercises in other areas are expected to begin in the coming weeks in order to support 
recently-trained government camp managers. 

 
Gaps & Constraints:  

 Gaps in funding are preventing the development of accurate timelines for the completion of IDP camps. 
Further, there is a large potential gap for dedicated service support in camps in 2015 because of uncertainty 
of funding in the new year. Winter weather conditions may also delay the completion of IDP camps.  

 Several camps completed in Dahuk Governorate do not meet established standards in terms of WASH and 
other facilities. Advocacy to improve this continues on many levels, and improvements need to be monitored 
to ensure standards are reached. Inter-cluster coordination on these issues is ongoing.  

 Health 

Response:  

 Cluster partners provided medical care for 11,847 IDPs suffering various types of morbidities in Erbil, 
Sulaymaniyah and Dahuk governorates, as well as the Anbar Governorate district of Al Qaim and the Ninewa 
Governorate district of Hamdaniya.  Among those treated were 123 cases of diabetes, 117 of hypertension 
and 735 people received psychosocial support. 238 women delivered with the assistance of a skilled birth 
attendant. About 2,823 IDPs attended sessions on the importance of immunization.  

 Since 1 September 62 cases of Hepatitis A have been reported in various IDP camps in Dahuk Governorate. 
The outbreak is under control and the number of cases is declining. In Erbil Governorate’s Baharka Camp 14 
cases of Hepatitis A have also been reported since early November. Cluster partners are investigating WASH 
activities in the camp to control the outbreak.  

 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Insecurity is hampering access for the provision of health assistance in the governorates of Ninewa, Anbar, 
Kirkuk, Salah al-Din and Dyiala.   

 The lack of proper shelter, thermal insulation of shelters and non-food items will eventually negatively impact 
the health status of displaced populations during winter.   

 The current gaps and shortages of live-saving medicines, specifically for chronic illnesses, are arising from 
lack of funding.  

Protection 

Needs: 

 Access restrictions for IDPs attempting to enter the KR-I remain in place, especially for IDPs of Arab ethnicity. 
These movement restrictions are being reported for those fleeing from the conflict in Ninewa, Salah Al-Din 
and Diyala governorates, with the exception of some medical and other extremely vulnerable cases. 
Concerns are being raised for the safety of IDPs, particularly for those displaced from such cities as the ISIL-
controlled Mosul. 

 Following the 19 November suicide bombing in Erbil there has been a further restriction on IDPs entering the 
KR-I but specifically the Erbil Governorate, which the authorities justified on the basis of security constraints. 
At Sheikh Abdul Khader entry point (Mosul-Erbil) some IDPs have not been allowed to enter Erbil, while at 
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Sherawa entry point (Kirkuk-Erbil) it was reported that only one family of six individuals has been allowed to 
enter over a 24-hour period. Families that are not allowed to enter generally scatter in the areas surrounding 
the checkpoints (not returning to their area of origin). 

 As the relocation of IDPs from schools to camps is progressing, there are consistent concerns that protection 
considerations are not sufficiently integrated into site-planning, shelter and WASH activities. 

 UXOs have been found in the proximity of Deraboun Camp, mixed with scrap metal that IDP children collect 
with the aim of generating income. 

 An IDP traveling from Bahari Tazi Camp (Diyala Governorate) to Muqdadiyah was kidnapped at an illegal 
check-point and abducted by men dressed in military uniforms, who claimed they were members of the Asaib 
Ahl Al-Haq militia. The kidnapped IDP was released upon payment of ransom, which family collected after an 
appeal for the funds. It is possible that such incidents are being under-reported given the nature of the crime. 

 

Response: 

 Ongoing protection monitoring since February 2014 covering 749,867 individuals has led to 17,822 cases for 
cash assistance, 32,734 cases receiving legal assistance, and referrals have been made for 10,933 persons 
with specific needs. Psychosocial support has been provided to 8,304 children and 13,713 dignity kits have 
been distributed to survivors of sexual and other forms of gender-based violence.     

 In Sulaymaniyah Governorate IDP registration activities are ongoing and mobile teams have reached 2,998 
families during the reporting period.  

 Cluster partners, in collaboration with other protection and SGBV actors, are commemorating the 16 Days of 
Activism campaign in different IDP locations from 25 November to 10 December.  

 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Security considerations are hindering protection monitoring in areas beyond government control. 

 In Dahuk Governorate, land for community service provision (including child friendly spaces, education and 
community centres) is not being identified in all camps.  

 Child protection case management services are limited in Erbil City and programming for youth (aged 15 
years old and above) remains a gap in Baharka, and Harsham IDP camps and the Ainkawa Mall collective 
centre.   

 Education 

Needs: 

 There are currently more than 33,000 children (aged between 4 and 17 years-old) residing in IDP camps 
across northern Iraq and the KR-I that are in need of schooling. 

 In Dahuk Governorate, 77 schools are still to be evacuated, including 55 in Sumel District and 22 in Dahuk 
town. All schools are expected to be vacated before the resumption of classes in the governorate on 1 
December. 

 44 schools were recently vacated in Anbar Governorate, but 376 schools remain occupied by displaced 
populations or military and armed groups. 735 schools across Iraq are still occupied by IDPs, plus an 
estimated 130 schools occupied by military, for a total of 868 schools occupied across Iraq (figures are in 
flux). 

 
Response: 

 In collaboration with the Dahuk Department of Education (DoE) cluster partners have started the rehabilitaton 
of over 300 schools recently vacated by IDPs. This work, including cleaning and small repairs, will ready 
schools for the school year to start on 1 December. In Erbil, the DoE is also preparing for the opening of 
evacuated schools including small repairs and cleaning.  

 Three IDP schools (396 students) in Sulaymaniah Governorate (Chamchamal) benefited from the delivery of 
school and learning materials.  

 165 young children benefitted from Early Childhood Care and Development (ECCD) programming in Baharka 
camp in Erbil. In Dahuk, a total of 113 children benefited from ECCD activities in 2 Child Friendly Spaces 
(CFS) in Fayda/Warcity and a further 26 children engaged in non-formal education activities. 
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 13 Additional Learning Space (ALS) containers have been handed over to Kobani (7) and Karizan (6) schools 
in Erbil, providing learning spaces for 390 IDP students. 

 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 High IDP mobility is still challenging the information collection and analysis of IDP children’s access to school.  

 The allocated space for schools in camps is insufficient for the expected number of school-aged children.  

 The education sector remains largely underfunded, at less than 10% funded. 

Logistics 

Needs: 

 The Logistics Cluster anticipates increased requests for storage and transport (both land and air) for the 
continued winterisation response. Additional warehousing and transport needs are anticipated from 
humanitarian partners for winterisation assistance. Strategic airlift is a component of the Logistics Cluster 
budget and with a growing interest in winterisation airlift, the cluster has made clear that it is willing to assist.   

 In response to an increasingly insecure environment, especially in Anbar Governorate, the cluster is 
monitoring capacity against the demand for logistic routes.  

 
Response: 

 Strategic airlifts leaving Amman and UNHRD Dubai to Erbil are scheduled for early to mid-December.  

 The Logistics Cluster continues to provide temporary storage in Dahuk and Erbil with some limited 
transportation to specific areas also possible in coordination with Lead Agency, WFP, if required. Current 
storage available in Dahuk is 1000m2 and Erbil 450m2.  

 Five additional mobile storage units have been ordered to replenish stocks as recent loans to partners and 
additional storage at Dahuk has reduced in-country stock of storage units to two.  

 A partner’s cargo in Dahuk comprising palletised clothing is being dispatched.  

 The Logistics Cluster has provided the flight documentation and validation documents — as per airport 
security requirements — for and airlift from Lahore to Erbil containing 3,600 winter kits. Two of seven flights 
have so far arrived in Erbil. The remainder of flights are planned for the coming week. 

 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 The Logistics Cluster has communicated to partners the possibility of funding three emergency airlifts for 
winterisation supplies. Partners’ feedback is needed to identify their gaps in the supply chain. 

Emergency Telecommunications Cluster 

Needs: 

 The humanitarian community in Iraq has requested emergency information technology and 
telecommunications services. The provision of radio services in major cities will improve the safety and 
security of humanitarian personnel. The provision of internet services in camps will allow organisations to 
coordinate operations more effectively.   

  
Response 

 An assessment of the radio room at the UNAMI compound is ongoing in collaboration with UNAMI and SSI. 
The objective is to convert the radio room to an Operations Centre, which will improve security and tracking 
capacity. 

 Following UNAMI’s provision of additional frequencies to the ETC, missions will be deployed to Dahuk and 
Sulaymaniyah to add new channels to the digital radio network. This will mean more humanitarian staff can 
utilise the network. 

 Advanced radio training is being provided to SSI staff members and UNAMI drivers. 
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Background on the crisis 

Since the fall of Mosul on 9 June, armed groups (AGs), including Ba’athists, tribal militias and members of the former 
regime/military, along with the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), have taken control of large swathes of Iraq’s 
provinces of Ninewa, Salah al-Din and Diyala. The cities of Mosul, Tikrit, Telafar, Beiji, Quayyara, Sinjar, Suleiman Bek, 
Heet, Rashad, Hawiga, Riyadh, Falluja and Saqlawiyah, are currently under armed group control. Since January much of 
Anbar has been under ISIL control. This has led to massive internal displacement. Iraq is now contending with one of the 
largest internally displaced populations in the world; over 2 million have been displaced since January this year. 
 

  
Gaps and constraints 

 Flight options for the importation of large amounts of vital ICT equipment remain limited. This can delay 
deployment of humanitarian ICT services. 

 

General Coordination 
On 14 July 2014, the Security Council adopted resolution 2165 (SCR 2165), authorising UN humanitarian 
agencies and their implementing partners to provide cross-border assistance to Syria. The resolution establishes 
a UN Monitoring Mechanism (UNMM), under the authority of the UN Secretary-General. Fully-functioning teams 
have been deployed to Jordan and Turkey. A UNMM mission to Iraq was conducted from 23-27 November. 
Discussions were held with the Iraqi Government regarding the possibility of setting up operations when the 
security situation permits. The team also met with the UN, the HCT and with key partners in country. The 
Government of Iraq welcomed the initiative and agreed that, notwithstanding staggering needs in this country, it is 
important to explore the establishment of UNMM in Iraq to Syria, as Syrians should be assisted as close to their 
homes as possible.  
 
The HCT review of humanitarian coordination mechanisms in Iraq is ongoing. The steering committee, comprised 
of IASC/HCT members, met on 23 November, agreed on the Terms of Reference and modality of work. The 
committee has finalized guidelines, a nationwide questionnaire, and planning for stakeholder consultations. The 
review survey, launched on 27 November (open for a week), seeks inputs from major stakeholders at national 
and local levels, including the authorities, donors, international and local NGOs, the HCT, UN agencies and 
Cluster/Inter Cluster coordination partners. The coordination review is due to be completed by mid-December.  
 
The REACH initiative, on behalf of the Ministry of Planning, conducted a Multi-Cluster Needs Assessment for 
Internally Displaced Persons. REACH collected family-level data among Iraqi IDPs living outside of the 
established camps in 20 districts of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq. Data collection took place from 14 – 30 October 
2014 covering 20 districts. A total of 1,757 families were interviewed Findings are now being validated by the 
Clusters at governorate and Erbil level and the final report should be available shortly.  

Gaps in Gender in Humanitarian Action have been identified in the Iraq response, including inconsistency among 
clusters in including sex and age dis-aggregated data and gender analysis in assessments, monitoring and 
communication tools. The inter-agency GenCap Adviser has engaged in a series of consultations to scope the 
gaps, strengths and priorities to mainstream gender into Iraq’s humanitarian response. There is a limited capacity 
and awareness on Gender in Humanitarian Action tools amongst cluster members, and lack of dedicated 
resources. The HCT has endorsed six priorities to address these gaps: Technical advice to the HC/HCT, gender 
mainstreaming in clusters, technical support and guidance to OCHA, advocacy and dialogue with donors and 
member states, strategic alliances with key coordination stakeholders, and institutional capacity strengthening on 
IASC policy and tools. A work plan is being developed for action on these priorities in the next six months.  

For further information, please contact: 

Barbara Manzi, Head of Office, manzi@un.org, 

Mobile Iraq: +964 (0) 750 312 9201 

David Swanson, Public Information Officer, swanson@un.org 

Mobile Iraq: +964 (0) 750 377 0849 

For more information, please visit https://iraq.humanitarianresponse.info 
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